March 2016

Volume 17, Issue 3

Lest We Forget —
―The USSVI Submariner’s Creed‖
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club. Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. MARCH 19
b. APRIL 16
c. MAY 21
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. APRIL – CHRIS GAINES
b. MAY – MAURICE YOUNG AND/OR GREG MILLER
c. JUNE – LARRY W ARNKE
3. March Birthdays: Mike Barney 3rd, Chris Gaines 13th, Richard Huntinghouse
14th, Tom Oker 17th, Richard Smiskol 26th, and Russ Michalski 31st. Happy
Birthday Shipmates!
4. Be sure to Like our Chicago Submarine Memorial Facebook page.
5. Save the Date: April 30; Candlelight Bowl memorial fundraiser, at Suburbanite
Bowl in Westmont, IL. Details to follow. See flier at page 5.
6. USSVI National convention information: http://www.ussviconvention.org/2016/
7. Combined Picnic: Hines VA Hospital Picnic Grounds Saturday, August 13.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
February 20, 2016
1. Attendees:
a. Frank Voznak
b. Ed Dowling
c. Greg Miller
d. Maurice Young
e. Ray Ratliff
f. Frank Walter
g. Larry Warnke
h. Ron Spooner
i. Herman Mueller
j. Glenn Barts, Sr.
k. Chris Gaines
l. Gus Yakes
m. Scott Jaklin
2. Meeting was called to order by
Greg Miller at 1102 followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance,
invocation, and a round of
introductions.
3. Secretary’s Report was given by
Chris Gaines. Herman Mueller
moved to accept; Glenn Barts
seconded; vote was unanimous.
4. Treasurer’s Report given by Glenn
Barts. Savings $1,173.69;
Checking $2,215.68; Memorial
Checking $43,028.58; Memorial
Savings $5.00; Held by National
$5,240.00. Ray Ratliff moved to
accept; Frank Walter seconded;
vote was unanimous.
5. Committee Reports
a. Newsletter – no news.
b. Membership – no news
c. Charitable Service –
Delivered 49 pillowcases to
O’Hare USO; still need more.
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Pattern is on the Crash Dive
Website.
d. Community Outreach –
Working party at Cobia; six
shipmates from Crash Dive
and USS Chicago Base
participated; next working
party is March 7, 8, and 9
probably in the motor room.
Received memorabilia from
Charlie Wedel’s family that we
forwarded to the WI Maritime
Museum. Ed Dowling found a
unique ash tray
commemorating the 28
Manitowoc boats that was
forwarded to the Museum.
e. Hospitality – Wild Game Feed
was super; Frank Walter
served his famous fish; fed
105 people.
f. Webmaster – Keep checking;
recent notice of the
Candlelight Bowl.
g. Storekeeper – Gift baskets
remain available.
h. Procedures – In progress and
will approve SOP-01 through
SOP-05 for use at the
February memorial committee
meeting.
i. Eagle Scout – No news.
j. Memorial –
i. Delivered presentation to a
group at Community
Presbyterian Church in
Lombard, IL.
ii. Initiated discussions with
elected officials in Lockport,
IL where there is
considerable interest in
doing something.
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iii. The national office received
a $15,000 donation from a
friend who wishes to
remain anonymous.
iv. Refer to Web page for
status of donations.
v. Candlelight Bowl in
Downers Grove April 30 to
raise funds; tickets are $35
for three hours of bowling
and a pizza buffet.
vi. NEED shipmates to donate
items for gift baskets (i.e.
store gift cards, tools,
trinkets, books, etc.). Frank
Voznak has a letter to
encourage retailers to
donate goods for the gift
baskets. Frank also has a
small poster suitable for
local bulletin boards. Alleys
are filling-up with bowlers.
Dennis Thezan is taking
names.
6. Old (Unfinished) Business
a. Herman continues to work
linking to the memorial
Facebook page. Found
Website Submariner’s
Midwatch that Herman likes.
b. Frank continues to research
VFW post addresses for a
letter campaign.
7. New Business
a. None.
8. Good of the Order item:
a. Thanks to Ed Dowling for a
terrific submarine sandwich
lunch!
b. Duty Cook
i. March – Chris Gaines.
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ii. April – Maurice Young
and/or Greg Miller.
iii. May – Larry Warnke.
c. SOUND Klaxon
a. Next Meeting is March 19,
2016 at KSC.
9. Adjourn – Glen Barts moved to
adjourn; Frank Walter seconded;
Adjourned at 12:09 followed by
lunch.

