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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club. Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. DECEMBER 17
b. JANUARY 21, 2017
c. FEBRUARY 18
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. DECEMBER – TOM POLZIN
b. JANUARY – SEVENTH ANNUAL CHILI DUMP
c. FEBRUARY - SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
3. December Birthdays: Jim Anderson 1st; Greg Miller 10th; Charlie Kruger 15th;
Ron Spooner 19th; Ed Dowling 19th; Bob Koonce 20th; Maurice Young 26th; and
John Stines 30th. Happy Birthday, Shipmates!

4. Kelly Smith at Great Lakes Base requests WWII and earlier vehicles, both
military and civilian, including hot rods and motorcycles, for an event at
WMM in May 2017. It is a benefit for a six-year-old who is battling cancer.
5. Get ready for two exciting meetings. Shipmate John Lindstedt will deliver his
top-notch presentation on Hyman Rickover at our February and March
meetings. The Admiral was an irascible scientist, engineer, innovator,
entrepreneur, strategist, and visionary. He committed to ‘quality’ before
Deming. Trust me, you will want to be there.
6. Help Wanted – Work from home in your skivvies. See Page 9.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2016
1. Attendees:
a. Glenn Barts, Sr.
b. Clay Hill
c. Greg Miller
d. Ed Dowling
e. Frank Voznak, Jr.
f. Ray Ratliff
g. Ron Spooner
h. Frank Walter
i. Tom Polzin
j. Herman Mueller
k. Maurice Young
l. Gene Weisbecker
2. Meeting was called to order by
Clay Hill at 1100 followed by the
invocation, Pledge of Allegiance
and a round of introductions.
3. Secretary’s Report – none
provided.
4. Treasurer’s Report - Memorial
Fund $65,919.00; held by
National $41,290.00; Checking
$3923.72; Savings $1173.69;
Authorized $60.00 for Jeff
Trimborn Plaque. Donation $108
from Greg Miller.
5. Committee Reports:
a. Newsletter – no report
b. Membership – six shipmates
paid dues at the meeting.
c. Charitable Service – Met our
goal of donating $500 as
follows: Navy/Marine Corp
Relief $75; Fisher House $75,
USO $75, Wounded Warrior
$100; Honor Flight $100;
Kare 9 Military Ministry $75.
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d. Community Outreach –
Anticipate a Cobia working
party in January.
e. Hospitality – Wild Game
Raffle January 20 at KSC.
f. Webmaster – no report.
g. Storekeeper – no report.
h. Procedures – no report.
i. Eagle Scout - no report.
j. Memorial – City of Chicago
offered lighting idea. Raised
about $800 from books and
candy at the Kane County
Flea Market. Future venues
likely include French market,
flea market, and the
Schaumburg Microsoft Store.
6. Old Business
a. None.
7. New Business
a. Larry Warnke moved to
waive the $590 owed to
Crash Dive by the Wisconsin
Maritime Museum; Glenn
Barts seconded; vote was
unanimous.
b. Larry Warnke moved to
sponsor four boats for
American Submariner
subscriptions; Frank Walter
seconded; vote was
unanimous.
8. Good of the Order
a. Duty Cook
i. December – Tom Polzin
ii. January 2017 – Seventh
Annual Chili Dump
iii. February – SEE your name
here!
b. Christmas Party – All are
invited to the WWII
Christmas Party on December
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

11. Contact Gene
Weisbecker for details and to
reserve your spot; 708-2460122 or Annjw1@aol.com.
c. Next meeting December 17,
2016 at KSC.
9. Adjourn – Glenn Barts moved to
adjourn; Tom Polzin seconded;
vote was unanimous. Adjourned
at 1305.

Lost Boats
USS Capelin (SS-289)
USS Sea Lion (SS-195)
USS F-1/Carp (SS-20)
USS S-4 (SS-109)

12/2/43
12/10/41
12/17/17
12/17/27

Greetings
Submitted by: Glenn Barts, Sr.
To All of Our Submarine Veterans and Their
Families,
It is the Holiday season and from All of Your
Board Members at Crash Dive Base we
would like to wish everyone a Very Merry
Christmas and a Very Happy Start
of Chanuka/Hanukkah on December 25.
They both occur on the same day and a
Very Happy New Year.

