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Lest We Forget — 
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed” 

 
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who 
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country.  That their dedication, deeds, 
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 
motivation toward greater accomplishments.  
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of 
America and its Constitution. 
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1. Next Meeting: At 1100, third Saturday of each month at the Knollwood 
Sportsman’s Club.  Mark your calendars for these upcoming dates: 

a. OCTOBER 19 

b. NOVEMBER 16 

c. DECEMBER 21 

2. Duty Cook Roster: 

a. OCTOBER – MAURICE YOUNG 

b. NOVEMBER – SEE YOUR NAME HERE! 

c. DECEMBER – SEE YOUR NAME HERE! 

3. October Birthdays:    Tom Polzin, 13th.  Happy Birthday, Shipmate!     

4. Support the Cobia - Crash Dive is committed to keeping the Cobia healthy.  
You can help too, even from afar.  Join the WI Maritime Museum; 
www.wisconsinmaritime.org.     

5. Donate dolphins for newly-qualified sailors on USS ILLINOIS.  The 786 Club is 
collecting donated dolphins for use by the USS ILLINOIS CO CDR Ron Hatt.  
They will be annotated with your qual date and qual boat before presentation to 

newly-qualified personnel.  Both gold and silver dolphins are needed. 

http://www.wisconsinmaritime.org/
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Crash Dive Meeting Minutes 

September 21, 2019 
 
1. Attendees: 

a.  Clay Hill 
b. Jan Hill 
c. Maurice Young 
d. Frank Walter 
e. Larry Warnke 
f. Herman Mueller 
g. Glenn Barts, Sr. 
h. Chris Gaines 
i. Ted Rotzoll 

2. Meeting was called to order by Clay Hill 
at 1112 followed the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a round of introductions. 

3. Secretary’s Report was given by Chris 

Gaines.    

4. Treasurer’s Report given by Glenn Barts, 

Sr.  Savings $1,173.69; Checking 

$5,118.06; Sub Memorial Checking 

$28,341.21. Savings $5.00 and held by 

national $0.00.   

5. Committee Reports 
a. Newsletter – Will be posted on 

Webpage.     
b. Membership –  Send dues to Tom 

Polzin.  Contact info on Page 9. 
c. Charitable Service –  No report. 
d. Community Outreach –  No report.       
e. Hospitality –  Expect cleanup in Fall.  

Largest turnout at Corn Roast; very 
well received. 

f. Webmaster –  If you have something 
to post on the Website, send it to 
Frank Voznak.          

g. Storekeeper – Ordered ten 
calendars.   

h. Procedures –   No news.  
i. Eagle Scout –   Two upcoming on the 

same day.  Ted Rotzoll will do one 
and Chris Gaines will do the other. 

j. Memorial –  Ordered plaques; 
ordered 125 coins and 30 velvet 

boxes.  Chris Gaines has access to 
Odyssey Cruises to teach about our 
memorial; explanatory plaque 
remains a work-in-progress.       

6. Old (Unfinished) Business 
a. None. 

7. New Business 
a. Need a distribution officer.  Brett 

Zacher offered to help if we can 
provide a roster.   Chris Gaines to 
send him a roster in pdf format.  He 
will use MailChimp.  Clay Hill will 
continue to handle our postal 
members. 

b. Checks for Cobia should be made 
payable to WMM with note “Cobia 
Drydocking”; look at the museum’s 
Website as an alternate idea. 

8. Good of the Order item: 
a. Duty Cook     

i. September – Ted Rotzoll. 
ii. October – Maurice Young.   
iii. November – SEE YOUR NAME 

HERE. 
b. 786 Club –  

i. Change of Command moved to 
October 4, 2019.  Subsequently 
moved to November 5, 2019. 

ii. Four Club members and spouses 
will travel to Hawaii in early 
October to meet and greet the 
new command hierarchy. 

iii. Annual visit expected in December 
or January. 

iv. Luncheon October 16, 2019 at 
ULCC.  Speaker will be Rear 
Admiral Blake Converse, 
COMSUBPAC. 

v. Numerous activities in support of 
the crew.   

c. Next meeting is October 19, 2019. 
9. Adjourn.    Herman Mueller moved to 

adjourn; Maurice Young seconded. 
Meeting adjourned at 1242.   
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Lost Boats 
 

USS O-5   (SS-66)    10/24/23 
USS S-44  (SS-155)    10/07/43 
USS Wahoo  (SS-238)  10/11/43 
USS Dorado   (SS-248)    10/15/43 
USS Seawolf   (SS-197)         10/04/44 
USS Escolar    (SS-294)          10/17/44 
USS Darter     (SS-227)          10/22/44 
USS Shark II    (SS-314)         10/24/44 
USS Tang         (SS-306)         10/25/44 

 

Undersea Warfare History 
 

 September 23, 1943 | USS Harder 

(SS 257) sank a 4,500 ton freighter, 
Kowa Maru and a 5,800 ton tanker 
Daishin Maru off Nagoya Bay.  

