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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club, Rondout, IL Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. APRIL 21
b. MAY 19
c. JUNE 16
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. APRIL – LARRY W ARNKE
b. MAY - SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
c. JUNE - SEE YOUR NAME HERE!

3. April Birthdays: Mike Slattery 23rd. Happy Birthday, Shipmate!
4. Legacy pavers for our memorial are on sale now. Target is to sell 100 pavers by
Veteran’s Day. Have you done your part? Get ‘em while they’re hot. See the
order form on our Website.
5. Make Some Noise – At each meeting, we rattle a can and pass it around to collect
your loose change and larger donations. As a group, we want to buy pavers for
two of our founders, Harry Alvey and Charlie Wedel. Please chip-in.
6. Meet the Public – Help staff our fundraising table at the Collector Arms Dealers
Association (CADA) Arms Show at the DuPage County Fairgrounds. The show
will be Saturday, April 28 from 0900-1600. To volunteer, contact Greg Miller (see
contact info on Page 9).

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2018
1. Attendees:
a. Phil Owens
b. Clay Hill
c. Bret Zacher
d. Greg Miller
e. Frank Voznak, Jr.
f. Ed Dowling
g. Frank Walter
h. Larry Warnke
i. Herman Mueller
j. Chris Gaines
k. Glenn Barts, Sr.
l. Maurice Young
m. Dick Anderson
2. Meeting was called to order by Clay
Hill at 1113 followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance, invocation, and a round
of introductions.
3. Secretary’s Report was given by Chris
Gaines. Minutes were circulated at
the meeting and will be published in
the newsletter that is to be posted
on the Website. Frank Voznak
moved to accept; Herman Mueller
seconded; vote was unanimous.
4. Treasurer’s Report given by Glenn
Barts. Savings $1,173.69; Checking
$3,886.09; Sub Memorial Checking
$97,639.11; Savings $5.00 and held
by national $94,117.43. Maurice
Young moved to accept; Dick
Anderson seconded; vote was
unanimous.
5. Committee Reports
a. Newsletter – Posted on
Webpage.
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b. Membership – Send dues to
Tom Polzin at 1305 Winslow
Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098.
c. Charitable Service – Nothing
new.
d. Community Outreach –
i. Cobia Working Party April 810 (Monday through
Wednesday). Working to
recover from winter.
Contact Greg to volunteer.
ii. Zurko Civil War Show April 29;
DuPage County Fairgrounds;
roughly 0800-1500; details
to follow; contact Greg to
volunteer.
e. Hospitality – Next event is the
corn roast in July. There will be
a spring cleanup; date is to be
determined.
f. Webmaster – If you have
something to post on the
Website, send it to Frank
Voznak.
g. Storekeeper – No news.
h. Procedures – No news.
i. Eagle Scout – No news.
j. Memorial – It appears that we
may have raised sufficient funds
to construct the memorial. Our
SOPs adequately address
proper spending controls.
Investigating consolidating
funds in our Memorial checking
account while leaving the
USSVCF account open for any
future donations. Sold 31 of a
projected 100 pavers; still have
room for yours. Bret Zacher
recommended and Frank
Voznak will investigate forming
an LLC to protect our resources
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through bonding the disbursing
officer Glenn Barts.
6. Old (Unfinished) Business
a. Herman Mueller reported
making contact with Waukegan
Memorial Day Parade
organizers and will stay in-touch
regarding our participation.
7. New Business
a. Planning Holland Club
presentations.
b. Gerry Schoemann donated his
metal artwork to sell for the
Memorial. Available for
purchase from Gerry as well.
c. Patterned after Great Lakes
Base, we adopted a “Summer
Potluck” meal that will be held
at our August meeting.
8. Good of the Order item:
a. Duty Cook
i. March – Thanks to Bret Zacher
for a fine Corned Beef
dinner.
ii. April – Larry Warnke
iii. May – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
iv. June – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
v. July – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
vi. August – Summer Potluck
b. Clay Hill noted that all bases
work to the national
constitution and do not need an
individual base constitution.
c. Make Some Noise; Ed Dowling
has about $147 plus two $100
checks that Glenn has. Larry
Warnke, Frank Walter, and
Chris Gaines will add enough to
total $500.
d. Phil Owens:
i. Serves Central Region, District
Two that is just WI and IL
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bases. The previous parts of
District Two now are District
Six.
ii. Phil has seven bases.
iii. He would like to visit each
base annually; the
requirement is every two
years.
iv. Like to establish additional
bases as possible.
v. D2 has 100% participation in
national financial reporting.
vi. All D2 bases with 25 or more
members donated toward
the liability insurance policy.
vii. Dave Farran and Phil Owens
are striving to improve interand intra-base
communication.
viii. Phil established a D2 Blog to
improve communications.
ix. The new national website
should enable
communicating with all
members; region, district
and bases will have the
ability to communicate with
their respective audiences.
x. Phil asked for a list of parades
and activities so he can
share it with Regional
Director and Central Region
District Commanders.
xi. Considering a CD2 Convention
at SubFest if there is
interest. Phil can look for a
facility to hold it. Greg
Miller noted that we staff
tables, man compartments,
etc. Phil is thinking about an
evening event, after daily
activities.
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e. Staff meeting April 11, Brat
Stop, 1030.
9. Adjourn. Larry Warnke moved to
adjourn; Dick Anderson seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 1307.

