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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.

Inside This Issue:
Meeting minutes

2

Lost Boats

3

Vandalized WWII Sub

3

Submarine X-Box

4

Non-Nuclear Subs

5

Memorial Update

7

Contact information

7

Application form

8

News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club. Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. OCTOBER 20
b. NOVEMBER 17
c. DECEMBER 15
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. OCTOBER – LARRY W ARNKE
b. NOVEMBER – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
c. DECEMBER – SEE YOUR NAME HERE
3. October Birthdays: Tom Polzin 13th. Happy Birthday, Shipmate!
4. Great sub movie Hunter Killer coming October 26. See the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PGdkzfbylI. Supported by the USN.
5. Crash Dive is committed to keeping the Cobia healthy. You can help too,
even from afar. Join the WI Maritime Museum; www.wisconsinmaritime.org.
6. Legacy pavers for our memorial are on sale now until Dec. 31. Have you done
your part? Get ‘em while they’re hot. See the order form on our Website.
7. Get ahead of the curve by sending your dues check to Tom Polzin; see page
9 for his address.

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
September 15, 2018
1. Attendees:
a. Clay Hill
b. Glenn Barts
c. Herman Mueller
d. Larry Warnke
e. Frank Walter
f. Ed Dowling
g. Maurice Young
h. Frank Voznak
2. Meeting was called to order
by Clay Hill at 1112 followed
by the Pledge of
Allegiance.
3. Secretary’s Report was
given by Glenn Barts.
Minutes are published in the
newsletter that is posted on
the Website.
4. Treasurer’s Report given by
Glenn Barts. Savings
$1,173.69; Checking
$4,081.72; Sub Memorial
Checking $101,468.11;
Savings $5.00 and held by
national $94,117.43.
Herman Mueller moved to
accept; Frank Walter
seconded; vote was
unanimous.
5. Committee Reports
a. Newsletter – Posted on
Webpage.
b. Membership – Dues
Season. Send dues to
Tom Polzin at 1305
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Winslow Circle,
Woodstock, IL 60098.
c. Charitable Service – No
News.
d. Community Outreach –
No News.
e. Hospitality – No news.
f. Webmaster – If you have
something to post on the
Website, send it to Frank
Voznak. Looking into
setting up a separate
page for Scout activity.
g. Storekeeper – No news.
h. Procedures – Need to
look into setting up a
binnacle list.
i. Eagle Scout – No News
j. Memorial – Permits have
been applied for.
Currently working with
fabricator on minor
details. Designer is
working out design for
front and back of
bulkhead. Working out
pavers with engraver &
General Contractor.
6. Old (Unfinished) Business
a. None.
7. New Business
a. All base members are
asked to identify local
parades in which Crash
Dive or another base
could participate for next
year. Send your
suggestions to Clay Hill.
b. Make sure that your dues
are sent in- in a timely
manner to Tom Polzin.
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8. Good of the Order item:
a. Base Elections will be
held in November for
Commander and
Treasurer. Term is for two
years. If interested, throw
your hat in this coming
meeting or contact Chris
Gaines.
b. Duty Cook
i. October – Larry
Warnke
ii. VOLUNTEER NEEDED!!
Contact Clay Hill.
c. Make Some Noise; Ed has
$187.78 plus two $100
checks that Treas. Barts
has. Larry Warnke, Frank
Walter, and Chris Gaines
will add enough to total
$500.
d. 786 Club –
i. Chris on Vacation.
9. Adjourn. Meeting
adjourned at 1238.

