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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club, Rondout, IL Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. DECEMBER 16
b. JANUARY 20, 2018
c. FEBRUARY 17
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. DECEMBER – MAURICE YOUNG
b. JANUARY – EIGHTH ANNUAL CHILI DUMP
c. FEBRUARY – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!

3. December Birthdays: Jim Anderson 1st; Greg Miller 10th; Charlie Kruger 15th;
Ron Spooner 19th; Ed Dowling 19th; Bob Koonce 20th; Maurice Young 26th; Pete
Tzomes 30th; John Stines 30th. Happy Birthday, Shipmates!
4. Legacy pavers for our memorial are on sale now. Target is to sell 100 pavers by
Veteran’s Day. Have you done your part? Get ‘em while they’re hot. See the
order form on our Website.
5. Make Some Noise – At each meeting, we rattle a can and pass it around to collect
your loose change and larger donations. As a group, we want to buy pavers for
two of our founders, Harry Alvey and Charlie Wedel. Please chip-in.
6. Get ahead of the curve by sending your dues check to Tom Polzin; see page 9 for
his address. Additional donations graciously accepted.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2017
1) Attendees:
a) Glenn Barts, Sr.
b) Herman Mueller
c) Tom Polzin
d) Dick Anderson
e) Ray Ratliff
f) Frank Voznak, Jr.
g) Ed Dowling
h) Clayton Hill
i) Greg Miller
j) Maurice Young
k) Bob Zorn
l) Larry Warnke
m) Frank A. Walter
2) Meeting was called to order by Clay
Hill at 1100 followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance, invocation, and a round
of introductions.
3) Secretary’s Report was given by Clay
Hill. Minutes are published in the
newsletter that is posted on the
Website. Ed Dowling moved to
accept; Herman Mueller seconded;
vote was unanimous.
4) Treasurer’s Report given by Glenn
Barts. Savings $1,173.69; Checking
$3,643.00 Sub Memorial Checking
$89,222.11 Savings $5.00 and held
by national $79,117.43. Total
$168,344.54. Ray Ratliff moved to
accept; Frank Walter seconded; vote
was unanimous.
5) Committee Reports
a) Newsletter – Posted on Webpage.
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b) Membership – Send dues to Tom
Polzin at 1305 Winslow Circle
Woodstock, IL 60098.
c) Charitable Service – no news.
d) Community Outreach –
Individual shipmates are
encouraged to donate to Toys for
Tots. Need new bodies to help
out at Cobia.
e) Hospitality – Wild Game Feast at
KSC in January.
f) Webmaster – If you have
something to post on the
Website, send it to Frank Voznak.
g) Storekeeper – 2018 Calendars
are available for $10 each.
Inventory valued at $1,000.
h) Procedures – no news.
i) Eagle Scout – no news.
j) Memorial – Chris Gaines and
Frank Voznak spoke to a group
organized by Jeffrey Gray and
Andre King resulting in $1,500 in
donations. Upcoming meeting
with general contractor will
update the memorial cost;
anticipate report at our
December meeting.
6) Old (Unfinished) Business
a) Election for secretary and vicecommander is deferred to the
December meeting.
7) New Business
a) National office renewed the
organization’s blanket liability
insurance policy. Each base with
more than 20 members is asked
to pay $25.
8) Good of the Order item:
a) Duty Cook
i) November –Frank Walter.
ii) December – Maurice Young.
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iii) January – Eighth Annual Chili
Dump
b) Pete Tzomes will make a sizeable
donation toward a memorial
brick for Harry Alvey.
9) Adjourn. Ed Dowling moved to
adjourn; Frank Voznak seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 12:12 PM.

Lost Boats
USS Capelin (SS-289)
USS Sea Lion (SS-195)
USS F-1/Carp (SS-20)
USS S-4
(SS-109)

12/2/43
12/10/41
12/17/17
12/17/27

Chicago WWII
Submarine Memorial
Fundraising

Legacy Pavers are available for ordering.
Honor your service, your boat, a
family member’s service, your VFW post,
your company.
See www.crashdivebase.com for
information and an order form.
Special location for corporate donations of
$5,000 and up.

