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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.

Inside This Issue:
Meeting minutes

2

Lost Boats

3

Memorial Fundraising

2

The Arctic Frontier

3

USS CHICAGO to Pearl

7

USN to use Xbox controllers 8
Contact information
Application form

9
10

News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club, Rondout, IL Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. OCTOBER 21
b. NOVEMBER 18
c. DECEMBER 16
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. OCTOBER – CHRIS GAINES
b. NOVEMBER - SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
c. DECEMBER – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!

3. October Birthdays: Tom Polzin 13th. Happy Birthday, Shipmate!
4. Crash Dive is committed to keeping the Cobia healthy. You can help too,
even from afar. Join the WI Maritime Museum; see www.wisconsinmaritime.org.
5. Legacy pavers for our memorial are on sale now. Target is to sell 100 pavers by
Veteran’s Day. Have you done your part? Get ‘em while they’re hot. See the
order form on our Website.
6. Make Some Noise – At each meeting, we rattle a can and pass it around to collect
your loose change and larger donations. As a group, we want to buy pavers for
two of our founders, Harry Alvey and Charlie Wedel. Please chip-in.
7. Get ahead of the curve by sending your dues check to Tom Polzin; see page 9 for
his address.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2017
1. Attendees:
a. Chris Gaines
b. Clay Hill
c. Glenn Barts, Sr.
d. Maurice Young
e. Frank Voznak, Jr.
f. Ed Dowling
g. Frank Walter
h. John Lindstedt
i. Cindy Lindstedt
j. Ray Ratlinff
k. Ted Rotzoll
2. Meeting was called to order by
Clay Hill at 1110 followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance, invocation,
and a round of introductions.
3. The normal order of business was
suspended to allow sufficient
time for a special presentation by
John Lindstedt on Admiral Hyman
Rickover.
4. Good of the Order item:
a. Duty Cook
i. October – Chris Gaines.
ii. November – SEE YOUR NAME
HERE.
iii. December - SEE YOUR NAME
HERE.
b. Thanks to Glenn Barts for
arranging a pizza lunch.
c. Special thanks to shipmate
Maurice Young for hosting
our meeting at the Elks
Lodge, North Chicago.
5. Adjourn. Greg Miller moved to
adjourn; Frank Walter seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 1:50 PM.
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Lost Boats
USS Seawolf
USS S-44
USS Wahoo
USS Dorado
USS Escolar
USS Shark II
USS Darter
USS Tang
USS O-5

(SS-197)
(SS-155)
(SS-238)
(SS-248)
(SS-294)
(SS-314)
(SS-227)
(SS-306)
(SS-66)

10/3/44
10/7/43
10/11/43
10/12/43
10/17/44
10/24/44
10/24/44
10/25/44
10/29/23

Chicago WWII Submarine
Memorial Fundraising

Legacy Pavers are available for ordering.
Honor your service, your boat, a
family member’s service, your VFW post,
your company.
See www.crashdivebase.com for
information and an order form.
Special location for corporate donations of
$5,000 and up
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

