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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club, Rondout, IL Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. MAY 19
b. JUNE 16
c. JULY 21
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. MAY – CHRIS GAINES
b. JUNE – MAURICE YOUNG
c. JULY – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!

3. May Birthdays: Clay Hill 2nd; Ed Potts 12th; Stephan Robich 22nd; Larry Warnke
28th. Happy Birthday, Shipmates!
4. Legacy pavers for our memorial are on sale now. Target is to sell 100 pavers by
Veteran’s Day. Have you done your part? Get ‘em while they’re hot. See the
order form on our Website.
5. Make Some Noise – At each meeting, we rattle a can and pass it around to collect
your loose change and larger donations. As a group, we want to buy pavers for
two of our founders, Harry Alvey and Charlie Wedel. Please chip-in.
6. Summer Potluck – Get ready with your favorite dish for the Summer Potluck
lunch at our August meeting. Thanks to Great Lakes Base for the inspiration.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
April 21, 2018
1. Attendees:
1. Attendees:
a. Clay Hill
b. Greg Miller
c. Frank Voznak, Jr.
d. Ed Dowling
e. Frank Walter
f. Larry Warnke
g. Chris Gaines
h. Glenn Barts, Sr.
i. Maurice Young
j. Carl R. Dunford (sp)
k. Herman Mueller
l. Ted Rotzoll
2. Meeting was called to order by
Clay Hill at 1104 followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance, invocation,
and a round of introductions.
3. Secretary’s Report was given by
Chris Gaines. Minutes are
published in the newsletter that
is posted on the Website. Greg
Miller moved to accept; Herman
Mueller seconded; vote was
unanimous.
4. Treasurer’s Report given by Glenn
Barts. Savings $1,173.69;
Checking $3,987.09; Sub
Memorial Checking $97,639.11;
Savings $5.00 and held by
national $94,117.43. Herman
Mueller moved to accept; Ed
Dowling seconded; vote was
unanimous.
5. Committee Reports
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a. Newsletter – Posted on
Webpage.
b. Membership – Send dues to
Tom Polzin at 1305 Winslow
Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098.
c. Charitable Service – Nothing
new.
d. Community Outreach –
i. Zurko Civil War Show Saturday
April 28; DuPage County
Fairgrounds; roughly 09001600; contact Greg to
volunteer.
ii. Cobia working party last
week; seven people from IL,
Crash Dive, and Chicago
Bases participated.
iii. Next working party will be in a
few months on a weekend
to accommodate employed
shipmates.
e. Hospitality – Next event is the
corn roast in July. There will
be a spring cleanup on
Saturday May 12 at 0800;
lunch will be served.
f. Webmaster – If you have
something to post on the
Website, send it to Frank
Voznak. New picture and
updated the memorial page.
g. Storekeeper – No news.
h. Procedures – No news.
i. Eagle Scout – Presentation
tomorrow in St. Charles and
next Sunday in Gurnee at
1400. Wear vest and cap.
j. Memorial – Funding is at a
level that contracts are being
readied. City of Chicago will
wait for permits until Wanda
Vista Tower plans are
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

complete since it may affect
our location. Renewed
contact with Alderman Reilly.
6. Old (Unfinished) Business
a. None.
7. New Business
a. None.
8. Good of the Order item:
a. Duty Cook
i. May – Chris Gaines
ii. June – Maurice Young
iii. July – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
iv. August – Summer Potluck
b. Make Some Noise; Ed has
$187.78 plus two $100 checks
that Glenn has.
c. Staff meeting May 9, Brat
Stop, 1030.
9. Adjourn. Glenn Barts moved to
adjourn; Greg Miller seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 1227.

Chicago WWII
Submarine Memorial
Fundraising
Honor your service, your boat, a
family member’s service, your VFW post,
your company.
See www.crashdivebase.com for
information and an order form.
Special location for corporate donations of
$5,000 and up.