Lost Boats
USS PICKEREL (SS-177) 4/3/43
USS SNOOK
(SS-279) 4/8/45
USS THRESHER (SSN-593) 4/10/63
USS GUDGEON (SS-211) 4/18/44
USS GRENADIER(SS-210) 4/22/43

Make Some Noise
 Crash Dive seeks to recognize Harry
Alvey and Charlie Wedel with pavers
at our memorial.
 Ed Dowling dutifully rattles a tin can
at each meeting.
 The noise inspires those present to
donate their coins, and folding
currency, to this worthwhile
undertaking.
 Kindly do your part.
Legacy Pavers are available for ordering.

Chicago WWII
Submarine Memorial
Fundraising
Honor your service, your boat, a
family member’s service, your VFW post,
your company.
See www.crashdivebase.com for
information and an order form.
Special location for corporate donations of
$5,000 and up.

Page 4

Unraveling the
Thresher's Story
By Captain Joseph F. Yurso, U.S. Navy (Retired)

On 10 April 1963, the USS Thresher
(SSN-593) sank with all hands during sea
trials off the Massachusetts coast. At the
time, I was the shipyard watch officer at
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, where the
submarine was undergoing maintenance
as part of a post-shakedown availability

Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

(PSA). I had the honor of knowing many
of the crew members.
The Navy introduced the Submarine
Safety (SubSafe) Program following the
Thresher ’s loss, and it has taken many
steps to ensure that neither the
problems uncovered nor the casualties
are forgotten. More important, the
procedures instituted in the aftermath
continue to be rigidly followed.
Nevertheless, as the recent collisions
involving the USS Fitzgerald (DDG-62)
and the USS John S. McCain (DDG-56)
show, safety at sea is an ongoing
challenge. Most people working on
submarines today were not around
when the Thresher was lost, and though
SubSafe training includes reference to
the Thresher tragedy, we still have much
to learn from the details.
In the early 1960s, the Cold War was in
an active and dangerous stage. France
and the Soviet Union were conducting
atmospheric nuclear tests. The Cuban
Missile Crisis (October 1962) threatened
most U.S. cities with Soviet missiles. As a
result, construction of ballistic-missile
submarines (SSBNs) became the Navy’s
top priority, classified “Brickbat 01.”
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
Maine, was building SSBNs and SSNs
(nuclear-powered attack submarines).
The attack boats competed with the
missile boats for the same manpower,
materials, and resources, and the missile
subs usually won. During the Thresher’ s
construction, the Abraham Lincoln
(SSBN-602) was also being built, and
during the Thresher’s PSA, the John
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Adams (SSBN-620) and the Nathaniel
Greene (SSBN-636) were under
construction. The Thresher , the newest,
most advanced attack submarine in the
Navy, was commissioned on 3 August
1961, in spite of all the frustrations
associated with being a lower priority.
Following delivery, the Thresher
exceeded all expectations. During her
shakedown, she made it to test depth—
the deepest for any sub in the world—
more than 40 times. As the first
submarine of her class, she was
subjected to severe shock tests before
returning to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
The Thresher performed magnificently
during these shock trials but was subject
to depth restrictions afterward, because
the Bureau of Ships advised the shipyard
to conduct inspections for any evidence
of shock damage. In addition to some
alterations, the guidance included
inspecting any accessible silver-brazed
piping joints.
During the Thresher ’s construction,
silver-brazed pipe joints were inspected
visually and subjected to pressure
testing, but no non-destructive test was
performed, as ultrasonic testing was in
its infancy and not yet in widespread
use. Following the shock testing, the
Thresher returned to Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard for a PSA on 11 July 1962. This
availability was scheduled to last six
months and consume 35,000 man-days.
As workers discovered shock damage
and other problems, the PSA was
extended to nine months and more than
100,000 man-days.
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The Thresher was once again competing
with other construction for manpower,
talent, and attention during the PSA.
Even though the Thresher did not enjoy
high priority, commanders were anxious
to have her join the fleet. They were
ecstatic about the potential this
submarine demonstrated during her
shakedown period.
As the time approached for the Thresher
to go to sea, all the normal frustrations
associated with completing a
complicated ship were in play. The socalled fast cruise, which permits a
submarine to exercise and prove
readiness independent of the shipyard,
was terminated because of problems
with both shipyard and crew. A second
fast cruise was successful and the
submarine was declared ready for sea.
Senior ships superintendent of the
Thresher ’s PSA, Lieutenant Bob
Biederman, was an experienced
submarine officer. He shared with me
several times his frustration working this
submarine availability. He was
concerned that in his opinion the crew
needed more time for training—an
opinion shared by the Thresher’s court
of inquiry.
The Thresher got under way on 9 April
1963. Many people wanted to ride the
advanced submarine, creating an
overcrowding problem. As a result, some
people were told no. One naval officer
with a bag packed with personal items
was turned away as he approached the
brow to board the submarine. Franklin
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James Palmer, an experienced hydraulic