Christmas Party Invite
You are all invited to join us at our Annual
Christmas.
Sunday - Dec. 11th Silver Stallion Rest - Algonquin Rd. & Lee
Sts. - DesPlaines.
!:00 - 2:00 PM - Social Hour
2:00 PM - Family Style Dinner Beef, Chicken
with all the trimmings.
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Door Prizes/Raffle.50/50.
Bring a Gift for Manteno Vets Home and/or
Fisher House at Hines.
ALL Sub-vets are FREE. Including wives of
deceased members.
All other guests, $10.00 each.
Checks made out to Greater Chicago
Chapter,USSUBVETSWWII.
Send to:
Gene Weisbecker
8181 Hess Av.
LaGrange,Il. 60525-5217
Hope you can join us.
Bob Krautstrunk

Haunting photos of Japanese
mini-submarine sunk during
Pearl Harbor attack
By Rob Verger
Published December 09, 2016
FoxNews.com

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has released photographs of
a Japanese mini-submarine that was sunk at
the very beginning of the Pearl Harbor
attack in 1941, and they’re haunting.
On Wednesday, the 75th
anniversary of the “date which will live in
infamy,” the NOAA ship Okeanos Explorer
dispatched a robotic vehicle to explore two
Japanese mini submarines, an event that
they live-streamed.
In what marks the first US shots
fired in World War II, the USS Ward fired at
one mini-sub on the morning of December
7, 1941, sinking it, after it was first spotted
attempting to enter the harbor, partially
submerged. Ninety minutes after the Ward
sunk the sub, the aerial attack by the
Japanese began.
Crash Dive Base
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The marine archaeologists involved in the
exploration of the wreck hail from NOAA's
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries and
Office of Ocean Exploration and Research.

The first submarine NOAA explored-- the
one sunk by the Ward-- had changed a
great deal since the last visit to the wreck,
with a peeling hull, two sections that
separated from one another, and lots of
biological growth, NOAA scientists report.
NOAA WILL LIVESTREAM DIVES TO
JAPANESE MINI SUBS NEAR PEARL
HARBOR (See
http://www.foxnews.com/science/2016/12/0
7/noaa-will-livestream-dives-to-japanesemini-subs-near-pearl-harbor.html. Ed.)
"Until now, only a handful of
explorers and scientists have seen these
relics of the war in the deep sea," James
Delgado, the director of maritime heritage,
NOAA Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries, said in a statement before the
dive, "but thanks to technology, anyone and
everyone can now dive with us in the first
live exploration of the 'midget' submarines
that represent the beginning of the war in
the Pacific."

“The aft ends of the torpedo tubes and
mechanisms are visible through the gap at
flange,” the scientists reported in a
document with their observations about
the sunken sub provided to FoxNews.com
by NOAA. “This was for us a reminder of not
only the deadly intent of the mission, but
also its failure.”

In another corner of the Pacific, in May of
this year the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography announced that
they'd discovered the wreck of an American
torpedo bomber sunk by Japanese forces in
June of 1944; that crash had three MIAs
associated with it.
Follow Rob Verger on Twitter: @robverger

Memorial Committee Report
(December 2016)
Submitted by: Frank Voznak, Jr.