Make Some Noise
Crash Dive seeks to recognize Harry Alvey
and Charlie Wedel with pavers at our
memorial. Ed Dowling dutifully rattles a tin
can at each meeting. The noise inspires
those present to donate their coins, and
folding currency, to this worthwhile
undertaking. Kindly do your part.

Your End-of-Year
Charitable Plan
If you are working on finishing your
charitable giving and need some
ideas, we hope that you will consider
a donation to our WWII Memorial.
Our efforts have attracted over
$170,000 in a period of about five
years. That is a remarkable
accomplishment compared with
other bases that have raised funds
for projects.
Help put us over the top. Order
legacy pavers for yourself, your
buddies, or your family members.
Ask your shipmates to buy their own
paver too.
It would be outstanding if we could
hold a ribbon cutting ceremony in
2018, wouldn’t you agree?
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T'was the Night Before
Christmas-Submarine Style
By Sean Keck
Submitted by: Ed Dowling

T'was the night before Christmas, and what noone could see,
The men with the dolphins were under the sea.
Most of the crew was flat on their backs,
Snoring and dreaming all snug in their racks.
Those men on watch were making their rounds,
Some manning the planes or listening for
sounds.
Back in maneuvering or down in the room,
They all hoped the oncoming watch would come
soon.
I'd finished some PM's whose time was now due,
And hoped for some sleep, even an hour or two.
Against better judgment I took a short stroll,
And found myself wandering into control.
The Nav had the Conn, the COW was in place,
The COB had the Dive and a scowl on his face.
The helm and the planes were relaxed but
aware,
The QM and ET were discussing a dare.
To comply with the orders the Nav told the Dive,
To bring the boat up with minimum rise.
The orders were given and soon they were there,
At periscope depth with a scope in the air.
The QM confirmed our position with care,
The broadcast was copied, we brought in some
air.
The Nav on the scope let out a small cry,
He shook his head twice and rubbed at his eyes.
He looked once again to find what it was,
That interrupted his sweep and caused him to
pause.
Try as he might there was nothing to see,
So down went the scope and us to the deep.
I asked what it was that caused his dismay,
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He sheepishly said, "I'm embarrassed to say."
It could have been Northern Lights or a cloud,
Or a meteorite he wondered aloud.
But to tell you the truth I guess I must say,
Whatever it was it looked like a sleigh.
And though it passed quickly and never was
clear,
I almost believe it was pulled by reindeer.
We laughed and teased him and I got up to go,
When our moment was broken by "Conn, Radio."
They told us a message was just coming in,
We looked at the depth gauge and started to
grin.
"Radio, Conn, I feel safe to say,
Your attempt at a joke is too long delayed.
If it had been sooner it might have been neat,
But I doubt we're receiving at four-hundred feet."
"Conn, Radio, you can come down and see,
We're not playing games to any degree."
I headed aft with nothing better to do,
Surprised by the fact it was still coming through.
It stopped and was sent to control to be read,
The Nav read it slowly and scratched at his head.
Then again he began but this time aloud,
To those that now waited, a curious crowd.
"To you Denizens of the Deep and men of the
sea,
Who risk your life daily so others stay free.
I rarely have seen you on this, my big night,
For far too often you are hidden from sight.
But purely by luck I saw you tonight,
As your scope coaxed the plankton to glow in the
night.
And lucky for me I've finally won,
The chance to say thanks for all you have done.
I know that you miss your families at home,
And sometimes you feel as if you're alone.
But trust what I say and I'll do what's right,
I'll take something special to your families
tonight.
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

Along with the gifts I'll take to your kin,
I'll visit their dreams and leave word within.
They'll hear of your love, and how you miss
them,
I'll tell them that soon you'll be home again.
It might not be much I know that is true,
To thank you for all the things that you do.
But I'll do what I can, while you do what's right,
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight."