expert, had a bad cold and was
instructed to stay ashore. At the very last
minute, the doctors approved him to
make the trial because of his special
expertise.
The plan for this sea trial was to check
out the submarine and the crew on day
one, then rendezvous with the
submarine-rescue ship USS Skylark
(ASR-20) on day two to monitor the
location while the Thresher conducted a
deep dive to test depth. This would be
the first time since the shock trials that
Thresher dove to test depth.
At approximately 0900 on 10 April 1963,
the Thresher advised the Skylark,
“Experiencing minor difficulties.” Then at
0918, all communications were lost.
Some of the Skylark’s crew reported
they heard sounds as if a ship were
breaking up. The Thresher, the most
advanced submarine of the time and the
lead ship of the new class of submarines
was lost. The entire handpicked crew
and all the guests and talented advisers
were gone. The worst possible
peacetime Navy disaster had occurred.
The Navy convened a court of inquiry
with some of the most experienced
naval officers of the time. Their report is
comprehensive and after many years has
been declassified. One of the key
findings was that a silver-brazed piping
joint in a seawater system exposed to
sea pressure most probably had failed in
the engine room. The leak would have
damaged an electrical panel, resulting in
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a reactor “scram”—the reactor shutting
down automatically. This action meant
the submarine was suddenly left without
propulsion or electrical power and was
operating on batteries alone.
One of the last communications from
the Thresher to the Skylark was
“attempting to blow”—that is, to expel
seawater from her ballast tanks to
ascend—but she experienced difficulty.
The court conducted some tests on the
Tinosa (SSN-606), a sister submarine
under construction at Portsmouth. The
Thresher had strainers installed in her
blow system to protect delicate valves
from debris and dirt. The court theorized
that the submarine initiated a blow,
which the crew must have stopped as
they began to ascend. But when the
submarine had to reinstate the blow, the
strainers collapsed because of moisture
in the blow piping, resulting in no or
limited airflow. With no propulsion, and
unable to expel water from the ballast
tanks, the submarine sank to collapse
depth.
When the first messages from the
Skylark arrived at Portsmouth, I realized
how serious the situation was. Once the
Navy recognized the submarine was lost
with all hands, the situation became
chaotic. None of us was prepared for
this. Even now, more than 50 years later,
rarely a day passes when I do not think
of the tragedy.
I have tried over the years to understand
the whys and wherefores of this terrible
loss. First, the attack submarine Thresher
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was built at a time when missile
submarines were the top priority. As a
result, the Thresher did not always get
the best shipwrights or the proper
attention from the shipyard. For
example, the Bureau of Ships advised
the yard to inspect all accessible silverbrazed piping joints in systems exposed
to seawater pressure and to remove the
strainers in the blow system prior to sea
trials. (Silver-brazed joints had a history
of problems in earlier submarines that
were designed to operate at much
shallower depths than the Thresher .)
The shipyard discontinued inspecting for
shock damage and postponed removing
the strainers until after the sea trials.
Another contributing cause may have
been the absence of the submarine’s
most experienced reactor officer,
Lieutenant Raymond McCoole.
McCoole’s wife experienced a medical
problem and the submarine’s
commander told McCoole to stay home
and take care of her. His assistant had
just completed retraining in reactor
operation, where the operating rules to
safeguard the reactor are emphasized.
The Thresher had an unusual reactor
plant configuration in that the main
steam stop-valves were designed to
close automatically in the event of a
reactor scram. We know for certain the
reactor did scram as the submarine was
approaching test depth because of
sounds recorded by the national sound
surveillance system (SOSUS). The loss of
reactor function and the closing of
steam valves deprived the Thresher of
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normal electric and propulsion power.
As a result, air banks two, three, and four
automatically closed, and one bled
slowly.
A by-the-book reactor restart could take
between seven and ten minutes.
Overriding the rules and attempting to
open the main steam valves manually
also would take time because of their
location. It took a special decision to
ignore the reactor safety operating rules
and open these valves.
When the PSA had grown to more than
100,000 man-days and nine months, the
shipyard began to make decisions to get
the Thresher finished. The shipyard
stopped conducting inspections for
shock damage, stopped inspecting
silver-brazed piping joints, and
postponed other items, such as removal
of the strainers in the blow system.
Although the Thresher was not the
highest priority for the shipyard or even
perhaps the Navy, the operating forces
really wanted this submarine. As a result,
Portsmouth Navy Shipyard wanted to
finish the Thresher and get on with the
other submarines under construction.
No one appears to have considered that
sending a submarine to sea trials and
test depth for the first time following
shock trials might put her survival in
jeopardy.
Looking back at this truly sad state of