Lost Boats
USS Lagarto SS 371
USS Scorpion SSN 589
USS Squalus SS 192
USS Stickelback SS 415

5/ 3/45
5/22/68
5/23/39
5/30/58

Make Some Noise
 Crash Dive seeks to recognize Harry
Alvey and Charlie Wedel with pavers
at our memorial.
 Ed Dowling dutifully rattles a tin can
at each meeting.
 The noise inspires those present to
donate their coins, and folding
currency, to this worthwhile
undertaking.
 Kindly do your part.
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Legacy Pavers are available for ordering.
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

A Sea Story
Submitted by: Eric Clauson

After 9/11 an old retired Navy Chief asked
the CNO to return him to active duty
and send him to the middle east.
Of course, the CNO refused, and told the
old veteran he had served his time and
should relax and enjoy his golden years.
The 'ole Chief wasn't at all pleased, so he
wrote the Secretary of the Navy with the
same request. Back came the reply for
him to enjoy his golden years, because
this war was a young man's war and
there was no place for him. That really
pissed him off, so he wrote his
congressman a long, heart wrenching
letter explaining in great detail just why
he felt he should be returned to active
duty. Back came the reply almost word
for word, the same as the SecNav
response....... The 'ole Chief was livid. He
went down to the beach in Norfolk
Virginia, bought a rowboat, and vowing
to get to the Persian Gulf one way or the
other, he set out rowing his boat and
singing the …” Anchors away my boys,
Anchors away " ........... and off he rowed
for the gulf.
Saint Peter had been watching this
grizzled 'ole CPO all the while and was at
first amused by it all but had grown
increasingly concerned as the Chief
displayed his commitment to his
objective. Saint Peter finally turned to
God for advice on how to deal with this
unwavering old salt. After hearing the
saga unfold, God advised Saint Peter to
be merciful and take the Chief's brain,
since that was the center of thought, and
he would simply abandon the idea about
getting to the Persian Gulf.
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Now, having taken God's advice and
removing the Chief's brain, St. Peter
observed little if any change in the
Chief's behavior. He continued to row
his boat and sing at the top of his voice
"Anchors away my boys, anchors away
".......
A little frustrated at the lack of results of
his efforts, St. Peter turned again to his
God and asked, "Now what?" God said,
"Well OK, take his heart, because not
even an old fleet sailor can function
without a heart. So, that should end it."
But when St. Peter had completed his
task, and removed the Chief's heart, he
was again amazed that little if any
change could be observed in the Chief's
behavior as he continued to row his boat
and sing " Anchors away my boys,
anchors away "....... at-the-top-of-hisvoice.
Once again, St. Peter asked God for
assistance with this unusual situation for
which there seemed to be no solution.
This time God responded by suggesting
that St. Peter should remove the old boat
sailor's testicles, since it's a well-known
fact that steadfast old sailors can't
function without their testicles.
Otherwise, what would be the reason for
Sailors having the worldwide reputation
of having the balls to do the impossible?
Convinced this was the answer, St. Peter
went to work and removed the 'ole
Chief's balls. Again, St. Peter observed
the Sailor, this time with his balls, brains
and heart removed, rowing in a neverending circle singing, "Off we go, into the
wild blue yonder."
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Navy Virginia Attack Subs
Will Fire Nuclear Warhead,
Expand Mission