Taking The Heat: Navy
Tests New Steam Suit For
Sub Sailors
Julia Bergman, The Day, November 30

The Navy is testing a new suit designed
to protect sailors from steam leaks
aboard its nuclear-powered submarines.
If pressurized steam lines rupture,
the leaked steam is extremely hot and
can result in severe injury or death. To
make repairs or rescue crewmembers,
sailors must wear protective suits.
Sailors complained that the
existing steam suits, which went into use
about 2002, are cumbersome to put on,
involving two layers - one that is like a
normal firefighting ensemble and then a
protective suit on top of that.
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The new suit, which was designed
to be easier and quicker to put on, is
one piece, nine pounds lighter, and
easier to move around in. Improvements
also were made to the gloves, which
now look like lobster claws, improving
dexterity.
Sailors on the Los Angeles-class
attack submarine USS Toledo (SSN-769),
which returned to Groton on
Wednesday from a six-month
deployment, tested out the suits while at
sea, and will provide feedback to the
Navy. The suits also are being tested by
sailors on the Ohio-class ballistic missile
submarine USS Kentucky (SSBN-737),
based in Bangor, Wash., and the
Virginia-class attack submarine USS
Missouri (SSN-780), based in Groton.
Part of the testing is to see how
quickly sailors can get into the suits, said
Command Master Chief Matt Matteson
with the Office of Naval Research.
Testing at the Naval Submarine Base in
the spring showed sailors could suit up
in minutes.
"The most important thing is that
it's quicker for sailors to don and get to
the scene of the casualty," Matteson
said. "It provides a little bit more
assurance that the protective gear
you're wearing will actually be
appropriate for that situation."
There are only a few times in the
history of the Navy's nuclear power
program that the suits had to be used,
Matteson said. They are not intended for
use by the entire crew, but those in
certain jobs.
Matteson expects the new suits to
be implemented across submarine fleet
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in a year or two. He didn't have an
estimate for how much the suits will
cost.
The Office of Naval Research's
TechSolutions, which focuses on rapidly
producing prototype solutions to
problems submitted by sailors and
marines, provided funding for the
testing. The new suit was developed by
the Naval Sea Systems Command and
Navy Clothing and Textile Research
Facility.

Norfolk Naval Shipyard
Undocks USS La Jolla
(SSN 701)
Michael Brayshaw, NAVSEA, November 30

La Jolla will remain pier-side to
finish the final leg of its moored
training ship (MTS) conversion that
began in February 2015. La Jolla is
the first of two next-generation
platforms undergoing conversion at
the shipyard to train nuclear officers
and Sailors at the Nuclear Power
Training Unit (NPTU) in Charleston,
South Carolina. USS San Francisco
(SSN 711) arrived at the shipyard for
its conversion in January.
The two current MTS subs at
NPTU, both commissioned in 1964,
have trained nuclear officers and
Sailors since their conversions in
the early 1990s.
Since her arrival, La Jolla has
undergone two complete hull cuts
that separated the boat into three
pieces. The center section was
recycled, and three new hull
sections were added, extending the
overall ship length by 76 feet. The
new hull sections arrived from
Electric Boat via barge and were
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then craned into the dock. In the
midst of that massive undertaking,
the conversion process that
included work typical of the
engineered overhauls NNSY
conducts on other Los Angeles-class
submarines, continued.
"With the complexity of the
project, to get it out of dock required
the whole shipyard and a focused
effort," said La Jolla project
superintendent Commander Joe
Klopfer. "It feels good that we came
together to get it out, and the team
is able to see the fruits of its labor."
Over the next year, La Jolla will
undergo further modifications,
including electrical systems and
engine room work.
"There's also a significant
amount of structural work that
needs to be done to the boat to be
able to tow it down to Charleston,"
said Klopfer. La Jolla is scheduled to
complete its conversion to a fullfledged MTS in late 2018.
With La Jolla blazing the trail
for MTS conversion at NNSY, the
project team has proactively shared
lessons learned with the San
Francisco project, ranging from
ensuring adequate personnel
resources to testing equipment
earlier to attain certification. Those
efforts are already paying off, with
NNSY successfully tapping into the
SurgeMain program of reserve
Sailors to perform work on San
Francisco over the summer. Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard employees
also assisted with major valve and
piping replacement on San
Francisco earlier this year,
successfully completing the work in
25 days, two weeks ahead of
schedule.
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"Congratulations on achieving
one of the most difficult milestones
in NNSY ship repair and
construction history," Klopfer told
the La Jolla team. "You accepted my
challenge to undock on the 8th and
exceeded my expectations in every
way. I am very proud to be the La
Jolla Project Superintendent and
ready to charge to the next key
event and completing this
conversion."