affairs, it is clear the Thresher ’s crew
needed more time to train, and the
shipyard should not have stopped
inspecting. The technology to inspect
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silver-brazed joints using ultrasonic
testing was available, albeit it its infancy.
Such testing might have revealed some
of the critical joints that were not safe.
Configuring the main steam stop-valves
to fail closed during a reactor scram was
later proven by actual tests to be
unnecessary. In fact, the Thresher ’s
reactor plant could have sustained
dragging steam from a scrammed
reactor for more than 20 minutes
without any damage to the plant. In
retrospect, we—those in charge at the
time—sent this submarine to sea too
soon. More time may have better
prepared her.
What if the Thresher had survived the
casualties and returned to the shipyard?
All or at least many of the deficiencies
might not have been corrected. We
probably would have continued building
submarines with silver-brazed joints and
the reactor plant configuration would
not have been changed. The SubSafe
program would not have been
established, and the Submarine Safety
Center might never have been created.
The complete review of submarine
design would have waited for a future
tragedy.
As a result of this loss, submarines today
are much improved and safer. The 129
men on the Thresher did not die in vain.
We must keep this story and history
alive.
Captain Yurso , PE, is Director of Technical
Development at QED Systems Inc.
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Iron Coffin: Inside North
Korea's Infiltration
Submarine
Andrew Salmon, Asia Times, March 4
It is an incongruous sight. Balanced on a
stand on the rocky shoreline of
northeastern South Korea perches a small
submarine, just 100 meters from one of the
many, many concrete bunkers that stand
sentry over this strategic stretch of surfsmashed coast.
The bunkers and tangles of razor wire
are South Korean. The vessel is not: She is a
North Korean infiltration boat which ran
aground here in 1996.
Despite her toy-like exterior - small in
size, painted in green and red, she
resembles a child's drawing of a submarine
- what happened to her crew is one of the
grimmest tales in the annals of modern
warfare.
On the night of September 17, 1996, a taxi
driver motoring along the coastal road just
outside the city of Gangneung spotted
something odd in the dark water. Curious,
he stopped his car and looked closer. What
he was looking at was a North Korean Sango
("Shark") class infiltration submarine.
He contacted police. At dawn, South Korean
naval commandos gingerly boarded the
boat and breached her hull. She was empty.
Inside, a fire had been lit in an unsuccessful
attempt to destroy onboard equipment, but
her crew - and the commando unit they had
been conveying - had disappeared.
Massacre and manhunt
A security alert was issued at 05:00 on the
morning of the 18th for the whole of
Gangwon Province, the area where the
Winter Olympics and Paralympics are
currently underway. According to a detailed
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report on the operation published by
specialist website NK News, over 40,000
South Korean troops deployed into the
rugged hills and mountains to track down
the infiltrators. Among the hunters were
two full brigades of South Korea's own killer
elite: "black berets," or airborne special
forces.
One of their first finds on a hillside
was a row of 11 dead men. All had been
shot in the head. There was no sign of a
struggle. They are believed to have lacked
physical fitness, so been executed apparently without resisting - by their
comrades. The remaining sailors - some of
whom had special forces training - and a
three-man commando team split up and
headed north. Their plan was to exfiltrate
through 150 km of South Korean territory,
then cross the DMZ into friendly territory.
Some of the escapees were dressed in
dark-colored civilian clothes and tennis
shoes; others were in South Korean
uniforms and carried South Korean
weapons. These men were elite troops of
the Reconnaissance General Bureau, or
RGB: North Korea's 200,000-strong
directorate for espionage, special
operations and, more recently, cyber
warfare.
Over the next days and weeks,
scattered firefights would take place across
Gangwon's autumnal forested terrain as
groups of infiltrators were discovered and
engaged. When it was over, 13 had been
killed in gunfights. One surrendered to local
police. (He was debriefed, turned, and now
works as a special advisor to the South
Korean Navy.) One was never found. He is
presumed to have escaped back to North
Korea - a masterly feat of tactical field craft.
In the 49-day search operation, 12
South Korean troops and four South Korean
civilians were killed.
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It was later discovered that the
commandos, using scuba gear, had carried
out a successful reconnaissance of South
Korean military installations ashore before
their vessel ran aground as it came inshore
to pick them up. It would not be the last
such operation.
In 1998, a Yono ("Salmon") class minisubmarine was trapped in the nets of a
South Korean fishing boat outside the
nearby port of Sokcho - like Gangeung, on
the Sea of Japan, or what Koreans all the
East Sea. The vessel sunk as it was being
towed into shore; by accident, or as a result
of scuttling by the crew is unclear.
This time, the crew did not escape.
Inside, was a gruesome scene. When the
boat's hatches were forced open, it was
discovered that the nine men aboard, crew
and commandos, had shot each other and