Kris Osborn, Warrior Maven, March 23

The Navy’s Director of Undersea Warfare
told Congress that a new nuclear-armed
submarine launched cruise missile would
be fired from Virginia-class attack
submarines, marking a shift for the
conventionally-armed attack submarine
into a nuclear deterrence role.
“While Virginia-class submarines
can use conventional deterrence to keep
adversaries in check, a sub-launched
cruise missile with a nuclear warhead
would be incorporated into Virginias
and give national command authority
additional escalation control, Rear Adm.
John Tammen, Director, Undersea
Warfare Division, told lawmakers at a
March 20 hearing before the Seapower
and Projection Forces Subcommittee of
the House Armed Services Committee.
The emerging weapon, called for in
the current administration’s recent
Nuclear Posture Review, is intended to
bring new elements to the Pentagon’s
current nuclear weapons deterrence
posture. With the current status quo,
only larger ballistic missile submarines,
such as the Ohio class and emerging
Columbia-class, are equipped to fire
nuclear weapons, such as the Trident II
D5.
Virginia-class attack submarines
are currently armed with Tomahawk
missiles and torpedoes; adding a nuclear
weapons capability would expand its
mission set and give combatant
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commanders new options, Tammen
added.
“Because of its stealth, the
submarine provides unique intelligence
and warning as well as ISR type data.
Without this, the crew is less informed
moving forward which provides
additional strategic risk,” he said.
Small, agile high-tech attack
submarines are able to approach high
threat areas due to on-board sonar and
other quieting technologies. These
undersea platforms are, in many cases,
able to access high-risk areas and
coastal regions not typically reachable
by surface ships. This enables Navy
forces to assess enemy defenses,
conduct reconnaissance and even
launch attacks while less detectable to
enemy forces.
Given this scenario, bringing a
nuclear deterrence option to these
submarines could enable commanders
to hold more areas at risk of nuclear
strike from closer-in proximity, thereby
strengthening the threat posture.
These advantages are enhanced by
recent undersea technical innovations,
which have been underway and tested
as prototypes for many years. Some of
them are now operational on the USS
South Dakota, a new fast-attack
submarine which entered service last
year. Senior Navy technology developers
have, in a general way, told Warrior
Maven that the advances in undersea
technologies built, integrated, tested
and now operational on the South
Dakota include quieting technologies for
the engine room, a new large vertical
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array and additional "quieting" coating
materials for the hull.
The USS South Dakota was
christened by the Navy last Fall at a
General Dynamics Electric Boat facility in
Groton, Ct.
In recent years, the Navy has been
making progress developing new
acoustics, sensors and quieting
technologies to ensure the U.S. retains
its technological edge in the undersea
domain – as countries like China and
Russia continue rapid military
modernization and construction of new
submarines.
The impetus for the Navy's
“acoustic superiority,” is specifically
grounded in the emerging reality that
the U.S. undersea margin of
technological superiority is rapidly
diminishing in light of Russian and
Chinse advances.
Described as a technology
insertion, the improvements on the USS
South Dakota will eventually be
integrated on board both Virginia-Class
submarines and the now-in development next-generation nucleararmed boats called the Columbia-class.