The Arctic Frontier
Lesley Stahl, CBS News, September 10

The sea ice over the Arctic is melting and
shrinking so fast we will see in our lifetime
something that hasn't happened, it's
believed, since the end of the last Ice Age:
the opening of an ocean, the Arctic Ocean,
and with that access to trade routes and
trillions of dollars worth of oil and natural
gas, almost as much as the entire U.S.
economy.
But, as we reported last fall, this isn't
a story about climate change; this is a story
about the competition for those riches. The
Russians, for instance, have already
amassed a major military presence in the
region.
It's also about pioneers -- U.S.
scientists and naval personnel -- learning to
tough it out in the harshness of this still icecovered frontier. We discovered just how
harsh. On a trip to the Arctic.
The Arctic Ocean sits on top of the
globe, encircled by Russia, which
encompasses about half of its coastline:
Norway, Greenland, Canada.
And the United States, thanks to
Alaska. We flew -- as guests of the Navy -from Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, 200 miles in the
direction of the North Pole. Over fractured,
thinning ice, to a spot where the ice was
still thick enough to support this base camp.
It was a small, temporary village
disrupting the peace and purity of the ice,
white as far as the eye can see. The camp
was built for a scientific and military
exercise, called ICEX 2016.
[Lesley Stahl: Hi everyone. How do
you do? Nice to meet you.]
For five weeks, this no man's land of
ice was home to an expeditionary team of
sailors, scientists and engineers whose
mission was to understand how to survive
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in maybe the most hostile conditions on
Earth.
The Navy says those taking part in this
exercise are the first humans ever to set
foot on this part of the planet.
Lesley Stahl: It's actually beautiful
beyond belief isn't it?
Chuck McGuire: It really is.
Chuck McGuire was one of the first to
arrive. He's an engineer with the University
of Washington's applied physics lab that
was brought in to build this camp from
scratch.
Lesley Stahl: So you get off the plane.
There's nothing.
Chuck McGuire: Yeah.
Lesley Stahl: There's no shelter,
there's no indoors.
Chuck McGuire: No.
Lesley Stahl: There was just ice?
Chuck McGuire: Ice everywhere.
That's right.
Lesley Stahl: And you say, "How am I
gonna survive?"
Chuck McGuire: You pick up a
hammer and start building.
They built a makeshift city called
Sargo for roughly 60 people, consisting of a
command post, tight living quarters, a mess
hall stocked with food airlifted in weekly
and some very primitive toilet facilities.
Chuck McGuire: That outhouse is
really cold.
Lesley Stahl: That outhouse is awful.
Oh my god!
Lesley Stahl: What about water? You
can't just eat the ice, right?
Chuck McGuire: You can if you know
what you're looking for.
This ice mining team knows what to
look for: "old sea ice" that's been baking in
the sun long enough that the salt has
leached out.
They bring back chunks to melt down
into the camp's only drinking water.
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Chuck McGuire: All the things that
you take for granted in normal civilization,
right, shelter, food, the ease of going to the
bathroom, right? That is all different out
here.
Lesley Stahl: What qualities do you
think it takes to stay here and survive out
here for weeks?
Chuck McGuire: I think maybe you
have to be a little off initially. And really
understand that everything outside that
door is trying to kill you here.
[Man: Another successful day here at
Sargo.]
There's a daily briefing in the
command post to coordinate the various
researchers who are studying and trying to
understand this part of the world as they
plan for a more sustained presence here.
They're analyzing among other things.
Scott Parker: The ice floe's moved
about nine miles to the west northwest
today.
How climate change is affecting the
way the ice here drifts and migrates.
Lesley Stahl: It feels like you're on
land, you get the sense that you're on land
– it's very firm you know, a plane could
land, but we're moving which is kind of
astonishing.
Luers: I think every day it's interesting
to wake up and recognize you're 8 or 9
miles from where you were the day before.
It looks the same, but it's pretty interesting
to try and figure that out.
The ice moves that much every day in