themselves rather than face capture.
An RGB-controlled midget submarine
is widely believed to have launched the
deadliest attack on South Korea in recent
years - albeit on the other side of the
peninsula, in the Yellow Sea. The submarine
was blamed for the sinking of the corvette
Cheonan in 2010, for the loss of 46 South
Korean sailors. North Korea denies that
attack.
All aboard a claustrophobe's nightmare
However, North Korea did, belatedly,
admit to the 1996 incident: It called it a
training operation that went wrong. As a
result of Pyongyang's admission, the
cremated remains of the infiltrators were
returned to North Korea. The submarine,
however, was not.
The boat is now accessible by the
public in what is an open-air, waterfront
museum just outside Gangeung. The
damage to her stern and screws from her
grounding is plain to see. A ladder takes you
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up and into her interior, through either bow
or stern hatches.
German U-boat men of World War I dubbed
their craft "iron coffins," but the North
Korea boat, at just 35 meters long and less
than four meters wide, is smaller than their
wartime vessels. Her interior is cramped to
the extreme. The three compartments are
lined with a tangle of tubing, valves and
communications equipment; fire damage
can be seen in the conning tower. The only
sanitation facility aboard is a single sink.
To picture 26 men, complete with
scuba gear and weapons, compressing
themselves into this tiny underwater space
is a claustrophobe's nightmare.
Back in the sunshine, the museum's
exhibits also include a small wooden vessel.
A North Korean semi-submersible
infiltration boat, piloted by naval
commandos, she is one of several that have
been found off the South Korean coast.
Far more impressive is a World War IIera US destroyer, the USS Everet Frederick
Larwon that was donated to the South
Korean Navy in 1972. Renamed Jeonbuk,
she remained in service until 1999, after
which she became part of the museum
exhibit. Bristling with gun turrets, antiaircraft weapons and anti-submarine
mortars, she towers over the puny North
Korean naval assets in her shadow.
A potent threat; viable potential
Yet, while much evidence suggests that the
regular North Korean People's Army is
poorly equipped and poorly fed with
minimal medical backup - a defector last
year was infested with intestinal worms
contracted through eating contaminated
food - there is no question that North
Korea's special forces represent a potent
threat.
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In repeated operations - in 1968,
1969, and the two submarine incursions these troops have fought to the death,
killed each other or killed themselves to
avoid capture. And each time, they have
taken a heavy toll on their South Korean
opponents.
While their equipment may be
primitive, their training and motivation are
clearly top-tier. A US special force veteran
evinces a grudging respect for their spirit.
"Morale probably is high when they
are willing to carry out such operations - to
send a special forces soldier on an
unsupervised, cross-border, probably
kamikaze mission, requires very high
morale," said Michael Yon, a former Green
Beret who covered the Afghan and Iraq
conflicts as a blogger and independent
journalist. "They realize that if caught,
chances of torture are high, and all odds are
stacked up against them. They must be
self-reliant - they cannot call for
reinforcements or extraction."
With US war planners reportedly
mulling limited strikes against North Korea's
nuclear and missile programs after the
Paralympics end on March 18, the RGB is a
viable asset that Pyongyang could activate
in response.
Korea-based US troops, speaking off
the record, say that they do not expect
North Korea to react to a US attack with
conventional weapons, such as artillery: to
do so could lead to North Korea losing any
possible control as the conflict escalated.
The result could mean all-out war, and the
likely downfall of the Kim regime.
Hence, a "deniable" response - such
as terrorist attacks carried out by deep
cover, plain-clothes RGB personnel against
US military, political or commercial assets in
South Korea, or further afield, such as in
Japan or Okinawa - is a plausible retaliation
scenario.
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Assets may already be in place, Yon
speculated. "For those who have not been
there and may infiltrate during the time of
war, they likely have memorized in detail
the maps and terrain around their targets,"
he said. "There is a high chance weapons
and other war materiel are cached in the
South."
The fact that they sound and look
local would make them very, very hard to
detect, Yon continued.
"North Korean special forces already
speak the language and look the part: A
change into civilian clothes backed by
counterfeit documents is enough to blend
in and supply themselves," he said. "There
is a good chance that some of the officers
are living there right now - one wonders
how many defectors are operatives,
including females."
Even so, special forces alone are not
war winners - and the 28,500 GIs in Korea
can draw on much recent experience
fighting terrorists, including suicide
bombers.
"[North Korean special forces] put
more allied troops at risks, we would have
to take more casualties because of their
unwillingness to surrender," said Dan
Pinkston, a strategy expert who teaches at
Troy University. "Our infantry and special
forces would have to think about this, they
would have to have special tactics - but they
have experiences of fighting this kind of
threat in the Middle East."

