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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club, Rondout, IL Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. FEBRUARY 17
b. MARCH 17
c. APRIL 21
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. FEBRUARY – GLENN BARTS, SR.
b. MARCH – BRET ZACHER
c. APRIL – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!

3. February Birthdays: Don Robbins 4th; Leon Lemma 6th; Eric Hansknecht 11th;
Larry Heckelsmiller 12th; Steve Benicke 12th; Scott Jaklin 17th. Happy Birthday,
Shipmates!
4. Legacy pavers for our memorial are on sale now. Target is to sell 100 pavers by
Veteran’s Day. Have you done your part? Get ‘em while they’re hot. See the
order form on our Website.
5. Make Some Noise – At each meeting, we rattle a can and pass it around to collect
your loose change and larger donations. As a group, we want to buy pavers for
two of our founders, Harry Alvey and Charlie Wedel. Please chip-in.
6. Inclement Weather Policy: Meetings will be held as scheduled for

all who can make it with no provision to call members or otherwise cancel.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2017
1. Attendees:
a. Glenn Barts, Sr.
b. Clayton Hill
c. Greg Miller
d. Larry Warnke
e. Chris Gaines
f. Frank Voznak, Jr.
g. Frank Walter
h. Herman Mueller
i. Ray Ratliff
j. Maurice Young
k. Ted Rotzoll
l. Bret Zacher
2. Meeting was called to order by
Clay Hill at 1113 followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance, invocation,
and a round of introductions.
3. Secretary’s Report was given by
Chris Gaines. Minutes are
published in the newsletter that
is posted on the Website. Frank
Walter moved to accept; Frank
Voznak seconded; vote was
unanimous.
4. Treasurer’s Report given by Glenn
Barts. Savings $1,173.69;
Checking $3,941.25; Sub
Memorial Checking $93,387.11;
Savings $5.00 and held by
national $94,117.43. Larry
Warnke moved to accept;
Maurice Young seconded; vote
was unanimous.
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5. Committee Reports
a. Newsletter – Posted on
Webpage.
b. Membership – Send dues to
Tom Polzin at 1305 Winslow
Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098.
c. Charitable Service – Satisfied
our 2017 donation plan.
d. Community Outreach –
Continue taking care of the
Cobia.
e. Hospitality – Wild Game Feast
at KSC on January 27. Tickets
available at the door.
f. Webmaster – If you have
something to post on the
Website, send it to Frank
Voznak.
g. Storekeeper – No new.
h. Procedures – No news.
i. Eagle Scout – Numerous
presentations are coming up.
j. Memorial – Frank Voznak
i. Met with architect last week.
Detailed design review
including the benches to
lower cost as well as the
best finish to protect against
corrosion and what material
can be touched-up. Giving
thought to repairing possible
vandalism in the original
design. Flagpole is feasible
now. Drawings now ready
to get bids. Shipmate Peter
Stephenson joined the
design team and has our
best interests at heart.
ii. Committee meeting next
week. Will discuss
disposition of any excess
funds.
Crash Dive Base
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6. Old (Unfinished) Business
a. None.
7. New Business
a. Dues are due to Tom Polzin.
b. Frank Voznak suggested that
we explore participating in the
Memorial Day Parade in
Waukegan. Herman Mueller
will investigate. Mundelein is
another possibility.
8. Good of the Order item:
a. Duty Cook
i. January – Eighth Annual Chili
Dump – Thanks to Larry
Warnke, Glenn Barts,
Maurice Young, Chris
Gaines, Ted Rotzoll and
Frank Walter for their
batches of chili.
ii. February - Glenn Barts, Sr.
iii. March – Bret Zacher.
b. Kane County Gun Show,
Sunday, Feb 11; need bodies;
0730-1330; Contact Greg
Miller.
c. Hines WWII Picnic, August 11.
d. USS Cobia birthday March 17;
big celebration. Suggest we
hold a birthday party at our
meeting that day.
e. 786 Club report by Chris
Gaines focused on the
upcoming visit to Honolulu.
9. Adjourn. Larry Warnke moved to
adjourn; Glenn Barts seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 1244 PM.
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Lost Boats
USS Barbel
(SS-316)
USS Shark I
(SS-174)
USS Amberjack(SS-219)
USS Grayback (SS-208)
USS Trout
(SS-202)

2/4/45
2/11/42
2/16/43
2/27/44
2/29/44

Make Some Noise
Crash Dive seeks to recognize Harry Alvey
and Charlie Wedel with pavers at our
memorial. Ed Dowling dutifully rattles a tin
can at each meeting. The noise inspires
those present to donate their coins, and
folding currency, to this worthwhile
undertaking. Kindly do your part.