 September 24, 1944 | USS Kingfish 

(SS 234) sailed on her 5th war 
patrol, headed for the South China 
Sea and accomplished two special 
missions.  

 September 25, 1944 | USS 
Guardfish (SS 217) sinks Japanese 
merchant cargo ship, No.2, 
Miyakawa Maru, in the Yellow Sea 
off Chinnampo.  

 September 26, 1963 | First steam-

eject launch of Polaris missile at sea 
occurs off Cape Canaveral, Fla., 
from USS Observation Island (EAG 
154).  

 September 27, 1944 | USS Apogon 

(SS 308) sank the 2,000 ton cargo 
ship, Hachirogata Maru. Following 
the attack, she rescued two 
Japanese survivors. 
 

 September 30, 1944 | USS Ronquil 
(SS 396) Began her second war 
patrol, which was carried out in two 
phases. She first operated with a 
coordinated submarine attack group 
in the Bungo Suido, then joined six 

other submarines to carry out an 
anti-patrol sweep off the Bonin 
Islands.  

 October 1, 1944 | USS Grouper (SS 

214) Sank the freighter, Lisbon 
Maru. It was later discovered that the 
Lisbon Maru was carrying 1800 
Brittish POWs from Hong Kong. 
More than 800 died in the sinking.  

 October 2, 1944 | USS Pomfret (SS 

391) sank the 6,962 ton cargo vessel 
Tsuyama Maru.  

 October 3, 1942 | USS Greenling 

(SS 213) sank the cargo ship Kinkai 
Maru.  

 October 4, 1944 | USS Sea Fox (SS 

402) departed on her 1st war patrol 
near the Bonin Islands hunting 
enemy shipping lanes, and serving 
lifeguard duty for Liberator strikes 
against Iwo Jima.  

 October 7, 1955 | USS X-1, the 

Navy’s only midget class submarine, 
is placed into service and conducts 
numerous scientific tests for the 
Naval Research Laboratory.  

 October 8, 1942 | USS Drum (SS 

228) made contact with 4 freighters 
and defied air cover to sink one of 
the cargo ships before bombs forced 
her deep.  

 October 9, 1944 | USS Hawkbill (SS 

366) attacked a 12 ship convoy with 
Becuna, damaging several of the 
ships.  

 October 10, 1943 | USS Bonefish 

(SS 223) fired a spread of 4 
torpedoes at 2 ships in a convoy off 
Indochina, sending both the 4,212 
ton cargo ship Isuzugawa and the 
10,086 ton transport Teibi Maru to 
the bottom.  

 October 11, 1944 | USS Trepang 

(SS 412), in an attack on a Japanese 
convoy south of Honshu, sinks 
landing ship T.105 about 105 miles 
southwest of Tokyo Bay.  
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Electric Boat facing 

mounting challenges as 

sub work ramps up 

Ana Radelat, The CT Mirror, September 26  

 
Washington – Earlier this month, Electric Boat 
broke ground on the centerpiece of the 
company’s expansion plan in preparation for the 
construction of a new line of submarines.  
 But a new Congressional Research 
Service report shows there are continued 
concerns about EB’s abilities to build the new 
Columbia-class ballistic missile submarine 
alongside the smaller Virginia-class attack 
submarines that have for nearly 20 years been 
the mainstay of that shipyard.  
 The report also cited a number of other 
problems in the construction of submarines by 
Electric Boat and its partner, Virginia’s Newport 
News Shipbuilding.  
 One is the result of a big change in the 
Virginia-class submarine program.  
 The Navy plans for Electric Boat and 
Newport News to continue to build two of these 
submarines a year, and three of them in 2023. 
The Virginia-class attack submarine was 
designed to be less expensive and better 
optimized for post-Cold War missions than older 
fleets of U.S. subs.  
 But the Navy wants to boost the attack 
power of the Virginia-class boat. The next block 
of subs will be larger, adding dozens of missile 
tubes and about 85 feet to each of the new 
Virginia Payload Module (VMI) subs. The cost 
will also increase, from about $2.8 billion to 
roughly $3.2 billion for each submarine.  
Last spring, Electric Boat and Newport News 
struggled to meet scheduled delivery times as 
the Virginia-class program transitioned from 
production of two “regular” Virginia-class boats 
per year to two VPM-equipped boats per year.  
 “As a result of these challenges…the 
program has experienced months-long delays in 
efforts to build boats relative to their targeted 
delivery dates,” the report said.  
 The shipbuilders have also had problems 