unpredictable directions because of the
currents underwater and the wind above.
Forecaster: Down here, we're 23
degrees Celsius.
Also unpredictable is the weather. We
met a team of meteorologists using
balloons to help with forecasting which is
key for any military operation.
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Scott Parker: So, these balloons
measure your temperature, your dew point,
the wind speed.
Commander Scott Parker, a
meteorologist with the Navy's Atlantic
submarine force, says there's virtually no
weather data collected up here.
In other parts of the world,
meteorologists rely on satellites for
forecasting, but up here near the North
Pole satellite coverage is minimal.
Lesley Stahl: How cold does it get up
here? 'Cause it's-- right now, I don't know
if—
Scott Parker: It is freezing, right?
Lesley Stahl: --people can see, it's
terribly—
Scott Parker: The lowest we've had is- is 26° below Fahrenheit, and today's
actually our warmest day—
Lesley Stahl: Come on?
Scott Parker: --and right now, it's 6°
below.
Lesley Stahl: And with this wind chill
factor? 'Cause the wind is really blowing.
Scott Parker: It is. And it's terrible. It's
about 25° below zero with the wind chill.
Lesley Stahl: And you're telling me
this is the warmest day you've had?
Scott Parker: This is the warmest day
we've had so far.
Lesley Stahl: Do you want to go
inside?
Scott Parker: I do. Let's go.
The temperature can drop to as low
as 50 below and that can wreak havoc on
just about everything, including these Navy
divers who were here to test their latest
cold-weather gear, and their endurance in
the frigid water.
These robotics engineers are
conducting underwater experiments in a
temperature-controlled tent. When we
were there Doug Horner and his team were
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field-testing these underwater drones -- for
the first time in the Arctic.
Doug Horner: When we first put it in,
we check the ballast.
The drones are collecting scientific
data about the Arctic where the water gets
warmer the deeper you go. They're also
getting a picture of what it looks like down
below.
Doug Horner: My primary emphasis
here is the ability to map the under-ice. So
we have sensors, sonar specifically which is
sound, which is focused upwards and what
we hope to do with continually putting
sound upwards is to make a map.
Lesley Stahl: You're the mapping the
bottom of the ice?
Doug Horner: Yes, the underneath
portion of the ice.
Lesley Stahl: And why is that
important?
Doug Horner: I want to be able to
navigate relative to that. So this is the idea
of being able to navigate an underwater
robot accurately without GPS. 'Cause in the
ice you don't have the opportunity to come
up to the surface for a GPS fix.
He says these drones could also be
used to patrol the waters of the Arctic –
looking for enemy subs, for instance, the
way drones hover in the sky over a
battlefield.
The Navy is testing this technology,
and amassing all of this research, to prepare
for an expanded presence in the Arctic, as
the ice continues to melt.
The Russians are already there in
force. In 2015, they staged a military
exercise in the Arctic as seen in this Russian
Ministry of Defense footage.
It involved about 40,000 troops, 15
submarines, 41 warships and multiple
aircraft. No one disputes their right to do
that on their own territory. It's just that it
wasn't announced.
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Philip Breedlove: We pre-announce
ours. No one is surprised by them whereas
the exercise that Russia did was a snap
exercise which is a bit destabilizing.
Until last year, retired four-star
General Philip Breedlove was the supreme
Allied commander of NATO with
responsibility for the Arctic.
What else is destabilizing, he says, is
Russia's military build up along something
called the Northern Sea Route skirting the
Russian Arctic coastline. The route could
become an alternative to the Suez Canal,
saving huge amounts of time and money for
the commercial shipping industry.
Philip Breedlove: I have heard as
much as 28 days decrease in some of the
transit from the northern European markets
to the Asian markets. That is an incredible
economic opportunity. And it could be a
very boon— big boon to business around
the world.
Lesley Stahl: What would it mean if
the Russians did gain control over the
Northern Sea route?
Philip Breedlove: If the Russians had
the ability to militarily hold that at ransom,