Lost Boats
USS O-5
USS S-44
USS Wahoo
USS Dorado
USS Seawolf
USS Escolar
USS Darter
USS Shark II
USS Tang
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(SS-66)
(SS-155)
(SS-238)
(SS-248)
(SS-197)
(SS-294)
(SS-227)
(SS-314)
(SS-306)

10/24/23
10/07/43
10/11/43
10/15/43
10/04/44
10/17/44
10/22/44
10/24/44
10/25/44

A breakthrough in the
case involving the
vandalized World War II
sub in New Jersey
By: The Associated Press
Sept 28, 2018

HACKENSACK, N.J. — Authorities say
four bronze plaques taken from a World
War II-era submarine in New Jersey
have been recovered.
The Record reports the plaques —
valued at approximately $10,000 —
were recently returned by a member of
the Submarine Memorial Association,
which maintains the USS Ling. The
member said he was "safeguarding" the
plaques ahead of the mid-August
eviction of the New Jersey Naval
Museum, and the association won't
pursue charges against him.
Meanwhile, three more people have
been cited in connection with vandalism
that occurred last month, when someone
opened hatches and deliberately flooded
the sub. An association member has
signed complaints accusing them of
trespassing.
A trespassing charge was also signed
against a Connecticut man. He and
another Connecticut resident were
accused last week of stealing a lantern
and a lieutenant’s shoulder lapel from
the sub.
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Additional WWII
Submarine Casualties
Wikipedia

There are two additional
casualties to submarines in World
War II that are sometimes
considered as effectively two
additional losses.
USS Halibut (SS-232) was
damaged by Japanese air and
surface forces on 14 November 1944.
She was able to reach Saipan and
later Pearl Harbor on 1 December,
departing San Francisco for
Portsmouth Navy Yard on 16
February 1945. There it was
determined that she was a
constructive total loss and beyond
economical repair, but might be
useful as a school ship, similar to the
postwar immobile pier-side training
submarines. However, her career in
this capacity was brief, and Halibut
was decommissioned at Portsmouth
Navy Yard 18 July 1945 and sold for
scrap in January 1947.
USS Lancetfish (SS-296) was
commissioned on 12 February 1945
and sank at pier 8 at the Boston
Navy Yard on 15 March 1945,
apparently without loss of life and
reportedly still incomplete. She was
raised eight days later,
decommissioned on 24 March 1945,
and never completed or fully
repaired. Postwar, she was listed as
a Reserve Fleet submarine until
stricken in 1958 and scrapped in
1959, having never gone to sea.
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The U.S. Navy launched its
newest submarine. It
includes an Xbox controller
By Charles Duncan
cduncan@mcclatchy.com
October 01, 2018

Officers aboard the Indiana earlier this year as
the submarine sailed to Port Canaveral. US Navy

The United States Navy just
commissioned its newest submarine.
The USS Indiana officially entered
service last week in a ceremony in Port
Canaveral, Florida.
Navy Capt. Jesse Zimbauer, the
first commanding officer of the USS
Indiana, called the submarine “the
most advanced, powerful warship on
earth,” during the commissioning
ceremony, according to Florida Today.
The Virginia-class fast-attack
submarine is named after the
landlocked state of Indiana, the third
Navy vessel to bear the name. The
sailors aboard take the naming
tradition so seriously that they call
themselves Hoosiers, as Indiana natives
call themselves, according to the Navy.
The galley, or mess hall, aboard
the Indiana is the “Brickyard Bistro,”
named for the finish line at the
Indianapolis 500 Motor Speedway,
known as the “Brickyard.”
The USS Indiana also has one
feature that might be familiar to many
American teenagers: an Xbox controller
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used to control an advanced periscope,
according to the Virginian-Pilot.
The Virginian-Pilot reports Navy
officials say new submarine crew
members have grown up using joysticks
and these types of controllers, so they
can use them intuitively. The new
periscope technology, called a
photonics mast, has a high-resolution
camera the controller can move around
to see above the surface when the
submarine is underwater, accord to the
Virginian-Pilot.
Describing the features of the
new submarine, the Navy notes,
“Indiana is one of the first boats to use
a new and improved joystick controller
to maneuver this mast rather than the
traditional periscope hydraulic column.
This frees up space in the control room
and allows multiple individuals to see
what the scope sees.”
The submarine is 377 feet long
and 34 feet wide, according to the
Navy. It is built to be able to operate in
shallow waters. The Navy explains that
a torpedo room in the submarine can
be converted into an area for special
operations forces. Divers can also
operate out of the sub with a chamber
for them to get in and out of the
submarine.