with design work and welding.  
 “Program officials said vendor quality 
issues with welding on VPM have caused a 3.5-
month delay in the schedule for the payload 
tubes for the first two submarines with VPM,” the 
report said.  
 Right now, Congress is struggling to 
pass a 2020 defense budget that would 
substantially boost the Navy’s budget for 
submarines. The CRS said “another issue for 
Congress concerns three Virginia-class boats 
that were reported in 2016 to have been built with 
defective parts, and the operational and cost 
implications of this situation.”  
 Electric Boat declined to respond to 
concerns raised in the report, referring all 
questions to the Navy.  
 The Navy had no response to the issues 
raised in the report.  
 U.S. Senate demands answers  
 The U.S. Senate, in its draft 2020 
defense spending bill, demanded the Navy 
submit a slew of reports on the Virginia-class 
submarine program by October 1. Those include 
reports on the cost to repair the rubber-like 
quieting material that has started to peel off the 
hulls of the newer Virginia-class subs.  
 But the bigger problem is staffing.  
 In 2021, construction of the massive, 
new Columbia-class ballistic submarine will 
coincide with the continued construction of the 
Virginia-class subs.  
 Once the Virginia Payload Module is 
added, Virginia-class subs will require 25% more 
work. And the Columbia subs will require about 
2.5 times more work than an original Virginia sub.  
 To prepare for the boost in construction, 
the workforce at Electric Boat’s shipyard in 
Quonset Point, R.I., where the Columbia is 
already in production, has been increased from 
about 2,000 workers a couple of years ago to 
roughly 4,250 today, on its way to about 6,000.  
 But Electric Boat’s facility in Groton is 
facing a dip in employment before it ramps up its 
production on the Columbia.  
 The shipyard’s planned overhaul of the 
USS Hartford will help ease the dip in 
employment, but a gap in 2023 remains.  
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 And, according to the U.S. Naval 
Institute, Electric Boat yards have significantly 
less experience per employee than they did 
previously. The average worker at Groton had 23 
years of experience in 2010 and just 13 now, and 
the average Quonset Point worker had 15 years 
of experience in 2010 compared to 7.6 years 
now.  
 The Senate defense bill said “expanding 
the capability and capacity of the submarine 
industrial base workforce is imperative to keeping 
pace with Navy shipbuilding requirements.”  
 “Numerous manufacturing capabilities 
must be addressed, including the need for more 
qualified and Navy-certified welders,” the bill 
said. “The committee is concerned that the Navy-
certified welding workforce may be insufficient to 
meet Navy demands on time with the required 
quality.”  
 The committee recommended the Navy 
increase its research and development budget 
for submarine workforce development by $8 
million and “develop and implement a strategy for 
strengthening the workforce pipeline for critical 
defense industries, including new submarine 
construction.”  
 For nearly a year, the Navy and Electric 
Boat have been struggling to finalize a contract 
for “Block V” or the next group of Virginia-class 
submarines.  
 Yet Electric Boat officials were upbeat at 
the Sept. 13 groundbreaking ceremony for the 
yard’s $850 billion expansion project.  
 “We hope to continue to hire and train 
thousands of new employees and will help grow 
our supply base of more than 3,000 companies 
to ensure the successful execution of the 
Columbia program,” said Jeffrey S. Geiger, 
president of Electric Boat, at the groundbreaking 
ceremony.  
 Later that same day, amid mounting 
challenges, Electric Boat announced that within 
two weeks it would replace Geiger with Kevin 
Graney, president of General Dynamics’ 
NASSCO shipyard in San Diego.  
 And, as the Navy is months behind 
schedule getting its latest batch of Virginia-class 
subs under contract and no solution appears 

imminent, there are increasing concerns that 
Virginia-class delays will affect the Navy’s top 
acquisition priority, the Columbia-class 
submarine. 
 