The committee is finally moving in the
direction to sell the engraved “Legacy
Pavers. ” This will be finalized after the
first of the year as we are waiting for the
company that does the engraving to tell
us what can and cannot be done. One
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major problem is our silver dolphin
“Qual” pin. If we want this to be
available to be engraved, right now it
would take up four lines on the 10”
paver (eight lines available at 16
characters each line), which equates to
using half of that paver. If someone
wanted to purchase the 5” paver, the
dolphins would use up the whole paver
and leave no room for any message.
Our Legacy Paver Tri-fold will be
finished and published shortly.
We have been approached by a
video gaming company, that might
become a “corporate” sponsor.
Wargaming.net Chicago – Baltimore is
that company. Commander Tupman,
Tom Sasgen of USS Chicago Base, and I,
went to company offices and had a brief
meeting with a company rep. and we
should find out the results shortly.
General Contractor Brian Hatlen
and I had a meeting with the Lisle Park
District representatives to discuss the
mechanics of how their memorial to
veterans came together. There are many
similarities between their memorial and
ours.
Greg Miller is setting us up to
promote the memorial at the upcoming
Kane County Sports Show. Date to be
determined, but most likely to start in
March? We are still looking for
someone to step up and “host” a candle
light bowl. Chicago Base has indicated
that they might be able to put one
together in Morris Il. check with your
local bowling alley, but the best time is
between leagues, when there is usually
an opening. Chris Gaines mentioned

that he MIGHT be able to try to put one
together in Aurora, Il.
Clay Hill had mentioned at our
last committee meeting. about
advertising in American Submariner,
and to get the rates. I looked in the back
of one of our issues of Amer. Sub. And
there were the rate schedules.
However, Vic Van Horn of USS Chicago
Base and our CD2 District Commander
has offered to intervene and to see what
he can do to assist for a possible
“freebie” in advertising.
If anyone has any ideas as to how
we can continue to move forward,
please contact Clay Hill, Chris Gaines,
Glenn Barts or me. All thoughts are
appreciated and could lead to
something bigger.

T'was the Night Before
Christmas-Submarine Style
By Sean Keck
Submitted by: Ed Dowling

T'was the night before Christmas, and what noone could see,
The men with the dolphins were under the sea.
Most of the crew was flat on their backs,
Snoring and dreaming all snug in their racks.
Those men on watch were making their rounds,
Some manning the planes or listening for
sounds.
Back in maneuvering or down in the room,
They all hoped the oncoming watch would come
soon.
I'd finished some PM's whose time was now due,
And hoped for some sleep, even an hour or two.
Against better judgment I took a short stroll,
And found myself wandering into control.
The Nav had the Conn, the COW was in place,
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The COB had the Dive and a scowl on his face.
The helm and the planes were relaxed but
aware,
The QM and ET were discussing a dare.
To comply with the orders the Nav told the Dive,
To bring the boat up with minimum rise.
The orders were given and soon they were there,
At periscope depth with a scope in the air.
The QM confirmed our position with care,
The broadcast was copied, we brought in some
air.
The Nav on the scope let out a small cry,
He shook his head twice and rubbed at his eyes.
He looked once again to find what it was,
That interrupted his sweep and caused him to
pause.
Try as he might there was nothing to see,
So down went the scope and us to the deep.
I asked what it was that caused his dismay,
He sheepishly said, "I'm embarrassed to say."
It could have been Northern Lights or a cloud,
Or a meteorite he wondered aloud.
But to tell you the truth I guess I must say,
Whatever it was it looked like a sleigh.
And though it passed quickly and never was
clear,
I almost believe it was pulled by reindeer.
We laughed and teased him and I got up to go,
When our moment was broken by "Conn, Radio."
They told us a message was just coming in,
We looked at the depth gauge and started to
grin.

It stopped and was sent to control to be read,
The Nav read it slowly and scratched at his head.
Then again he began but this time aloud,
To those that now waited, a curious crowd.
"To you Denizens of the Deep and men of the
sea,
Who risk your life daily so others stay free.
I rarely have seen you on this, my big night,
For far too often you are hidden from sight.
But purely by luck I saw you tonight,
As your scope coaxed the plankton to glow in the
night.
And lucky for me I've finally won,
The chance to say thanks for all you have done.
I know that you miss your families at home,
And sometimes you feel as if you're alone.
But trust what I say and I'll do what's right,
I'll take something special to your families
tonight.
Along with the gifts I'll take to your kin,
I'll visit their dreams and leave word within.
They'll hear of your love, and how you miss
them,
I'll tell them that soon you'll be home again.
It might not be much I know that is true,
To thank you for all the things that you do.
But I'll do what I can, while you do what's right,
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight."