Should the U.S. Navy Buy
Non-Nuclear Submarines?
Backers claim the Pentagon would get
more bang for its buck, but the Navy
disagrees.
Kyle Mizokami
Sep 7, 2018

It was 1990, and it was the end of an
era. The U.S. Navy decommissioned
the attack submarine USS Blueback,
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the last non-nuclear attack
submarine in U.S. service.
Nuclear subs have distinct
advantages over their
conventionally-powered cousins, but
they also take a long time and a lot
of money to build. As China’s Navy
ramps up, is it time for America’s
shipyards to build diesel electric
submarines again? A new article in
The National Interest takes up this
issue.
The article claims that for
every Virginia-class nuclear attack
submarine it buys, the United States
could build five diesel electric
submarines of the Japanese Soryuclass (above). If this were true, then
the sheer number of submarines the
U.S. Navy could field that way would
be a major deterrent to China in the
Pacific. There would be enough U.S.
subs to mass at choke points
throughout the western Pacific, an
intimidating prospect for a country
like China that has never prosecuted
anti-submarine warfare before.
But the U.S. Navy’s submarine force
has been an all-nuclear fleet for 28
years, and frankly the Navy likes it
that way. Nuclear power is
prestigious. Nuclear power
guarantees unlimited range, with a
submarine’s only limiting factors
being food and crew morale. The
ability to speed across the Pacific or
Atlantic directly into action, without
needing to stop and refuel, is a
powerful capability.
There are other advantages.
Nuclear submarines can be
considerably larger than diesel
electric boats and thus fitted with
more non-attack capabilities
(unmanned undersea vehicles, spy
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gear, or room for combat divers and
SEALs). That's because no matter
how big the sub gets, it doesn't have
to take on proportionately large
amounts of voluminous liquid fuel.
Nuclear submarines also can stay
submerged for very long periods of
time, although the new generation
of diesel electric submarines can
stay submerged longer than ever
before.
One of the problems with nonnuclear subs is the need to rely on
bases. Although few people talk
about it, the fact is that in the event
of a real war with China, every major
military base from Okinawa to Guam
will be bombarded with
conventionally-armed ballistic
missiles. Their goal: to destroy the
springboards of American power
into China’s backyard, pushing the
Americans all the way back to
Hawaii. Some missiles would get shot
down, but others will get through.
(This isn’t just limited to a war with
China. You could overlay the same
scenario over Europe with a
hypothetical conflict with Russia.)
Thus, in the event of war with
China, it is quite likely that nonnuclear American submarines would
lose their forward bases—which was
the point of building them in the first
place. The nearest places they
could rearm and refuel would
probably be Australia and Hawaii. A
diesel boat with a burning Yokosuka
naval base in its periscope and a
quarter tank of diesel fuel is going to
be in a lot of trouble. A nuclearpowered boat is not. In the event of
a surprise attack by a major
adversary, America’s forwarddeployed nuclear-powered
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submarine fleet may be the only
ships that survive the first day of war.
This is not to say diesel electric
submarines don't have their uses.
They are useful to operate close to
enemy waters, for one thing. But
those submarines arguably already
exist in the form of the submarine
forces of our allies Japan and South
Korea. The U.S. Navy could live with
diesel electric submarines if the
White House and Congress force
them on it, but there are still
compelling reasons to stay allnuclear. Even if we could get five
non-nuclear subs for the price of one
nuclear one.

