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Lest We Forget —
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed”
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.
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News Brief
1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood
Sportsman’s Club. Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
a. JUNE 15
b. JULY 20
c. AUGUST 17
2. Duty Cook Roster:
a. JUNE – LARRY W ARNKE
b. JULY - CLAY HILL
c. AUGUST – SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
3. June Birthdays: Dennis Murphy 2nd; Scott Clippert 2nd; Bret Zacher 9th; Frank
Voznak, Jr. 9th; and Martin Salvador 11th. Happy Birthday, Shipmates!
4. Support the Cobia - Crash Dive is committed to keeping the Cobia healthy.
You can help too, even from afar. Join the WI Maritime Museum;
www.wisconsinmaritime.org.
5. Mark your calendars for SubFest 2019, July 12-14, 2019 at the WI Maritime
Museum, Manitowoc, WI. Help us staff a table. Contact Greg Miller to offer
your services!

Crash Dive Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2019
The dedication ceremony for the
Chicago Riverwalk WWII Submarine
Veteran Memorial coincided with our
meeting date. There was no regular
meeting in May.

Lost Boats






USS HERRING SS 233 6/1/44
USS S-28

SS 133 6/4/44

USS R-12

SS 89



6/12/43

USS BONEFISH I SS 323 6/18/45
USS S-27

SS 132 6/19/42

USS O-9

SS 70

USS GOLET

SS 361 6/24/44



6/20/41

Undersea Warfare History
 May 13, 1945 | USS Plaice (SS 390)
trailed four sea trucks and four small
luggers until she opened a surface
engagement with her 5-inch and
40mm guns, sinking all four sea trucks
and two luggers.
 May 14, 1944 | USS Skate (SS 305) sank
an enemy sampan in a surface attack,
taking 3 prisoners of war.
 May 15, 1945 | USS Threadfin (SS 410)
fired on and sank several schooners
on her third and final war patrol.
 May 16, 1942 | USS Pogy (SS 266) sank
a 20-ton sampan by gunfire and took
five of her crew prisoner.
 May 17, 1942 | USS Triton (201) sighted
a Japanese submarine and fired a
torpedo from 6,200 yards into I-164,
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blowing parts of the target 100 feet
into the air and sinking it by the stern.
May 20, 1944 | USS Silversides (SS 236)
sank a converted gunboat, the 998-ton
Shosei Maru.
May 21, 1942 | USS Triton (SS 201) fired
her last 4 torpedoes at another enemy
submarine, all missed.
May 22, 1968 | USS Scorpion (SSN 589)
sank in the Atlantic. 99 men were lost.
May 23, 1939 | USS Sailfish (SS 192)
sank while conducting sea trials off
Portsmouth, NH. 26 men were lost.
May 28, 1944 | USS Golet (SS 361)
departed Midway to patrol off northern
Honshu, Japan, and was never heard
from again.
May 29, 1958 | USS Stickleback (SS
415) sank to a depth of 1,800 fathoms
after USS Silverstein (DE 534) holed
her port side during an exercise the
day prior. All crewmembers were
removed safely.
May 30, 1944 | USS Pompon (SS 267)
contacted a 742-ton cargo ship off
Muroto Zaki. A submerged attack
resulted in a hit directly under the
rising sun flag amidships, breaking the
ship in two. The Shiga Maru
immediately sank.
May 31, 1944 | USS Herring (SS 233)
rendezvoused with USS Barb (SS 220).
Herring was never heard from or seen
again. However, Japanese records
prove that she sank two ships, Ishigaki
and Hokuyo Maru, on the night of May
30-31.

Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

Chicago WWII Submarine
Veterans Memorial Dedication
May 18, 2019





VADM Jay Donnelly, USN (ret.) delivers keynote
address at the dedication ceremony. Photo: J. Gray

Remarks delivered by VADM Donnelly:


Thank you

The inspiration for this memorial came from a
man for whom I have great respect, the late
Master Chief Torpedoman Harry Alvey.
Harry was a WWII submarine veteran and a
great leader. Whenever I hear the
affectionate term, Crusty Old Master Chief,
Harry Alvey is the person that comes to
mind.
I met Harry when I was a freshly minted onestar admiral and we corresponded regularly
for the next dozen years. Usually our
conversations were directive in nature with
Harry telling me what he felt was wrong with
the submarine force or the Navy in general
and what I needed to do in order to correct
the deficiency. We had monthly
conversations when, as a three-star admiral,
I was the Commander of all our Submarine
Forces and I always knew when I answered
that phone call that I would receive tasking
from the Master Chief.