Esper visits laid-up 

submarine as the Pentagon 

waits on a 2020 budget  
Meghann Myers, Virginia Pilot, September 25  

 

NORFOLK, Va. ― Days before the end of 
the fiscal year, and without a foreseeable 
budget deal, Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
took a tour of the fast attack submarine 
Boise on Wednesday, which has in recent 
years become famous for all the wrong 
reasons.  
 The boat has been pier-side since 
2016 — caught in a vortex of uncertain 
funding and backed-up shipyards ― waiting 
for an overhaul availability so it can get 
much-needed upgrades and head back 
underway.  
 It’s one of many commands that will 
take a hit if the Defense Department is 
forced to continue funding itself at last 
year’s budget levels, which is what happens 
when Congress passes a continuing 
resolution instead of a new appropriations 
bill.  
 “Every day that we have a CR means 
it’s a day that … everything is impaired,” 
Esper said. “Not only if this drags on for 
weeks, months, but it could be up being a 
year-long continuing resolution. That is 
devastating to our military readiness.”  
 Esper visited Boise as part of his first 
trip to Naval Station Norfolk, part of a two-
day trip that included a stopover at Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, 
to get better acquainted with the sea 
services after spending most of his career in 
and around the Army.  
 Boise has been giving a lot of tours 
lately, a sailor on the pier told Military 



Page 6  Crash Dive Base 
  Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL 

 

Times, because it’s been out of rotation for 
so long.  
 Late last year, the Government 
Accountability Office published a searing 
report on maintenance issues affecting 
Boise and other Los Angeles-class boats, 
costing taxpayers $1.5 billion for more than 
10,000 days spent idle by the pier from 
2008 to 2018.  
 Much of that had to do with 
workforce shortages at nearby public and 
private shipyards, exacerbated by the roller 
coaster of uncertain funding, as defense 
contractors tried to manage their own 
budgets based on the Pentagon’s outlook.  
 Esper also acknowledged the 
submarine force’s operational tempo, and 
that of the fleet at large, for pushing ships 
out for longer, tougher deployments that 
require more extensive recovery periods.  
 “We need to better manage the 
demand coming from our combatant 
commands, so that we can stick to 

maintenance schedules,” he said. 

 

Newport News Shipbuilding 

welder pleads guilty for 

falsely certifying 

submarine, aircraft carrier 

welds  
Staff, ABC 13 News Now, October 1  
 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — A Suffolk man 

who worked at Newport News 

Shipbuilding pleaded guilty to falsely 

certifying welds on submarines and 

aircraft carriers.  

 According to court 

documents, 29-year-old Joseph 

Powell was hired by NNS to be a 

Non-Destructive Test Inspector. 

Powell performed weld inspections 

as part of his job.  

 In order to track and ensure 

quality control with inspections, NDT 

Inspectors are required to certify 

their inspections using NNS's 

Electronic Record System, which falls 

within the jurisdiction of the United 

States Navy and the Department of 

Defense.  

 NNS received information that 

Powell appeared to have certified 

an inspection in the Electronic 

Record System without conducting 

inspection protocol in June 2016.  

 After they received the 

information, NNS started an inquiry 

inspection. Various welds certified by 

Powell were investigated by NNS in 

June 2016. Through the inquiry NNS 

found multiple welds certified by 

Powell that were not in acceptable 

condition for inspection, did not 

contain they required physical 

markings indicating an inspection 

had been completed, nor had 

residue or powder on or around the 

job from inspection equipment.  

 Numerous welds certified by 

Powell were then re-inspected, 

which revealed a number of weld 

joints that he certified as 'satisfactory' 

were 'unsatisfactory' as they 

contained numerous defects and 

needed to be repaired by a welder.  

 Powell agreed, for sentencing 

purposes, that his false certifications 

cost the United States, and therefore 

taxpayers, $43,500.  

 He pleaded guilty to false 

statements and faces a maximum 

sentence of five years in prison. He 

will be sentenced on January 15, 

2020 
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Whistleblower says Navy 

shipbuilders ignored 

nuclear submarine testing 

procedures for years  
Aaron Gregg, The Washington Post, October 8  

 

 A whistleblower has accused the 

country’s largest shipbuilder of ignoring 

the Navy’s testing and certification 

requirements, allegedly putting sailors’ 

lives at risk by degrading the stealth 

capabilities of U.S. nuclear submarines.  

 The whistleblower, an engineer 

named Ari Lawrence, held a senior role 

with Huntington Ingalls’s submarine 

division, Newport News Shipbuilding, 

until October 2017. Lawrence has not 

requested anonymity and made his 

allegations in a publicly available 

complaint filed under the federal False 

Claims Act.  