Lost Boats
USS Perch
USS Grampus
USS H-1
USS Triton
USS Kete
USS S-4
USS Tullibee
USS Trigger

(SS 176)
(SS 207)
(SS 28)
(SS 201)
(SS 369)
(SS 23)
(SS 284)
(SS 237)

3/3/42
3/5/43
3/12/20
3/15/43
3/20/45
3/25/15
3/26/44
3/26/45

Memorial Update
We have sent letters to all of the active
duty boats, with as of yet, no replies. In
the letters, we detailed our project and
asked for $1 per crewmember, including
the wardroom. I am still waiting on
official word if we will gain the
matching funds from the Bret / Amy
Zacher and Charlene Getz matching
fund requests.
Among others, I have sent letters to
many of the various politicians both
Democrat & Republican, through which
the Manitowoc boats had gone through
their respective districts. At their
convenience, I requested a meeting to go
over the details of our project. I have not
heard back from any of them. The last
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Representative that I had spoken to,
mentioned that he couldn’t help us as
we would be competing for the same
dollars. He is up for re-election.
Remember this on election day.
I have been notified that we have had an
anonymous donor, who has contributed
$15,000 to the memorial. With that, we
have reached at or near $65,000. Just
about halfway to our starting
construction point.

CDOT and the alderman in Chicago to
push our project.
Ask around where you shop, take your
car in for repairs, bank, etc, if they might
consider making a donation. Get their
information, and I will send them a
letter with the description of the
memorial, and how they might make a
donation. If anyone has an idea, please
get in contact with me.
Submitted,

The upcoming Candle light Bowl is
scheduled for April 30, to be held in
Downers Grove. For tickets, contact
Frank Voznak. Don’t forget to ask
around for items for the raffle. It is
important. If everyone can come up
with at least one donated item, we
should be doing good. We are trying
for at least eight baskets. Some of the
items to consider might be “Booze,”
and or wine from the liquor store (like
Bunny’s) , gift cards, tool items donated
from Home depot…Menards…Lowes,
Ace Hardware, craft store’s etc. Contact
me so we can get the items to Dennis, to
make up the baskets before the big
night.
There is an upcoming meeting in
Lemont, to discuss future plans for the
next step with the memorial project.
USS Chicago Base is taking lead with
this. There is an indication that Lemont
may, in some way, help us with some
funding for our project overall. A
meeting last month in Lockport showed
a definite interest in the next step. We
need to set up a meeting again with
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Frank J. Voznak

Washington (SSN 787)
Christening
The Virginia-class submarine
Washington (SSN 787) will be
christened at 8:00 AM PST Saturday,
March 5, 2016 at Newport News
Shipbuilding. The Washington (SSN
787) is the first ship since World War II
and the only submarine to be named
after the State of Washington.
The Christening Ceremony will be
streamed live on the Washington
Christening website
http://www.washingtonchristening.com.
Don “Red” Bassler
up-scope@wavecable.com
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Drones above Bangor
has Navy Base Buzzing

committed to the security of its
infrastructure, people and neighbors.
Agents interviewed neighbors outside the
fence last week, said Al Starcevich, whose
family's 110-year-old homestead on
Olympic View Road is pinched between the
base and Hood Canal. He told a couple of
men in suits that he hadn't seen anything
unusual. The drones were reported at
night.