o CDR Mike Tooker, Commandant of the
NJROTC program at the Rickover Academy
and Hyman G Rickover Honor Guard

Photo: F. Voznak, Jr.
Honor Guard from Rickover Naval Academy, a
Chicago public high school. Photo: J. Gray.

o Former Chicago Alderman Jim Balcer who
led the Pledge of Allegiance is a Purple
Heart Recipient and was a United States
Marine in Vietnam.
o My friend Chris Gaines who started his
professional life as a nuclear trained
Electronics Technician on the USS Von
STEUBEN in the late 60s and early 70s.
Chris played a large role in making this
memorial a reality.
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o The United States Submarine Veterans,
Inc. is responsible for erecting this
memorial. Their members proudly wear
the blue vests that you see today.
o The SUBVETS are organized
geographically into groupings they call
bases. Two of the SUBVETS bases, the
USS Chicago Base and the Crash Dive
Base have raised a bit over $200,000 to
construct this memorial in this prime
location along the Chicago Riverwalk.
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

Submarine veterans raised funds to honor their
shipmates, educate citizens, and inspire youth.
Photo: J. Gray

shipbuilders who made such wellrespected boats.
o This memorial also serves to educate our
citizens about the heroic contribution of
submariners to our freedom.
o President John F. Kennedy said “A nation
reveals itself not only by the men it
produces but also by the men it honors, the
men it remembers.”
o That is why we are here today, that’s why
this memorial was build – to remember
these men.

o There is another submarine related
organization that I would like to mention. I
am the President of The Naval Submarine
League, an organization dedicated to
educating Americans about the importance
of submarines to the U.S. Navy and to our
Nation’s defense. I would encourage
everyone here to consider joining the
Naval Submarine League. You can learn
more from our website and join if you like
at www.navalsubleague.org.
Trumpeter Bart Coyle, VanderCook College of
Music and veteran Clayton Hill rendering honors.
Photo: J. Gray

Chicago Fire Department boat and Centennial
Fountain plume. Photo: J. Gray

o The memorial is designed to honor,
educate, and inspire. It lists the 28
Manitowoc built boats that passed quite
near this spot on their way to war. There
are four boats that have an asterisk by
their names indicating they were lost
during the war and remain on eternal
patrol.
o The memorial honors all of the brave WWII
submarine sailors and the skilled
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o The attack on Pearl Harbor on December
7th, 1941 left most of our battleships sunk
and our Pacific Fleet badly damaged.
Fortunately, the attack did not damage our
submarines or the Pearl Harbor Submarine
Base.
o Within hours of the attack, Chief of Naval
Operations Admiral Harold Stark ordered,
“EXECUTE AGAINST JAPAN
UNRESTRICTED AIR AND SUBMARINE
WARFARE;” our submarines were the only
forces able to immediately begin war
patrols. They carried the battle across the
Pacific and into Japanese home waters
while the fleet was repaired.
 On the back of this bench is a famous quote
from Admiral Chester Nimitz. The full quote
goes like this: “When I assumed command
of the Pacific Fleet on 31 December 1941,
our submarines were already operating
Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

against the enemy, the only units of the fleet
that could come to grips with the Japanese
for months to come. It was to the submarine
force that I looked to carry the load. It is to
the everlasting honor and glory of our
submarine personnel that they never failed
us in our days of great peril.”



and every day, by every one of today’s
submariners. Because throughout the 119year history of the U.S. Submarine Force, the
most important factor in all of our many
successes and in all of our nation’s conflicts
has been the submarine Sailor. It is our
submarine Sailors, supported by their
families, then as now, that are our greatest
asset; our secret sauce; our competitive
advantage. They are the envy of every
would-be competitor on the high seas – or
below them.
Thank you again to all of you who joined us
today for this dedication and thank you to all
those who helped bring Harry Alvey’s vision
to reality.