that is a big lever over the world economy.
Lesley Stahl: So tell us in a nutshell
what's happening.
Philip Breedlove: Along that route
what we see is Russia upgrading over 50
airfields and ports, 14 of them to be done
this year, increasing the number of ground
troops, putting in surface-to-air missiles,
putting in sensors. That could be used to
guide weapons. That could be used to deny
access.
In 2007, Russia went so far as to plant
its flag on the sea floor under the North
Pole.
Philip Breedlove: I think it's important
to understand what the deputy prime
minister said, that the Arctic is a part of
Russia, that they will provide the defense
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for the Arctic and that they will make
money in the Arctic and that the Western
world may, therefore, bring sanctions on
them, but that's OK because tanks don't
need visas. I think it sends a pretty clear
message.
The U.S. has not tried to match the
Russian build up, the Navy relying on its
fleet of nuclear and attack submarines, the
most powerful in the world.
When we were there, the Navy was
conducting a submarine warfare exercise,
something it does in the Arctic every two
years.
When a sub surfaces in the Arctic,
they use shovels to carve a visual landmark
in the ice that the sub can see. "X" literally
marks the spot. But that "x" is a moving
target because of the drifting ice.
[Luers: There we go.]
Which makes maneuvering a
windowless steel cylinder the size of a
football field to such a pinpoint location
seem impossible.
But on this day, the skipper and his
crew, punching up through thick ice, nailed
it on their first try. It took a few minutes for
the sail, the shark fin on top, to completely
emerge.
[Luers: There they are.]
When they popped the hatch, a
special guest climbed out, the secretary of
the Navy, Ray Mabus, who'd been on board
for five days, taking part in the naval
exercise.
Lesley Stahl: What does it mean that
the secretary of the Navy has come up to
the Arctic? Is there a special significance to
you being here?
Ray Mabus: Our responsibilities are
increasing as the Arctic ice melts, as the
climate changes. And so the Navy has got
to be here, we've got to provide that
presence and I hope that my presence
emphasizes what we do.
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As he flew off to Alaska, we climbed
down the ladder into the fast-attack,
nuclear-powered USS Hampton.
Lesley Stahl: You feel claustrophobic?
Theron Davis: Oh no. Not at all. You
get used to it.
Commander of the Hampton, Theron
Davis, took us to the control room as the
crew prepared to submerge.
Theron Davis: Stationary dive the
ship.
Sailor: Stationary dive the ship, aye,
sir. Dive. Stationary dive the ship. Make
your depth 1-5-0 feet.
What he and his crew of 20somethings are practicing is something subs
only do in the Arctic: diving down through
new ice that had formed around the sub.
Lesley Stahl: We're listing. I'm tilting
this way—I can feel everything.
Once they get to a cruising level, they
practice hide-and-seek with another sub. In
some of the exercises, they also test-fire
blank torpedoes.
Theron Davis: So I'm gonna show you
a torpedo tube.
One of their challenges is ice keels,
huge chunks of ice that jut down from the
surface, and confuse sonar-guided
torpedoes that can't distinguish them from
enemy submarines.
Theron Davis: So what we're working
on is saying, "Hey, how can we fix that?"
We returned to the surface.
Theron Davis: We're coming up right
now. One two two feet.
One American sub in a region with a
growing Russian military presence.
During our last day at the camp,
something dramatic happened. A crack in
the ice along the perimeter became a giant
lake. New fissures formed right through the
heart of the camp, up to the doorstep of
the command post.
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Everything was packed up quickly for
an emergency evacuation, a reminder that
the most formidable adversary here may
not be Russian forces, but the forces of
nature.
Since our story was first broadcast,
Russia has continued to expand its military
presence in the Arctic, unveiling its newest
base in the region. The sprawling complex
can house 150 troops for up to 18 months.
Four more bases like it are planned.
To watch the video of this article,
please follow this link:
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/60minutes-arctic-frontier-lesley-stahl-2/