Top US admiral warns of
Russian submarine threat
By Ryan Browne, CNN
October 6, 2018

(CNN) — America's most senior naval
officer in Europe, Adm. James Foggo,
said Friday that he was "concerned"
about some of Russia's newer and more
advanced fleet of submarines.
"Russia is not 10 feet tall but they
do have assets that keep me vigilant,
concerned. One of them is in the
undersea domain," Foggo, the
commander of US Naval Forces
Europe, told reporters at the Pentagon.
While Foggo said Russia's
surface fleet, including its aging aircraft
carrier, posed little threat -- saying
Moscow did "not have a robust capital
ship capability" -- he did express
concerns about Russian advancements
in its development of submarines and
cruise missiles.
"We've seen creation of new
classes of all sorts of submarines and
ships. I'm more concerned with
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submarine warfare," Foggo said earlier
on Friday while addressing the Atlantic
Council in Washington.
"Russians have produced the
new Dolgorukiy-class submarine.
They've produced the Severodvinskclass submarine. They've produced the
new Kilo hybrid-class submarines,"
Foggo told reporters at the Pentagon.
He said six of the Kilo-class subs
were either "operating in the Black Sea
or the eastern Mediterranean," where
"they're firing the Kalibr missile," a
Russian-made cruise missile that he
called "very capable," saying it could
reach "any one of the capitals of
Europe."
"That's a concern to me, and it's
a concern to my NATO partners and
friends. So we should know where they
are at all times," he added, advocating
for increased US and allied investment
in anti-submarine warfare capabilities.
Foggo, who is also the
commander of NATO's Allied Joint
Force Command-Naples, also
discussed the upcoming NATO exercise
Trident Juncture, which is due to begin
October 25 and will involve some
45,000 troops from all NATO members
as well as Sweden and Finland.
The exercise, which Foggo called
NATO's largest since 2002, will take
place in Norway and the surrounding
areas of the North Atlantic and the Baltic
Sea. It will include 150 aircraft, 60 ships
and up to 10,000 vehicles.
Foggo said Russia had been
invited to observe the military exercise
in accordance with international
agreements and that the exercise would
send a message of "deterrence" to any
would-be adversary.
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Quick Memorial Update
Submitted by: Frank Voznak, Jr.

The designer is finalizing the ‘artwork’ for
the front & back of the bulkhead. The
fabricator is working on how & what
material the artwork will be placed,
stainless steel or other. Lastly, a subcontractor for the fabricator served on
Diesel Boats, and qualified on the
“Chopper” in 1964. He retired from the
Navy in 1993. In his words, “It would be
pretty cool if a Submarine Sailor was
involved in this project.”

Actor Gerard Butler and the
US Navy practiced rescuing
a bag of popcorn with a
nuclear submarine — here's
why
Christopher Woody, Business Insider, 18 October