Trump Submarine
Proclamation
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Chicago WWII
Submarine Memorial
Fundraising

From the archives: U.S.
Submarine rammed in
1917; 19 men lost
John Bunker, San Diego Union Tribune, Dec. 16

Honor your service, your boat, a
family member’s service, your VFW post,
your company.
See www.crashdivebase.com for
information and an order form.
Special location for corporate donations of
$5,000 and up.

SAN DIEGO, California — One
hundred years ago, on Dec. 17, 1917,
Submarine F-1 sank about 15 miles
west of the San Diego Harbor entrance
after colliding with a sister submarine.
Nineteen sailors lost their lives; the
commander and four men on the bridge
escaped. Details of the tragedy
remained secret for almost 50 years.
From the Union, Aug. 30, 1970:
Navy Lifts 50 Year Silence On Point
Loma Sub Sinking.
On Dec. 18, 1917, the Navy Department
issued a brief, cryptic press release to
the effect that an American submarine
had been lost "along the American
coast." There were no details. Not until
many hours later did it become know
that the submarine was the F-1 and that
it had sunk within sight of San Diego.
The tragedy had occurred on Dec. 17
but not until Dec. 19 was The San Diego
Union able to print the barest facts
about the accident and give the names
of five survivors and the 19 who went
down with the ship.
"The Navy has withheld details," the
story said.
Because of wartime censorship, no
details were ever released and as the
years passed, the sinking of the F-1
became an almost unknown and
virtually forgotten incident in American
naval history.

Legacy Pavers are available for ordering.
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Now that the 50-year period of military
"restricted classification" has passed on
the reports of this sinking, full details are
available from government records in
Washington. They show that the tragedy
was caused, as are so many sea
accidents, by a simple failure in
communications.
F-1 built by the Union Iron Works at San
Francisco, was launched Sept. 6, 1911.
During construction she was known as
the USS Carp and on the naval list was
Submarine Torpedo Boat 20.
The designation was changed to F-1 in
November 1911, after the secretary of
the Navy had ordered letters and
numerals for submarines instead of
names. The 142-foot 330-ton F-1 was
commissioned at Mare Island Navy Yard
June 19, 1912, with Lt. (j.g.) J. B. Howell
in command.
The new boat operated between San
Diego and San Francisco for several
months after her commissioning, then
was assigned to Honolulu, being towed
to her new station behind the battleship
South Dakota. In Honolulu, she became
part of the First Submarine Division,
Torpedo Flotilla, Pacific Fleet, her
companions being the other boats of
this class; F-2, F-3 and F-4, all
mothered by the, submarine tender
Alert.
It was on the morning of March 25,
1915, that F-1, F-3, and F-4 left
Honolulu for local operations. F-4 did
not return and the eventual detection
and recovery was a classic of naval
salvage.
She was later "interned" at the bottom of
Pearl Harbor after it was discovered that
she had suffered a leak in the battery
compartment and the crew had been
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killed by chlorine gas. This was the
Navy's first submarine disaster.
The loss of F-1 so soon after this dealt
the fledgling, submarine service a heavy
blow
In partial layup during 1916, the F-1
returned to full commission in 1917 and
was assigned to, Patrol Force, Pacific,
taking part in the development of
submarine tactics, spending much of her
time maneuvering with her sister subs
and making practice attacks on surface
ships based at San Pedro.
On a day of generally good visibility, F1, F-2 and F-3 were making a surface
run from San Pedro to San Diego,
competing for semi-annual efficiency
and performance ratings. All boats were
making about nine, knots, running
abreast, Point Lorna was just ahead.
What happened then is told in this terse
report from the log of F-3.
“Stood on course 142 degrees true until
6:50 p.m. when course was changed to
,322, degrees true to avoid a very thick
fog bank. At about 5:55p.m. heard fog
whistle and sighted mast-head, light and
port side light of approaching vessel.
Ship was then swung with 10 degrees
right, rudder. Gave hard right rudder and
stopped both engines. Closed bulkhead
doors. Struck F-1 abaft of conning tower
with bow of ship. Backed -both motors;
F-1 listed and sank almost immediately.
Stood by survivors of F-1 and brought
five on board."
F-1 had sunk in 10 seconds at the most,
giving the 19 men below no chance to
escape.
One of the survivors was Lt. A. E.
Montgomery, the commanding officer.
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He told a board of inquiry how the
lookout, Machinist J. J. Schmissrauter,
had called him from the chart room,
reporting a light on the Port bow.
“Almost immediately," said Montgomery,
“it grew brighter. I gave the order ‘hard
right' as it was too late to stop and it
seemed but· an instant when F-3 came
out of the fog and rammed us.
The board of inquiry found that the three
vessels had all decided ,to change
course to clear the fog bank and had
signaled their intent by radio, but none
of the ships had received the others
messages. F·3's change of course was
deemed excessive under the
circumstances. The board pointed out.
in holding. F-3 responsible, that radio
failure was partly to blame, all boats of
this class suffering from poor radio
communication because of weak
transmitters and excessive engine noise
while underway.
Because of the depth of water and the
lack of submarine rescue equipment, no
attempt was made to locate the ship.