Tammen also addressed the
Nuclear Posture Reviews call for a lowyield, nuclear armed submarine
launched ballistic missile, which he said
would integrate into larger Columbiaclass ballistic missile submarines.
Citing concerns related to the current
fast-changing global threat
environment, Pentagon leaders and
many lawmakers see a need for these
additions to the US nuclear arsenal.
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A nuclear-armed sea-launched
cruise missile and the modification of a
small number of existing submarine
launched ballistic missile warheads to
provide a low-yield option – will
enhance deterrence by ensuring no
adversary under any circumstances can
perceive an advantage through limited
nuclear escalation or other strategic
attack,” Gen. Paul Selva, Vice Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters
during a recent Pentagon briefing.
Some lawmakers have also
expressed interest in a need to
continuously revise and adjust US
nuclear weapons posture.
“The use of WMD is unfortunately
becoming more and more commonplace. Low barriers, and in some cases,
no barriers to entry, should force us to
continually review and evaluate our
programs, policies, and activities
designed to counter and mitigate these
threats across the WMD spectrum,” Rep.
Elise Stefanik (R-NY), Chairwoman of the
House Armed Services Subcommittee on
Emerging Threats and Capabilities, said
in her opening statement at a recent
hearing.
UnderSea Strategic Deterrence:
New Nuclear Weapons to Keep the
Peace
Defense Secretary James Mattis
and other senior leaders seem aware
that elements of the NPRs strategic
approach may reflect a particular irony
or paradox; in response to questions
from lawmakers about whether adding
new low-yield nuclear weapons could
“lower the threshold” to nuclear war and
therefore introduce new elements of
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danger, Mattis told Congress that
increasing offensive nuclear-weapons
attack capability will have the opposite
effect, meaning the added weapons
would improve deterrence and therefore
enhance prospects for peace. --- To
Read Warrior Maven's report and
analysis on the Pentagon's Nuclear
Posture Review and nuclear weapons
arsenal – see
https://www.themaven.net/warriormave
n/future-weapons/pentagon-offersearly-look-at-nuclear-posture-review5soT40vGYkeAE0jjAq3c8A/.
Specifically, Mattis explained that a
new, low-yield Submarine-Launched
Ballistic Missile could likely provide
pressure on Russia to a point where they
might be more inclined to negotiate
about adhering to the INF treaty they
have violated.
“We have an ongoing Russian
violation of the INF. We want our
negotiators to have something to
negotiate with because we want Russia
back in compliance,” Mattis told
lawmakers.
Citing the rapid technological
progress of adversary air-defense
systems, Mattis further elaborated that a
sea-launched cruise missile option
might be necessary to hold potential
enemies at risk in the event that airdropped low-yield weapons were
challenged to operate above necessary
targets.
“To drop a gravity bomb that is
low-yield means a bomber would have
to penetrate air defenses. Air defenses
are very different than they were 20
years ago,” Mattis told Congress.
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Senior Pentagon leaders stress that
neither of these new nuclear weapons
recommendations in the NPR require
developing new nuclear warheads or will
result in increasing the size of the
nuclear stockpile. NPR DoD advocates
further stress that the addition of these
weapons does align with US nonproliferation commitments.