"Radio, Conn, I feel safe to say,
Your attempt at a joke is too long delayed.
If it had been sooner it might have been neat,
But I doubt we're receiving at four-hundred feet."
"Conn, Radio, you can come down and see,
We're not playing games to any degree."
I headed aft with nothing better to do,
Surprised by the fact it was still coming through.
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Search for a missing U-boat
and the WWII battle fought
off the coast of Louisiana
Curt Sprang, WGNO.com, November 9

Maybe you've heard stories about the
German submarine crewmen that
docked their U-boat and caught a show
at the Saenger Theatre. Or perhaps it
was the story of the U-boat crew that
convinced Cajun fishermen to give them
enough fuel to get back home.
Neither story really happened.
"It's a good rumor," says WWII
author and researcher C.J. Christ. Turns
out, Christ knows a lot about chasing
down rumors.
"This friend of mine came up and
said, 'Do you know there's a German
submarine in just 60 feet of water just off
the coast of Houma?' I said, 'No I didn't
know that'."
Christ says that conversation
with a friend led to nearly 30 years of
searching for the U-boat. He never
found it, but that doesn't mean the
rumor was false.
But in 2001, a team that was
surveying the Gulf of Mexico for an oil
pipeline found something unusual. It
was near the site of the Robert E. Lee, a
passenger ship that was hit by a torpedo
from a U-boat and sank near the mouth
of the Mississippi River in 1942.
But the survey crew's discovery
was the German U-boat U-166, the sub
that Christ had spent decades searching
for.
Here's how it all went down
during WWII. In the summer of 1942,
U-boats struck terror into ships
throughout the Gulf of Mexico.
Germany was in control of France at the
time, and the U-boats could carry
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enough fuel to get from the coast of
France to the gulf, patrol for a few
weeks, and return to their base. 24 of
the submarines were sent to the gulf.
"The war was actually in the Gulf
of Mexico right off our coast. In fact, one
ship sank between the jetties going into
the river, another sunk off the coast of
Grand Isle, 2 and a half miles off shore,"
Christ says.
In July, a passenger ship called the
Robert E. Lee was carrying more than
400 people to New Orleans. Many of the
people were returning to the U.S. after
their ships were sunk by previous Uboat attacks. When the ship was a few
miles from the mouth of the Mississippi
River, it was hit by a single torpedo and
sank. Its escort ship immediately began
dropping depth charges to try to destroy
the U-boat. There was no indication at
that time to show if the submarine was
hit or escaped.
Two days later, a plane from
Houma spotted a U-boat in the gulf and
dropped one depth charge. The pilot
reported seeing oil on the surface of the
water, and for decades it was believed to
be the successful sinking of U-166.
But Christ says that Germany's
records from the war show that it was a
different submarine that was attacked
by the plane south of Houma and that
those records show the sub escaped.
So back to the surveying team in
2001. Its pipeline work located the
actual location of U-166, about a mile
away from the Robert E. Lee's location.
Both vessels were found at the bottom of
about 5,000 feet of water.
Christ is a veteran of the Korean
War and is an avid WWII researcher,
especially when it pertains to the Gulf of
Mexico. He even wrote a book on the
subject.
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After finding out about the survey
team's discovery, Christ joined a team
that located the sub and used a remotely
operated vehicle to carry a camera to the
gulf's floor and record images of U-166.
"The camera was right in my face
when we saw it for the first time," Christ
says. "When I saw that, I knew that was
our u-boat."