The Test
An old country preacher had a
teenage son, and it was getting
time the boy should give some
thought to choosing a profession.
One day while the boy was away
at school, his father decided to try
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an experiment. He went into the
boy's room and placed on his
study table four objects:
1. A Bible
2. A silver dollar
3. A bottle of whiskey
4. A Playboy magazine.
"I'll just hide behind the door", the
old preacher said to himself.
"When he comes home from
school today, I'll see which object
he picks up". "If it's the Bible, he's
going to be a preacher like me
and what a blessing that would
be. If he picks up the dollar, he's
going to be a business man and
that would be okay, too. But if he
picks up the bottle, he's going to
be a no-good drunken bum and
Lord, what a shame that would
be. And worst of all, if he picks up

that magazine he's going to be a
skirt-chasing womanizer".
The old man waited anxiously and
soon heard his son's footsteps as
he entered the house whistling
and headed for his room. The boy
tossed his books on the bed and
as he turned to leave the room he
spotted the objects on the table.
With curiosity in his eye, he walked
over to inspect them.
Finally, he picked up the Bible
and placed it under his arm. He
picked up the silver dollar and
dropped into his pocket. He
uncorked the bottle and took a
big drink while he admired the
magazine's centerfold.
"Lord have mercy", the old
preacher whispered. "He's going
to be a SUBMARINE SAILOR!!!!!"

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332 (work number) or
bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718 or
ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-7418;
gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668;
tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-5034;
hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 986-0175
franklin2@comcast.net

Page 12

Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News,

□

Internet,

□

Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444
January 16, 2016
Rev. H