Scottish actor Gerard Butler stopped by the
Pentagon earlier this week to promote his
upcoming movie "Hunter Killer" by speaking
to the press about how he worked with the
Navy to research his role as an submarine
captain.
Among the details he revealed
about his time aboard the nuclear-powered
attack sub USS Houston at Pearl Harbor was
a peculiar aspect of how a crew reacts after
someone falls overboard.
"I don't know if I'm allowed to say
this, but when you are doing a man
overboard, rather than putting a man
overboard, they throw a bag of popcorn
into the water," Butler told reporters.
"Then you spend the next — you
have four minutes, because if you are in
cold water, he's not going to make it, and
neither is the popcorn — because, actually,
the bag breaks open," he added. "So you
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spend the next four minutes maneuvering
an 8,000-ton sub to try and get next to the
popcorn so somebody can jump in and
rescue it."
There's more than a kernel of truth
to Butler's anecdote.
While it isn't standard, most US
submarines do use popcorn for manoverboard drills, Cmdr. Sarah Self-Kyler, a
public-affairs officer for the Navy's Atlantic
submarine forces, told Business Insider on
Tuesday.
The popcorn and the bag it comes in
are biodegradable. The bag, once the
popcorn is popped, is also about the size of
the human head and equally hard to see
when its bobbing in the ocean, Self-Kyler
added. It will also float for a short period,
usually less than 10 minutes, and disappear,
adding time pressure to the exercise.
Sometimes crewmen will tape two
bags together, but once the popcorn is
away, Self-Kyler said, it "most accurately
represents what a man overboard looks like
from a submarine."
Though different subs will handle
things differently, such drills are typically
only done while entering or exiting port, as
that is generally the only time subs are
surfaced. Many crew members have to be
involved to carry it out.
The popcorn, usually pulled from the
sub's general inventory, is popped in a
microwave then sent to the top of the
conning tower, where it gets thrown
overboard.
At that point, Self-Kyler said, sailors
on watch will shout that a man has fallen
overboard and crew members in the control
room will mark its location.
It then becomes the job of
navigators and sub drivers on duty to steer
the boat back to the location where the
popcorn went overboard, "work[ing]
together to pinpoint that location."
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Above deck, watch-standers have to
keep their eyes on and fingers pointed at
the popcorn the whole time, so as to stay
focused on the very small object as the
submarine manuevers to come back
alongside it, which you can see crew
members of the USS Colorado, one of the
Navy's newest attack submariness, doing
below.
"Every watch-stander is required to
be qualified on this kind of operation," SelfKyler said. They "have to show the captain
they can drive the ship back to that bag of
popcorn."
In the event of a real manoverboard, the submarine would also send
out an alert to all mariners in the area,
telling them via a radio call to keep an eye
out for a sailor in the water and relaying
their last known position. The sub's crew
would also be mustered for a roll call to
identify the missing crewman.
Bags of popcorn aren't the only
things submariners use for man-overboard
exercises. They can also use cardboard
boxes, Self-Kyler said, though whatever
they use also has to be biodegradable.
There are also specialized floats or
mannequins that sailors use for search-andrescue drills.
Navy ships do not use popcorn in
their man-overboard drills, Jim DeAngio, a
spokesman for the Navy's Atlantic surface
forces command, said in an email.
"They primarily use what is referred
to as a 'smoke float,' a canister that, when
dropped into salt water, activates itself," De
Angio added. "It floats and smokes and
provides an object to target for rescue."
A sailor going overboard is not a
common occurrence, but it does happen.
"In a man overboard situation,
obviously, we want to recover the sailor as
quickly and efficiently as possible," DeAngio
said.
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A decade ago, the Navy introduced a
Man Over Board Indicator for the float
coats sailors working on deck are required
to wear. A transmitter in the coat, a
receiver in the ship's pilot house, and a
directional finder on a rigid-hull inflatable
boat deployed to pick up the sailor were to
be used in conjunction to make the rescue
process a matter of minutes.
Aircraft carriers, which have open
flight decks and carry more crew members
than other Navy ships, have nets along the
deck to catch sailors before they hit the
water. They don't always work though.
Peter von Szilassy, an airman on the
USS Theodore Roosevelt in 2002, was blown
by a jet blast in a bomb-disposal chute, one
of the only areas without a safety net. He

fell 90 feet into the Persian Gulf and was
sucked toward the ship's 66,000-pound
propeller. But he was able to swim free and
was picked up with little more than bruises.
Navy search-and-rescue swimmers
go through rigorous training to be able to
pluck sailors out of the water within
minutes — a life-or-death time limit when
the sea is freezing.
"When the three whistle blasts are
broadcasted you have to be out there. It's
not about you. It's about the person in the
water," Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Adam
Tiscareno said earlier this year.
"Whoever is out there, it's their
worst day. They don't know if they'll make it
back."

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 262-377-5332
(work number) or bisi@ameritech.net
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-8925718 or ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-9347418; gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031;
847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668;
tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-4455034; hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630
986-0175 franklin2@comcast.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and Procedures
governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular membership, including my
discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not discharged, the discharge
requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $ 90.00; 3 Yr term: $ 55.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $ 20.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $ 25.00
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $ 300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News, □ Internet, □ Other (________________)

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc Mbrs) ____________________________
Associate Applicant is:

 Veteran  Spouse of Veteran 

Other (specify)

_______________________

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Applicants on active duty are requested to provide a permanent home address.
Upon completion, give this form, including your National and Base membership dues to the appropriate base
officer, or mail to: Crash Dive Secretary, Chris Gaines, 513 W. Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-5718
February 17, 2010
Rev. F