Navy Sees ‘Difficult Times’
With Recruiting Goals for
Nuclear, Cyber Sailors
John Grady, USNI News, February 15

WASHINGTON - Having struggled last
year to meet its recruiting goals, the
Navy’s personnel chief sees “difficult
times ahead” in attracting and keeping
sailors and officers as the sea service
expands the fleet in the coming years.
Testifying Wednesday before the
Senate Armed Services personnel
subcommittee Wednesday, Vice Adm.
Robert Burke said, “Certain fields are in
short supply” — specifically citing
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nuclear, advanced electronics, aviation
and cyber.
In budget documents released early this
week, the Navy is expected to add
7,500 more sailors than it did last year
to bring end-strength to 335,400 and
projected to have an end-strength of
344,800 by 2023. The anticipated
manpower growth is to fill billets in the
increased number of ships coming into
the fleet.
The situation in recruiting and retention
“requires close attention.”
Steps the Navy is taking to spur
recruiting and improve retention are
both monetary and non-monetary, he
said.
In the Fiscal Year 2019 budget request,
there is an across-the-board military pay
increase of 2.6 percent. In addition, the
service is requesting $318 million for
retention bonuses, up from $254 million
two years before and $92.2 million in
recruiting bonuses, up from $23.4
million two years before.
There were also requests for higher
flying duty and at-sea pays for FY 2019.
On the non-monetary side, Burke told
the panel that the incentives offered
through the Sailor 2025 is having a
positive effect on retention. Marketplace
detailing, for example, has been used
increasingly by sailors to keep their
families at the same homeport for their
next assignment, helping spousal
employment. It also allows sailor career
progression in the Navy and meets
service manpower needs.
Burke compares this detailing to finding
a job on LinkedIn.
Crash Dive Base
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“Constant rotation … causes stress on
the force,” Robert Wilkie, undersecretary
of Defense for personnel and readiness,
said. In addition to the constant moving
affecting spousal employment, it also
takes a toll on unit cohesion, he said
later in answer to a question. He added
he has been tasked by Defense
Secretary James Mattis to review
personnel policies in infantry units in the
Marines and Army that affect cohesion.
“Family stability is key to cohesion,” he
added, earlier noting 70 percent of the
force is married.
For the Marine Corps, Lt. Gen. Michael
Rocco, deputy commandant for
manpower and reserve affairs, said the
Marines take the family’s situation into
account before making a permanent
change of station move.
Looking at the Marines overall
personnel picture, Rocco told the panel
that quality recruiting remains very high,
as does retention, but did ask the
committee to look at “lineal list flexibility”
to reward talented officers in
promotions.
On other ways to improve retention,
Burke and the other service personnel
chiefs said they are looking at “up-andreturn” policies for members who want
or require a break in active service.
“The Navy thinks it has a lot potential,”
Burke said. He added the service has
been “filling hundreds of gaps at sea on
the enlisted side” through such a
program. For the officers, it is more
difficult because of service needs and
restrictions built into the Defense
Department’s officer management
program.

Mentioned by the chiefs during the
hearing to help “up-and-return” rather
than “up-and-out” were longer careers
— 40 years instead of 30, not as sharp
a rank pyramid to allow longer careers
and lateral transfers, more effective and
different use of the reserve component
including changes in Titles 10 [covering
active force and those reservists and
guardsmen on federal active service]
and 32 [covering National Guard on
state service].
An immediate personnel problem is the
large number of non-deployable
members on active service, the
Pentagon’s personnel chief said.
To ensure the men and women the
services are recruiting and are now in
the ranks can be sent overseas, Robert
Wilkie, undersecretary of Defense for
personnel and readiness, said he is
issuing a directive this week to get at the
“staggering number” of nondeployables.
“Thirteen to 14 percent of the force is
medically unable to deploy” for 12
months, Wilkie said, putting some of the
blame on the department itself. Internal
reasons include dental care and
previous medical waivers for enlistment
to meet the manpower requirements of
the “surge” in Iraq in 2007-2008. He said
the number of non-deployables exceeds
240,000 members on active duty and in
the reserve components.
He added the new policy will not apply
to pregnant or post-partum service
members, and medical review boards
will be in place for recovering wounded
members.