Submarine veteran Clayton Hill looking through the
water-tight door. Photo: J. Gray









Our submariners did their deadly business
very well. Although submarines made up
only two percent of our entire Navy, they
sank 30 percent of all Japanese warships,
and 55 percent of all Japanese merchant
ships sunk during the war.
But submariners also paid the heavy price
with the highest casualty rate of any
American branch of service in the war: 52
submarines were lost, and 3,628
submariners (22% of the force) remain on
eternal patrol.
President Ronald Reagan said, “Every honor
is appropriate for the courageous Americans
who made the supreme sacrifice for our
Nation at Pearl Harbor and in the many
battles that followed in World War II. Their
sacrifice was for a cause, not for conquest;
for a world that would be safe for future
generations. Their devotion must never be
forgotten.”
So although the history of our submarine
force is impressive and is to be celebrated
and remembered, that history is not
complete. Our history is being made today,
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Submarine veterans, NJROTC cadets and Sea Cadets
at the memorial. Photo: J. Gray

Note of Thanks
Hello:
Just want to say a Big THANK YOU to all you
INC members who worked so hard to complete
this project.!
Please pass this on to everyone that
was involved.
Certainly would like to be there for the
Ceremony but I'm afraid this old body just can't
make it.
Thanks again to all who participated in
the project.
Bob Krautstrunk
Illinois State Commdr.
USSUBVETSWWII

Crash Dive Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL

Photo: L. Wass
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Life aboard WWII
submarines was brutal
Submitted by: Bob Krautstrunk

No one has ever claimed that life aboard a U.S.
Navy ship was luxurious. Even on the most
advanced warships on the planet life can still
be cramped. Though today amenities are much
improved, the sailors patrolling the oceans in
World War II had a much different life than their
modern counterparts.
For one thing, the submarines of World
War II were much smaller. Though only about
60 feet shorter than a modern submarine, the
Gato and Balao-class submarines the U.S.
Navy operated in World War II had a
displacement of only about one third that of
modern Virginia class submarines.
In that small space, the submariners —
some 60 to 80 in all — had to store
themselves, their gear, and provisions for 75
days.

Real World War II galley attire: T-shirt and apron
over dungarees. This June 1945 snapshot is of
George Sacco, a cook and baker in USS Cod (SS
224). (Courtesy of the USS Cod Submarine
Memorial)