BECAUSE HE WAS OUR
BROTHER
Submitted by: Eric Clauson

Recently, an event occurred that
supports and demonstrates the
camaraderie that we proudly share as
submariners. The event occurred as
follows:
During the summer of last year an
unidentified man walked unannounced
into the VFW Post in Wildwood, NJ and
placed a sealed urn on the bar which
contained the ashes of an individual that
he described only as those of a
submariner. He told the bartender “vets
will know what to do with the ashes” and
departed without further explanation as
to how or why he was in possession of
the urn/ashes.
The commander of the VFW
contacted me, as commander of the
nearest submarine veterans base (Egg
Harbor New Jersey Base), explained the
unusual event and asked if our base
would see to the proper disposition of
the ashes. Our base retrieved the ashes
from the VFW and began the process of
trying to properly identify the remains of
the individual in question and also
ascertain if in fact the person was a
submarine veteran. We researched
identifiers on the urn and were ultimately
able to identify the funeral home that
performed the cremation of the
individual. The funeral director
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

confirmed that he performed the
cremation on October 28, 2014 and
identified the remains as those of Harry
Edward Harris, DOB February 26, 1920.
The funeral director advised that to the
best of his knowledge there were no
known relatives or family members of
Mr. Harris. He further explained that he
had no records or knowledge of how or
why the urn was in the possession of
the unidentified person who left it at the
VFW.
Our base researched navy military
records for Harry Edward Harris, DOB
February 26, 1920 and learned that Mr.
Harris was a US Navy veteran and was
in fact a submarine veteran. He was
awarded the Pacific Theater Ribbon with
three stars, the American Theater
Ribbon, the Victory Medal, Submarine
Combat Pin and Submarine
Qualification Pin. His military records
revealed that he served as a Yeoman
Third Class YN3(SS) aboard the USS
Balao (SS285) during the period 15
March 1944 through 7 March 1946.
Our base made numerous
inquiries in an effort to locate any living
relatives of YN3 (SS) Harris but were
unable to find any information that would
be helpful. Therefore, our base
concluded that it would be our privilege
to give YN3 (SS) Harris a proper military
funeral that would be commensurate
with his military service. Associate base
members Robert Frolow (Veteran Affairs
Coordinator/American Legion Post 352
Commander), James Donahue and
Frederick Vineyard (AMVETS Post 911)
were asked for their assistance with the
burial of YN3(SS) Harris. Commander
Frolow was instrumental in securing a
burial site and requesting a US Navy
burial detail be present at grave side. As
a result the navy provided a burial detail,
flag bearers and bugler. AMVETS Post
911 provided a color guard and
American Legion Post 352 provided side
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boys. Submarine Veterans Egg Harbor
Base Chaplain John Pucci provided a
moving eulogy and base sub-vet
members served as pall bearers, and
interment facilitators.
During the service it was noted
that a woman who was passing by the
site stopped to observe the burial of
YN3(SS) Harris and the military protocol
that was being shown to him. She
stayed until the conclusion of the service
and then approached a group of our sub
base members that were gathered by
the grave site. The woman approached
us and offered her condolences. She
stated that the service was very
impressive, explained that she had
never observed a military service before
and found it to be very moving and
emotional. She then inquired as to
whom the burial was for. We told her of
the unusual circumstances under which
we obtained the ashes and ultimately
arranged for the burial service. She was
a little surprised by our explanation and
stated “you mean you did all this for
someone you are not related to or never
met?” Yes, ma’am was the response.
Noting the confusion that seemed to
come over her, John Kill (Base COB)
came forward with the following
explanation: “You see, Ma’am, it’s like
this, Yeoman Harris was a veteran, a
submarine veteran, therefore he was a
brother to all of us. What happened here
today was that brothers buried their
brother.” The woman paused for a
moment with her mouth slightly ajar as if
trying to comprehend what she had just
heard. She then stated, “that is the most
amazing thing I have ever heard. Thank
God that our country has men and
women like you to protect it. God Bless
you all and thank you for your service.”
Thank you, Ma’am, was our response.
Base Commander
Egg Harbor New Jersey Base USSVI
Crash Dive Base
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Cobia News
Submitted by: Greg Miller

Hi Sub Lovers,
A working party is being organized to
continue our restoration/preservation
work at the Wisconsin Maritime
Museum. In response to popular
demand, this time it will be over a
weekend to accommodate those who
are gainfully employed. Planned arrival
is on Friday, May 18, Saturday and
Sunday, May 19 and 20, are work days
with final wrap-up and departure
Monday, May 21. Those who need to
depart Sunday should feel free to do
so. Just do what you can.
Weather permitting we will be resuming
preservation chores on USS Rasher sail
and shears. Sandpaper, brushes, wire
brushes, cordless wire wheels and
similar power tools will make the job a
lot easier. Eye protection is also
recommended. Electric power is very
limited so go cordless, if you can. In the
event of foul weather, there's still plenty
of work left on Cobia below decks.

It's a busy weekend at the museum and
sleepovers prevent us from berthing on
Cobia; however, the lower level
hospitality room is available to us for the
weekend. Mattresses are available and
easy access to a head. Just bring your
bedding and a flashlight. A continental
breakfast and lunch will be provided with
the evening meal within staggering
distance.
If you have never joined a working party
before, it's an opportunity to link up with
other bubbleheads, to preserve the
history of our service, to enjoy some
fellowship, to share sea stories and just
have fun. Dolphins are not a
prerequisite so feel free to bring your
friends. More is better.
For further information, clarification, or
anything else, just call my home
number, 630-543-7855, or drop me an
email. Hope to see you in Manitowoc.
DBF,
Greg Miller
Vice Commander
Cell: 331-307-9497

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332 (work number) or
bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718 or
ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-7418;
gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668;
tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-5034;
hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 986-0175
franklin2@comcast.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News,

□

Internet,

□

Other (________________)

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership DUES to the appropriate base officer, or mail to:
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 12463 Foxtail Ln, Huntley, IL 60142; Cell 847/867-8668 Fax 847/669-2444
January 16, 2016
Rev. H