 The complaint accuses his former 

employer of assigning unqualified 

individuals to install an important hull 

coating, designed to shield the Navy’s 

Virginia-class nuclear submarines from 

sonar, and of falsifying records to cover 

up their mistakes.  

 Also last week, in an apparently 

unrelated incident, a submarine welder 

at the same company pleaded guilty to 

falsifying inspection records. That 

employee was fired in 2016, at which 

point the matter was reported to 

authorities. He faces a maximum of five 

years in prison.  

 Both cases show the challenges 

the Navy faces as it works with profit-

minded manufacturers to build 

complicated weaponry. They also 

illustrate how the best-funded defense 

industry on the planet can still deliver an 

imperfect product, sometimes degrading 

the U.S. military’s readiness for war.  

 In a letter sent to the company’s 

shipbuilders recently, Newport News 

Shipbuilding President Jennifer Boykin 

admonished employees to conduct their 

work in an ethical manner, noting that 

the incidents had called the company’s 

integrity into question.  

 “We cannot and will not tolerate 

a lapse in ethics and integrity at Newport 

News Shipbuilding. Period,” Boykin 

wrote.  

 In his first press statement on the 

matter, the whistleblower expressed 

admiration for the company’s 

shipbuilders, whom he called “true 

craftsmen” who “want nothing more 

than to build the finest ships in the 

world.”  

 Lawrence added, however, that 

he thought the company had made it 

impossible for him to do his job 

responsibly.  

 “I could not in good conscience 

sit back and watch, be a party to, or 

provide my signature in the course of 

accepting work that clearly did not meet 

contractual requirements and standards,” 

Lawrence told The Washington Post in 

an email forwarded by his attorneys. “I 

could not abide allowing materials I 

believed to be defective to be installed 

on submarines bearing our company’s 

good name.”  

 A spokesman for Huntington 

Ingalls said the company intends to 

“vigorously defend” itself, adding that it 

cooperated fully with an earlier federal 

investigation. The Justice Department, 

which declined to comment for this 

report, decided not to prosecute the 

case.  

 Navy spokesman Danny 

Hernandez declined to comment on the 

ongoing litigation but emphasized that 

the hull coating problem “does not 

present a safety concern to the crew or 

the submarine.”  
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 On Thursday, a court struck the 

complaint from the record and asked 

that a new one be filed by Oct. 15, 

though the case has not been dismissed. 

A whistleblower who brings a lawsuit on 

behalf of the U.S. government under the 

False Claims Act can be rewarded 

financially if it is successful.  

 An attorney representing 

Lawrence vowed to move forward with 

the case.  

 “Ari Lawrence is a young man of 

great courage,” said Jamie Shoemaker, 

an attorney representing him. “We 

intend to represent his interests and 

those of the United States aggressively."  

 The Navy’s Virginia-class “fast 

attack” submarines are built to quietly 

patrol unfriendly waters for months at a 

time, seek out and destroy enemy 

vessels, or launch cruise missiles against 

land-based targets. One of them was 

reportedly used to launch a Tomahawk 

missile against chemical facilities in Syria 

last year.  

 About $2.8 billion each, they are 

among the most expensive assets in the 

U.S. military arsenal. The Navy’s five-

year shipbuilding plan calls for 11 more 

of them to be built by 2024. The Navy is 

behind schedule on negotiations for the 

next 10 submarines and is asking 

Congress for a substantial increase in 

funding.  

 The ability to operate silently 

beneath the ocean’s surface has long 

been a selling point for the Virginia-class 

program. The exterior hull coating is 

supposed to absorb the sound waves 

sent out by enemy sonar detectors, 

allowing the submarines to operate 

unnoticed.  

 But the Navy has faced a 

recurring problem in which the coating 

peels off in large chunks during long 

deployments as the adhesive that binds it 

to the hull is buffeted by harsh undersea 

conditions.  

 “The undersea environment is a 

really tough place for adhesives and 

coatings,” said Craig Hooper, a defense 

consultant who has studied the issue, 

adding that the Navy “should strive to 

ensure that best practices are used.”  

 Submarine experts contacted by 

The Post said the coating problem would 

probably not put sailors’ lives at risk 

under current circumstances, since they 

are not fighting an active war against a 

foreign navy.  

 But there is a concern that the hull 

coating problem could render the 

submarines unfit for missions in which 

stealth is important, possibly degrading 

the Navy’s readiness for war. The 

Defense Department under President 

Trump has de-emphasized fighting 

terrorism in favor of competing with 

Russia and China for military dominance, 

something that has raised the profile of 

Navy assets such as the Virginia-class 

submarine.  