The Ohio-class ballistic-missile submarine USS
Alabama (SSBN 731) returns to Naval Base KitsapBangor following a strategic deterrent patrol. (U.S.
Navy photo)
Kitsap Sun, Bremerton, Wash. | Feb 25, 2016 | by Ed
Friedrich

BANGOR — Who's flying drones over the
Bangor submarine base? The Navy wants
to know.
On Feb. 8, a drone was seen flying above
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor and reported by
a civilian employee, spokeswoman Silvia
Klatman said.
The airspace above the base is designated
as "prohibited." It's illegal and hazardous to
operate there without permission and
coordination of authorities, according to
the Navy, which is investigating.
"It's our intent to support the investigation
and prosecution of this reported act, and
any others that may occur, in coordination
with civilian law enforcement," Klatman
said. She wouldn't provide more
information while the investigation is
ongoing except to say the Navy is
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"It could be a hoax, but worst-case
scenario, it could be clandestine, a foreign
government, a cell," Starcevich said. "The
creepy thing is they're only doing it at
night. What are you going to see at night
unless you have an infrared camera?"
Kitsap Drones owner Joe Sullivan hasn't
heard from the Navy or about drones over
bases.
"I keep up on all the drone news," he said.
"Every drone pilot I know knows that all of
Bangor is a no-fly zone."
On Friday it became much easier to track
down drone owners, he said. A regulation
kicked in requiring all drones of more than
0.55 pounds be registered with the FAA.
Drones can fly at night, at least for now. In
fact, they can go farther in the dark
because it's easier to see their green and
red flashing lights, Sullivan said. They must
always remain within the pilot's sight.
The FAA designated the airspace above
Bangor as "prohibited" in May 2005 at the
Navy's request. No aircraft, including
drones, can fly from the surface up to 2,500
feet. Besides the base itself, the area
extends to the water across Hood Canal
Crash Dive Base
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and the Navy-owned portion of the
Toandos Peninsula.
Security forces are supposed to shoot down
violators but have yet to do so, said Doug
O'Donnell, chief pilot at Avian Flight Center
at Bremerton National Airport. NCIS agents
have shown up at the airport, looking for
planes they claim were too low.
O'Donnell said he recommends that pilots
keep a comfortable distance above 2,500
feet to prevent confusion from trackers on
the ground.
Bangor is home to eight of the Navy's 14
ballistic-missile submarines. Each can carry
up to 24 missiles with multiple nuclear
warheads.

Navy looking for drone
operator flying device around
Washington state base
Published February 27, 2016
FoxNews.com
The U.S. Navy is searching for the
operator of a drone that has been seen
flying near a Washington state naval base
at night since Feb. 8.
A civilian employee of Naval Submarine
Base Kitsap-Bangor reported seen the
drone, spokeswoman Silvia Klatman told
Military.com. According to the Navy, it is
illegal to operate a drone above the base
without the permission of the Navy.
"It's our intent to support the
investigation and prosecution of this
reported act, and any others that may
occur, in coordination with civilian law
enforcement," Klatman said.
Military.com reported that agents
interviewed families who lived in houses
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surrounding the base. They said they
haven’t seen anything unusual. Officials
said the drones were seen operating at
night.
“It could be a hoax, but worst-case
scenario, it could be clandestine, a foreign
government, a cell” Al Starcevich, whose
family’s house is located between the
base and Hood Canal in Washington,” told
the website. “The creepy thing is they’re
only doing it at night. What are you going
to see at night unless you have an infrared
camera?”
Starcevich told The Seattle Times that
agents told him there had been repeated
incidents around the base involving an
alleged drone.
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor’s airspace was
designated as “prohibited” by the FAA in
May 2005, at the request of the Navy. No
aircraft of any kind is allowed to fly over
the area up 2,500 feet. The prohibited
area extends to the water across Hood
Canal and the Navy-owned portion of
Toandos Peninusla.
Doug O’Donnell, chief pilot at Avian Flight
Center at Bremerton National Airport,
said security forces are supposed to shoot
down aircraft that violate the FAA rules.
The Bangor base houses eight of the
Navy’s 14 ballistic-missile submarines,
according to Military.com. Each can carry
up to 24 missiles with multiple nuclear
warheads.
The Defense Department has held
countless classified exercises to counter
possible drone attacks, The Seattle Times
reported. Last year, one exercise included
a Marine sniper shooting one down from
a military helicopter.
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U.S. Official: North
Korean Submarine Is
Missing, Presumed Sunk
Sam LaGrone, U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE NEWS,
Mar 11