He said the Navy is prepared to pilot
initiatives in this area.
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Teamwork Crucial To Safe
Sailor Medical Evacuation
From Underway Submarine
MC3 Tristan B. Lotz, The Dolphin, February 8

Overcoming difficult weather and
complicated logistics, members of Naval
Submarine Base New London
(SUBASE)’s Port Operations and Fire
Departments played a crucial role in
evacuating a critically injured Sailor from
USS North Dakota (SSN 784) while the
submarine was underway recently.
"We got a call from the squadron
duty officer telling us what happened and
asking if there was anything we could
do," said Patrick M. O’Brien, a captain in
the SUBASE fire department, recounting
the events of Friday evening, Jan. 13.
"Since our primary mission is to support
those subs, the answer was ‘absolutely’."
The mission proved more difficulty
than originally expected as extremely
dense fog and the darkness of the night
hindered the effort.
"I’ve never seen anything like it
before," said Rich Willette, Ship Pilot for
SUBASE. "I’ve done medevacs, but never
like this. …Never at night in zero visibility.
Think of the differences between a light
fog and a dark fog: you couldn’t see
anything. It was just black!"
With the injured Sailor aboard the
submarine in critical condition, closing
the distance between North Dakota and
the rescue team aboard the tugboat John
P. Wronowski and getting the Sailor to a
hospital trauma unit was of vital
importance.
Willette knew the submarine would
have to be guided up the Thames River,
closer to awaiting transport to New
London’s Lawrence and Memorial
Hospital, for a safe rescue.
Page 8

Firefighters forming the rescue
team aboard the tug knew they had to
bring as supplies and equipment to
prepare for any possible scenario.
"We brought a lifting harness; we
brought a crane; we brought a litter and
sleeve, our basic trauma bag, and an
AutoPulse—so in the event of cardiac
arrest, we could jumpstart his heart,"
said SUBASE firefighter Brad Crandall.
"We were planning on the worst,
considering where we were going."
After a nerve-wracking journey out
into the dark waters to meet the
submarine, tugboat John P. Wronowski’s
Master Cal Edmunds was faced with an
equally challenging rendezvous.
"We couldn’t see it," said Edmunds,
describing his initial approach to North
Dakota. "We let the boat get ahead of us
first, so I could at least see the stern light:
a yellow light, which isn’t much of a
reference. We actually had to use the
radar for most of it to get ourselves lined
up with the sub."
Once North Dakota was "made
fast"- tied - alongside the tug, the rescue
team got into action to begin retrieving
the injured Sailor from inside the
submarine, a difficult task with the
submarine’s confined doorways and
hatches and narrow hallways.
"We knew we were going to get the
job done," said Crandall. "When we went
out there, Fireman Michael Pierangelo’s
job was to go down into the sub and assist
the crew in any medical care they wanted
to give the patient before we lifted him
out. The patient was conscious and
awake, but every time he tried to stand
up, his blood pressure tanked and he
almost passed out. We knew he was not
going to be able to leave by himself."
Leaving would be no easy matter.
The injured Sailor was being treated by
the submarines’ personnel in the
Crash Dive Base
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Wardroom; on the second of the
submarine’s three levels.
"We had to use a couple extra
trauma dressings to clean up the wound,
give a couple extra medications for the
pain, and then we got him prepared for
extrication," said Crandall.
Placing the injured Sailor into a
Reeves Sleeve, the rescue team
carefully maneuvered the litter through
the submarine to North Dakota’s tightlycramped weapons hatch. There, the
manpower of the rescue team was tested
as the litter was lifted vertically up and
out of the confines of the submarine and
onto its deck. From the deck of the
submarine, the rescue team cautiously
carried the litter across the span of
moving water that separated the coupled
vessels.
SUBASE Fire Chief Thomas
Clapsadle Jr. remarked that it was a
situation that the department hadn't
come across in his 28 years at the
department.
Once aboard the tug with the
injured Sailor, the rescuers focused on
making their best time to the pier at Fort
Trumbull State Park where additional

SUBASE firefighters and local
emergency service personnel stood by.
"They were on the phone with the
guys at the hospital," said Edmunds.
"They asked, ‘How long will it take to get
him over here for treatment? I told them,
give me 10 minutes. I think we were there
in three or four. The doctors said, ‘That
was the fastest 10 minutes of my life!’’"
Once ashore, the injured Sailor was
stabilized at Lawrence and Memorial
Hospital and then transferred to Yale
New Haven Hospital.
For the members of SUBASE’s Port
Operations and Fire Departments who
were crucial to the rescue’s success, the
event was just another opportunity to
make a difference, according to
Clapsadle.
For Cmdr. Mark Robinson,
commanding officer of USS North Dakota
(SSN 784), the rescue efforts were
nothing short of extraordinary. He
recognized both the SUBASE firefighters
and the Port Operations harbor pilot and
tug teams that helped save his crew
member’s life.

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332 (work number) or
bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718 or
ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-7418;
gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668;
tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-5034;
hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 986-0175
franklin2@comcast.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News,

□

Internet,

□

Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444
January 16, 2016
Rev. H