Northrop Grumman Delivers
First LWWAA for Virginiaclass Block IV
Staff, Seapower Magazine, November 28

Northrop Grumman Corp. has delivered
the first shipset of Light-Weight WideAperture Array (LWWAA) sonar
hardware for Block IV of the Virginiaclass submarine to the U.S. Navy, the
company announced in a Nov. 28
release. This represents the 19th shipset
that Northrop Grumman has supplied
for the program.
LWWAA is the only available
fiber-optic passive hull-mounted sensor
array in the market and is critical to the
operation of the U.S. Navy’s Virginiaclass fleet. The technology is central to
the development of future generations
of undersea sensors. There are six arrays
in each shipset.
“LWWAA gives the Navy a distinctive
edge over sensors being used by any
other naval force,” said Alan Lytle, vice
president, undersea systems, Northrop
Grumman Mission Systems. “The early
delivery of this first Block IV LWWAA
shipset continues a tradition of 114
consecutive early array deliveries by
Northrop Grumman Undersea Systems in
support of the Virginia-class submarine
program.”
Northrop Grumman has been delivering
LWWAA panels for all Virginia-class subs,
starting with the USS Virginia. The start
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of the first Block IV shipments represents
the beginning of a series of 10 shipments
that will be delivered at a rate of two
per year to Huntington Ingalls Industries.
Northrop Grumman will provide the
acoustic array assemblies as well as all
the hardware required to install the
arrays on the exterior of the ships.

Navy's New Submarine
Named After Landlocked
Colorado
Michelle Fulcher, Colorado Public Radio,
November 28

A bottle of Colorado sparkling wine,
chilled by Colorado River water, will
christen the Navy's latest submarine on
Saturday. The submarine's name? The
USS Colorado.
Almost all U.S. submarines carry
state names. The christening, a naming
ceremony, will take place at a Groton,
Connecticut shipyard where the boat is
under construction. The Colorado is
scheduled to enter service in late
summer 2017.
The sub is the latest of four Navy
vessels to carry the state's name. The
first, a three-masted steam frigate,
served in the Civil War before Colorado
became a state and was named after the
Colorado River.
The second ship was an armored
cruiser commissioned in 1905. The
submarine's immediate predecessor, a
battleship, served in World War II and
was in Tokyo Bay when U.S. and
Japanese officials signed the treaty to
end the conflict.
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Work From Home. In Your
Skivvies. If You Like.
Crash Dive has an immediate opening for a
distribution PO.





Familiarity with Microsoft Office Word
and Excel for mail merges OR
willingness to hand-address envelopes
for our postal shipmates.
Equipment to print copies of the
newsletter for our postal shipmates at
your desk OR use a local print shop for
the task.
Fold, stuff, and mail to our postal
shipmates.

Here are some particulars:
 Hours are decent
 No travel required.
 Expenses are reimbursed.
 Responsible for both electronic and
paper distribution.
 There is an established gmail account
with distribution list at your disposal OR
use your preferred e-mail account.
 Monthly interfaces are with the
Membership Chair and Newsletter Editor.

The newsletter serves several purposes. First
and foremost, it is our primary communication
vehicle with the bulk of our shipmates who are
away from our monthly meetings. It also is the
official repository for meeting minutes. The third
purpose is to serve as a reminder of the
upcoming monthly meeting.

The primary responsibility is to download a copy
of each month’s newsletter from our Website
(www.crashdivebase.com) and to distribute it to
our members. Most members use e-mail with
about six shipmates who require a printed copy
to be mailed.

The reminder function establishes the publication
and distribution cycle. The newsletter editor (not
you) will prepare and post the newsletter about
ten days prior to the meeting. The Distribution
PO (you) will download and distribute no later
than the Monday prior to the general meeting.

Helpful skills include:
 Familiarity with using an electronic
distribution list (group) in gmail OR your
preferred e-mail account.

If you have the skills, resources, and interest to
help your base, kindly contact Base Commander
Clay Hill to express your willingness to assume
this important task. His contact information
appears in the box below.



Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332 (work number) or
bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718 or
ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-7418;
gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Lane, Huntley, IL 60142; (v) 847-867-8668; (f) 847-6692444; tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-5034;
hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 986-0175
franklin2@comcast.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News, □ Internet, □ Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1. ___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2. ___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3. ___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4. ___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5. ___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________ State: ___ Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________
(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444
January 16, 2016
Rev. H