Pearl Harbor Welcomes
USS Chicago
MC1 Daniel Hinton, DVIDShub.net,
September 28

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR
HICKAM – The Pearl Harbor submarine
community welcomed the crew and
families of the Los Angeles-class fastattack submarine USS Chicago (SSN
721) to Hawaii following a homeport
change from Guam, Sept. 28.
"The crew and I were sad to leave
Guam, but at the same time we're
excited to see our new home and start
the next chapter for Chicago," said
Cmdr. Brian Turney, commanding
officer of the submarine. "We are very
happy to finally be in Hawaii and
reunited with our families."
Shifting a boat from one port to another
can be a complicated task involving,
families, Sailors and many civilian and
military organizations working together,
and Chicago was no different.
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"It took a lot of planning and
communication across many
organizations to accomplish this change
of home port,' said Turney.
Turney thanked the Chicago's
Ombudsman Kalyn Kasten for her hard
work ensuring families were taken care
of during the transition.
"I just wanted to make sure all the
families were squared away," said
Kasten. "That meant ensuring things like
their pay was up to date, and they were
met at the airport by someone."
Kasten also said that while she loved
Guam, she was excited to be in Hawaii
and try new activities.
Chicago is scheduled for a maintenance
period at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard.
Once complete, the boat will return to
the fleet ready to support the nation as
one of the most advanced submarines
in the world.
Turney noted how effective the Chicago
has been in recent operations while
maintaining a robust schedule.
"Since 2012, Chicago served as the tip
of the spear in Guam," said Turney.
"She steamed hundreds of thousands of
nautical miles in support of national and
Pacific Fleet objectives, and participated
in numerous national and international
exercises."
Now that the boat has arrived in Pearl
Harbor and the focus of the crew will
shift to work in port and capitalizing on
local training opportunities.
Chicago was commissioned September
27, 1986, and is the Navy's 34th Los
Angeles-class fast-attack submarine.
Measuring 360 feet long and displacing
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more than 6,900 tons, Chicago has a
crew of approximately 140 Sailors.
Chicago is capable of supporting
various missions, including antisubmarine warfare, anti-surface ship
warfare, strike warfare and intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance.
The submarine is now assigned to
Submarine Squadron 7 headquartered
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam.

US Navy will use Xbox
controllers to operate
submarine periscopes

File photo: An attendee holds a Microsoft Xbox
controller while playing a video game at the
Electronic Entertainment Expo, or E3, in Los
Angeles, California, United States, June 17, 2015.
(REUTERS/Lucy Nicholson)

The next time you hear "down
periscope," the command may be
carried out via an Xbox controller.
The U.S. Navy is going to use
Microsoft Xbox 360 controllers to
operate periscopes on its newest
submarines, Virginia-class
submarines, reports say. The new
periscopes, which will have highresolution cameras and large monitors
,will be steered via the video game
controller, as opposed to the
helicoper-style stick that has
traditionally been used.
"The Navy got together and they
asked a bunch of J.O.s and junior
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guys, 'What can we do to make your
life better?' " said Lt. j.g. Kyle
Leonard, the USS John Warner's
assistant weapons officer, referring to
junior officers and sailors, according
to Military.com. "And one of the
things that came out is the controls
for the scope. It's kind of clunky in
your hand; it's real heavy."
Younger sailors are more familiar
with the controllers, which require
less training than the advanced stick.
In addition, they are significantly
cheaper. An Xbox 360 controller sells
for around $30 on Amazon, compared
to the $38,000 price tag for the
photonic mast handgrip and imaging
control panel.
"That joystick is by no means
cheap, and it is only designed to fit
on a Virginia-class submarine," said
Senior Chief Mark Eichenlaub, the
John Warner's assistant navigator. "I
can go to any video game store and
procure an Xbox controller anywhere
in the world, so it makes a very easy
replacement."
Neither Microsoft nor the U.S.
Navy could be immediately reached
for comment for this story.
The effort to reduce the costs
was the result of officials from
Lockheed Martin and the Navy
working together to use off-the-shelf
technology, while also taking
advantage of certain technological
skills the sailors already possessed.
The Xbox controller will be
included as part of the integrated
imaging system for the
aforementioned Virginia-class subs,
starting with the USS Colorado, which
will be commissioned by November.
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Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332 (work number) or
bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718 or
ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-7418;
gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Lane, Huntley, IL 60142; (v) 847-867-8668; (f) 847-6692444; tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-5034;
hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 986-0175
franklin2@comcast.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News,

□

Internet,

□

Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444
January 16, 2016
Rev. H