 In his whistleblower complaint, 

Lawrence and his attorneys argued that 

the crumbling hull coating has 

endangered the lives of U.S. sailors.  

 “The failure of this exterior 

sound-absorbing material jeopardizes the 

safety of the submarines, and makes the 

submarine easier to detect by those who 

would seek to harm the United States, 

thereby endangering the crew and 

national security,” the complaint alleged.  

 Lawrence’s complaint paints a 

picture of a manufacturer that ignored 

Navy requirements in order to keep 

more of the taxpayer-funded work for 

itself, and then misled the government to 

cover up its own shoddy work.  

 The complaint accuses “certain 

groups within the Huntington Ingalls 

organization” of seeking to install an 
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Commander –  Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 
clay53012@yahoo.com  
Vice-Commander –  Greg Miller, 964 Fischer Drive, Addison, IL; (630)543-7855 or 
fourkats4me@yahoo.com   
Secretary (POC) –   Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-
5718 or ccgaines@mindspring.com   
Treasurer –  Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-
7418; gcbarts@msn.com    
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com   
Chaplain –  Cris Pascual; crispasses@aol.com; 285 Southridge, Gurnee, IL 60031; 
847-855-0772 
Membership – Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668; 
tapolzin@aol.com   
Storekeeper –  Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-
5034; hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net   
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines 
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr.  9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 
986-0175    franklin2@comcast.net  

important part relevant to the hull 

coating themselves rather than contract 

the work out to another company 

through a competitive process.  

 According to the complaint, 

Lawrence discovered that the 

departments responsible for applying the 

coating did not hold the technical 

certifications required to do so.  

 Lawrence further alleged that the 

company ignored objections raised by 

the shipyard’s quality assurance 

department and “exerted pressure on 

employees to improperly certify and 

accept the work performed.”  

 According to an attorney 

representing Lawrence, he was fired in 

October 2017 shortly after he raised 

concerns. He later brought the issue to 

the Justice Department, which 

investigated his claims. A Huntington 

Ingalls spokesman did not answer 

specific questions about whether the 

company had fired Lawrence or 

pressured employees to falsify records.  

 Boykin’s letter to shipbuilders 

Friday urged the company’s shipbuilders 

to take responsibility for their actions.  

 “I am a firm believer that we 

learn more from our failures than our 

successes, and mistakes are a natural part 

of life,” Boykin wrote. “Taking 

ownership of them is how we learn, 

grow and change. There is a big 

difference, however, between 

unintentionally making a mistake and 

deliberately choosing to do something 

that is wrong.” 
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March 21, 2019 

        Rev. I 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP      Regular     Life     Associate       
OUR CREED:     “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 

serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 

accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.” 
         

With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and 

Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations.  I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular 

membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman.  If I am not 

discharged, the discharge requirement is waived.  If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below. 

 

□  I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr) 
(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.) 

□  I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr) 

 

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________  

                                                       

City: _________________________   State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______     Tel: (______) ______-__________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________         Date:     ______/______/________ 

 

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________          Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________ 

 

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1
st

 thru Dec 31
st

.  Please indicate your term preference: ______________________ 

Nat’l Dues:  5 Yr term:  $115.00; 3 Yr term:  $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00; 

Nat’l Life:  76+ yrs = $100.00;  66 thru 75 yrs = $200;  56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00; 

Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional.   Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually. 

 

How did you find USSVI?  □  Friend,  □  Boat Assn, □  Local Event/News, □  Internet, □  Other (________________) 

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc  Mbrs) ____________________________ 

Associate Applicant is:   Veteran   Spouse of Veteran    Other (specify)    _______________________ 

 

 

 

 

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
 

Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____              If other military service, What Branch?  __________ 

 

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________  Mil Retired (Y/N):  _____   On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____ 

 

YR entered Mil Service:  ______  YR left Mil Service _____  (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.) 

    

□  Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946; 

June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date. 

 

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal 

  

Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)   

 

1.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  

 

2.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr._____ to Yr. _____  

 

3.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  

 

4.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr._____ to Yr. _____  
 

5.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr._____ to Yr. _____  

 

Next of Kin:    Name: ________________________________   Relationship:  ________  (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)  

 

Addr:________________________  City:  ___________________    State: ___    Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________ 

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address) 

Upon completion, give or mail this form, including your National and Base membership DUES (payable to ‘Crash Dive Base’) to 
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668  
                   