Each crewmember had only about one
cubic foot of personal storage space aboard
the sub. Each crewmember also had a bunk,
scattered throughout the many compartments
of the boat, including in the torpedo rooms. As
many as 14 men crammed into the forward
torpedo room along with 16 torpedoes.
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A submarine of that size simply could
not fit all of the necessary provisions for a long
war patrol in the appropriate spaces. To
accommodate, the crew stashed boxes of food
and other things anywhere they would fit — the
showers, the engine room, even on the deck
until there was space inside to fit it all.
There was one upside though.
Because of the dangerous and grueling nature
of submarine duty, the Navy did its best to
ensure that submariners got the best food the
Navy had to offer. They also found room to
install an ice cream freezer as a small luxury
for the crew.
Unfortunately, there wasn't much time
or space to enjoy that food. Most of the time
the men were lucky to get ten minutes to eat as
the boat's three "shifts" all had to pass through
the tiny galley in a short amount of time.
The serving of food was often times
also dictated by restrictions on the submarines
movements. Submarines were under strict
orders not to surface during the day when they
were within 500 miles of a Japanese airfield in
order to avoid aerial observation and attack. In
the early days of the war in the Pacific this
meant just about everywhere as the Japanese
were in control of vast swaths of territory and
ocean.
This meant that the submarines stayed
submerged during the day and only surfaced at
night. In order to compensate, many crews
flipped their schedules doing their normal daily
routines at night. The crews called this "going
into reversa." This allowed the crew to take
advantage of the time the sub was on the
surface.
This was important because once the
submarine dove after running its diesel engines
for hours, the boat would quickly heat up. The
engine room temperature could soar to over
100 degrees before spreading throughout the
sub. Combine that with the 80 men working
and breathing and the air inside could quickly
become foul.
The men knew the air was getting bad
when they had trouble lighting their cigarettes
due to the lack of oxygen (oh the irony).
Crash Dive Base
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To make matters worse, there was little
water available for bathing and on long patrols
most men only showered about every ten days
or so. Laundry was out of the question.
Because of these conditions submarines
developed a unique smell – a combination of
diesel fuel, sweat, cigarettes, hydraulic fluid,
cooking, and sewage.
On older submarines, the World War Iera S-boats — often referred to as pigboats —
the conditions were even worse. Without
proper ventilation, the odors were even
stronger. This also led to mold and mildew
throughout the boat as well as rather large
cockroaches that the crews could never quite
seem to eradicate.
The USS Grayback was one of the
WWII submarines lost to enemy action during
the war. (Photo: National Archives
If the conditions themselves weren't
bad enough, the crews then had to sail their
boats into hostile waters, often alone, to attack
the enemy.
Submarines often targeted shipping
boats, but sometimes would find themselves
tangling with enemy surface vessels. Once a
sub was spotted, the enemy ships would move
in for the kill with depth charges.
Of the 263 submarines that made war patrols in
World War II, 41 of them were lost to enemy
action while another eleven were lost to
accidents or other reasons. This was nearly
one out of every five submarines, making the
job of submariner one of the most dangerous of
the war.
A further danger the submarines faced
was being the target of their own torpedoes.
Due to issues with the early Mk. 14 torpedo
that was used, it had a tendency to make a
circular run and come back to strike the sub
that fired it. At least one submarine, the USS
Tang, was sunk this way.
Despite the dangers, American
submarines performed admirably. In the
Pacific, American crews sank almost 1,400
Japanese ships of different types, totaling more
than 5.5 million tons.
They also rescued 504 downed airmen
from the sea. Submarines also evacuated key
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individuals from danger areas, including the
U.S. High Commissioner and President
Quezon from the Philippines.
On special missions, submarines
landed reconnaissance parties on enemy
shores, and in a few cases used their 5" deck
guns to bombard enemy positions.
The bravery of the submarines was
well-known in World War II. Presidential Unit
Citations were awarded 36 times to submarine
crews. Seven submarine skippers were
awarded the Medal of Honor for their actions at
sea.
American submariners in World War II
set a tradition of duty and bravery that is
carried on by American submarine crews
today.

Media Interviews
Listen to these interviews regarding
the memorial that still are posted as
of this writing:
 This was broadcast on the
Chicago public radio station:
https://www.wbez.org/shows/wbez
-news/new-memorial-honorschicagos-wwii-submarinehistory/11d678e2-84f4-46e7b779-bfe07bcdf209.
 This one was on the Chicago
NBC affiliate:
https://www.nbcchicago.com/new
s/local/chicago-riverwalkrestaurants-509866331.html. You
will have to watch the commercial
and then stay with it until the end;
the clip is about the Chicago
Riverwalk and includes our
memorial.

Crash Dive Base
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Dedication ceremony commemorative challenge
coins. Photo: D. Laviolette

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel visits the memorial
on May 13, 2019. Photo: C. Gaines

Representative bulkhead, plaque and water-tight door
(salvaged from USS TROUT SS-566). Photo: C.
Gaines
Submarine veteran John Lindstedt at the memorial.
Photo: J. Gray

Crash Dive Base Contact Information
Commander – Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012;
clay53012@yahoo.com
Vice-Commander – Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or
fourkats4me@yahoo.com
Secretary (POC) – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-8925718 or ccgaines@mindspring.com
Treasurer – Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-9347418; gcbarts@msn.com
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com
Chaplain – Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031;
847-855-0772
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668;
tapolzin@aol.com
Storekeeper – Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-4455034; hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines
PageHistorian
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Base
– Frank Voznak, Jr. 9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527;
630Base
Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL
986-0175 franklin2@comcast.net

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular  Life  Associate 

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______

Tel: (______) ______-__________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date:

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

______/______/________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $115.00; 3 Yr term: $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00;
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00;
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News,

□

Internet,

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc
Associate Applicant is:

 Veteran  Spouse of Veteran 

□

Other (________________)

Mbrs) ____________________________

Other (specify)

_______________________

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)

□

Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;
June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7,1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date.

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

5.

___________________________

Hull#______________

From Yr._____ to Yr. _____

Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, give or mail this form, including your National and Base membership DUES (payable to ‘Crash Dive Base’) to
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668
March 21, 2019
Rev. I