A North Korean People’s Navy
submarine is missing and presumed sunk,
a U.S. official told USNI News on Friday.
The unknown class of submarine
was operating off the North Korean coast
in the last several days when the
submarine went missing.
“About week ago it went missing
and the speculation is that it sank,” the
official told USNI News.
“The North Koreans have not made
an attempt to indicate there is something
wrong or that they require help or some
type of assistance.”
The official was reluctant to give
specific details on the presumed loss of
the boat due to sensitivities on how the
military was tracking the vessel.
A second U.S. official confirmed the
basic facts of the missing submarine.
Though U.S. officials would not
confirm the details of where the ship went
down, USNI News understands it was
likely near one of North Korea’s two
submarine bases on the Sea of Japan,
also called the East Sea, Joe Bermudez,
an analyst focusing on North Korea and
advisor to the website 38 North from the
U.S.- Korea Institute at Johns Hopkins
University, told USNI News on Friday.
North Korea has two primary
submarine bases on the its eastern coast
in addition to three smaller facilities for
costal and midget submarines, Bermudez
said.
The North Korean military operates
a fleet of about 70 submarines ranging in
sizes from midget boats with only a few
sailors to larger boats that can hold a crew
of up to 30 or 40 and attempted a
modernization push since the early
2000s.
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According to Bermudez, the
submarines are of “reasonable quality”
and much or their equipment isn’t military
grade but civilian material repurposed for
military uses.
However, “they have many
problems with maintenance – levels of
maintenances standards are lower than
most comparable navies in East Asia,” he
said.
In the last several years, the Kim
Jong Un regime has emphasized its
submarine force as a threat to South
Korea, scrambling a large percentage of
its attack boats in August in its largest
show of submarine force to date.
While North Korea has its own
domestically produced submarines, the
bulk of its fleet is made up of decades old
Russian designs with limited capability.
However, anti-submarine warfare is a
major capability gap in the South’s
Republic of Korea Navy. In 2010 the ROK
Navy corvette Cheonan was sunk by a
torpedo presumably from a North Korean
midget submarine killing 46 sailors.

Fun with Words
 They told me I had type-A blood, but
it was a Typo.
 I changed my iPod's name to Titanic.
It's syncing now.
 Jokes about German sausage are
the wurst.

It Took 14 Years. India To Buy 2
Rescue Submarines For 1,900
Crores
NDTV, Mar 11

India will spend 1,900 crores on
buying two rescue submarines from a UK
firm, the government has decided. The
decision to buy submarines for emergency
deep-sea missions was first taken 14 years
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ago, but it was only last night that the
Cabinet Committee on Security chose UK
manufacturer James Fisher for the
purchase.
The Deep Search and Rescue
(DSAR) mini-submarines are designed to
rescue 20 sailors at a stretch. They attach
themselves to the emergency hatches of a
submarine which may be trapped
underwater, providing sailors with an exit
route. The submarines that India is buying
can dive to a depth of more than 500
metres and are engineered to withstand
extreme ocean pressures.
India presently has 13 submarines
in service, but not a single rescue
submarine.
However, since 1997, the Indian
Navy has an understanding with the US
Navy which would fly in its own mini
rescue submarines which would quickly
be deployed if needed. In order to be able
to do this, the Indian Navy regularly trains

at air bases on both the Eastern and
Western sea board to ensure that the US
rescue submarines are quickly offloaded
from US transport jets, shifted to special
trucks, and moved to ports from where
they are hoisted onto ships which would
sail towards the submarine in distress.
With its own deep search and
rescue submarines, the Navy would be
able to deploy these vessels far more
quickly and reliably in the event of a
submarine emergency.
The Kilo-class submarine INS
Sindhuratna had managed to surface after
a mishap in the Arabian Sea in February
2014, though two officers were killed and
several others injured in the incident. The
INS Sindhurakshak sank after some if its
onboard weapons detonated accidentally
while it was docked at the main naval base
in Mumbai three years ago. 18 sailors were
killed.

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332
(work number) or bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630892-5718 or ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-9347418; gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031;
847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Lane, Huntley, IL 60142; (v) 847-867-8668;
(f) 847-669-2444; tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-4455034; hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630
986-0175 franklin2@comcast.net
Page 9

Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News, □ Internet, □ Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444

January 16, 2016
Rev. H