Missing Submarine:
Argentine Navy Ends
Rescue Mission
Radina Gigova, Steve Almasy and Jason Hanna,
CNN, December 1

At the height of the search, 28 ships and
nine airplanes scoured the sea, backed by more
than 4,000 people over a search area of more
than 15,000 miles off the Argentine coast.
Eleven countries joined the searching
including Uruguay, Chile, Brazil, Peru, the United
States and United Kingdom.
Few clues point to the submarine's fate,
but in recent days authorities have released more
details of what's known to have happened before
it vanished mid-way on its journey from Usuaia in
the country's south and northern port of Mar del
Plata.

German Firms Investigated
Over Faulty Batteries Link To
Missing Argentine
Submarine
Hannah Strange, The Telegraph, December 10

The Argentine Navy has called off rescue efforts
to find 44 crew members aboard a missing
submarine, effectively acknowledging that there's
no hope they'll be found alive.
The ARA San Juan disappeared a few
hundred kilometers off Argentina's coast on
November 15, and despite an extensive air and
sea search no sign of the sub has been found.
Navy spokesman Enrique Balbi told
reporters Thursday the navy had allowed nearly
double the amount of time it would have been
possible for the crew to stay alive if the
submarine remain submerged. Officials had
earlier said the submarine had enough air to last
seven to 10 days.
Balbi wouldn't speculate on the fate of the
crew, but said the search for the missing sub will
continue until it's found.
"Despite the magnitude and efforts made it
has not been possible to locate the submarine.
Information was received from two sources of
international organizations that report an
anomaly and acoustics in the vicinity of the last
known position of the San Juan submarine and
later confirmed with an event consistent with an
explosion," Balbi said.
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Argentine parliamentarians are reportedly
investigating two German firms over the
replacement of batteries on the missing
submarine ARA San Juan, alleging bribes
were paid to secure contracts and inferior
products used.
The German Interior Ministry has
received a request for information from the
Foreign Affairs Commission of the Argentine
parliament, officials confirmed to public
broadcaster Bayerische Rundfunk (BR).
"The suspicion exists that the batteries
that were replaced were not, in part or at all,
of the quality that they should have been. We
don't know either where they came from,
whether from Germany or from another
country. Because of this we want to know
what technicians were there and who signed
saying: good, this is repaired," Cornelia
Schmidt-Liermann, head of the Argentine
parliamentary commission, said according to
the network.
She said it was believed that bribes may
have been paid to secure contracts for the
renovation, and that "German companies
were involved".
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The two firms from which the
commission has requested information Ferrostaal and EnerSys-Hawker - signed a
contract for 5.1 million euros to replace 964
batteries on the German-built sub, BR
reported.
Ferrostaal has denied any
responsibility, saying its role was only to
mediate in the contract, for which it received
a commission. EnerSys-Hawker has not yet
responded publicly.
Questions have been mounting in
Argentina over the state of the batteries on
the ARA San Juan, of which there is still no
trace almost a month after its November 15
disappearance.
The vessel had reported a fault with its
batteries shortly before it lost contact and had
been ordered to return to the Mar de Plata
naval base. Three hours later, an "acoustic
event" believed to be an underwater
explosion was detected close to the sub's last
known location.
The final communication from the
ARA San Juan said an entry of seawater had
caused a short-circuit in the batteries and "the
beginnings of a fire".
Families of the 44 crew members and
politicians have raised questions over the
submarine's mid-life renovation, which was
completed in 2014. One aspect under
scrutiny is the decision to replace all internal
elements of the batteries but retain the old
casings.
The Argentine minister of defence,
Oscar Aguad, last week (Tuesday) revealed
"suspicions" that there had been corruption in
the five-year renovation process, which took
place under the previous government of
Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner.
He told TV channel Todo Noticias
there were a number of "anomalies" that
indicated overcharging and the use of substandard products.
Mr Aguad said a legal complaint had
been filed in the past over alleged corruption
in the refit, but that it was "swept under the
rug" without ever being investigated.
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Submarines May Go
Completely Undetectable
Thanks To This New
Electromagnetic Cloak
Immanuel Jotham, International Business Times,
December 12

Duke University researchers have devised
an "electromagnetic cloak" that eliminates
wake – the trail of disturbance that is seen
behind the submarine as it moves through
the sea – and reduces the drag of bodies
moving through the water. This could one
day be used to mask submarines from wake
detection devices.
Cloaking is achieved by accelerating
the water surrounding the moving object to
match its speed. This would leave the
surrounding areas of the sea completely
undisturbed while at the same increasing
the efficiency of the object's propulsion,
according to a phys.org report.
It is a lot easier to move through the
air than through water because of the
viscosity – resistance to gradual
deformation – of the liquid. Through shear
forces, water will drag a lot of its
surroundings along when moved.
Apart from the viscosity issue, there is
the effect that drag has on the shape of a
body moving along the water. So the best
solution, realised the researchers, was to
actually push water away from the moving
body. "There are many ways to reduce
wake and drag, like surrounding an object
with low-friction bubbles, which is actually
done with some naval torpedoes," said
Yaroslav Urzhumov, adjunct assistant
professor of electrical and computer
engineering, at Duke.
When charged particles move
through an electromagnetic field, the field
pushes on that particle. The ocean water is
filled with charged particles in the form of
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ions like sodium, potassium and
magnesium, so there are plenty of things to
push out on. This makes the water move at
a pace that matches the submarine, leaving
a trail behind
"But there's only so much you can do
if you're just applying forces at the surface.
This cloaking idea opens a new dimension
to create forces around an underwater
vessel or object, which is absolutely
required to achieve full wake cancellation,"
he added.
Urzhumov devised a way in which
electromagnetic fields interact with the
dense, charged particles normally found in
sea water to create the cloaking device.
"The original idea was so big that it
enticed colleagues at the Naval Undersea
Warfare Centre to help us pursue it, even
though they were incredibly sceptical," said
Urzhumov.
The idea of a cloaking device was first
proposed by a team at Duke in 2011, but it
was a complex system that made use of
multiple small motors and pumps working

in unison to create the cloaking effect.
"Since then, we have identified a path to
materialising this seemingly impossible
proposal," he added.
In lab simulations, water around the
cloak appeared to be completely still, with
absolutely no wake left as a trail behind it.
In real world situations, however, there is
bound to be some level of drag and as a
result a bit of wake is going to be there,
notes the report.
It is, however, not clear if such a cloak
could go undetected against custom-made
wake detection systems like the ones found
on Soviet ships.
The development stemmed out of
Duke's pioneering work in "metamaterials"
where an object's structure and not
chemistry creates the desired properties.
Research into metamaterials also led to the
development of a sonar cloaking device that
can cause sound to read any object behind
it as being completely flat, according to a
Duke release.

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332 (work number) or
bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718 or
ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-7418;
gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668;
tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-5034;
hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 986-0175
franklin2@comcast.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitutio n, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News,

□

Internet,

□

Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444
January 16, 2016
Rev. H

