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Lest We Forget — 
“The USSVI Submariner’s Creed” 

 
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who 
gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country.  That their dedication, deeds, 
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 
motivation toward greater accomplishments.  
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of 
America and its Constitution. 
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1. Next Meeting: Restrictions on group gatherings related to Coronavirus 
have caused a temporary suspension of our monthly meetings.  One 
outdoor meeting is scheduled as noted below. 
 
December 19 – This will be a virtual meeting using Zoom. 
 
January 16, 2021 – WATCH E-MAIL FOR AN ANNOUNCEMENT.   

2. Duty Cook Roster: 

a. GET READY TO VOLUNTEER WHEN OUR MEETINGS RESUME. 

3. December Birthdays:  Jim Anderson 1st; Ron Spooner 19th; Maurice 

Young 26th.  Happy Birthday Shipmates!  

4. During 2020, we have introduced a new style to communicate with our 
members.  Our communications now are fully electronic.  Kindly keep us 
posted with an e-mail address that you use and check regularly in order 
to stay in-touch. 

5. Crash Dive has a few openings where you can showcase your skills 
while serving your shipmates.  Can you see yourself as our Chaplain, 
Community Outreach Chair, Membership Chair, Charitable Giving Chair, 
or Vice-Commander?  Contact Clay Hill to step-up.   
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Crash Dive Meeting Minutes 

November 21, 2020 
 

1. Call to Order @ 1107 

a. All Rise 

b. Let us at this time, with a moment 

of silent prayer, remember our 

shipmates who made the supreme 

sacrifice, that we may gather here in 

peace.  We dedicate this meeting to 

our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to 

perpetuate their memories in our 

lives and to honor our Shipmates on 

active duty in the service of the first 

line of defense of our Nation. 

c. Lost Boats 

The following submarines were lost 
during the month of November: 

USS CORVINA (SS 226) 16 NOV 43 

USS SCULPIN (SS 191) 19 NOV 43 

USS ALBACORE (SS 218) 07 NOV 44 

USS GROWLER (SS 215) 08 NOV 44 

USS SCAMP (SS277) 16 NOV 44 

a. Invocation 

Dear Lord: We come to you 
tonight as a thankful people 
for all your many blessingsyou 
have so freely given to us. 
Help us to be ever mindful of 
those in our number who are 
unable to be with us. Place 
your hand of healing upon the 
sick and comfort those who 
mourn.Bless us each 
individually and guide us to 
become better shipmates and 
citizens of this our great 
country.  

We offer these petitions in 
Thy Name. Amen! 

b. Pledge of Allegiance 

c. Member Introduction – Would 

each member please state your 

name and the boats you served on 

for those new members and guests 

who don’t know us. 

d. Members in Attendance: 

 Bret Zacher 

 Frank Voznak 

 Glenn Barts 

 Chris Gaines 

 Manny Garmendez 

 
2. Reports: 

a. Secretary: 

 Keeping up with duties; minutes 

are available and will be posted 

soon. 

 Transition to online in progress. 

Required after reclosure of KSC. 

 Zoom meeting for Nov testing, 

should be available for all in Dec. 

 UWM campus closure preventing 

recruiting. 

b. Treasurer: 

i. Crash Dive  

 Checking: 4,232.17; 

 Savings: 1173.69 

ii. Memorial  

 Checking: 23,582.51; 

 Savings: 5.00 

c. Newsletter: in progress 

d. Membership: 

 Chairman resigned, need assistant 

to treasurer for sending invoices 

 Glenn recommends starting with 

emails before sending snail mail, 

concurs 



Page 3  Crash Dive Base 
  Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL 

 

 Manny will type up letter for dues 

invoice 

 Need to determine who owes for 

2020 (in arrears) 

 National dues still needed by Dec 

 Chris looks up national dues 6-7 

members dink for 2020 

 2 letters, 6-7 due for national, and 

the rest for base dues only 

 Checks should be made payable 

“Crash Dive Base” and routed to 

Glenn 

 Bret will send emails when ready 

e. Community Outreach: no report 

f. Hospitality: no report 

g. Webmaster: 

 Bill paid to GoDaddy, request for 

reimbursement pending. $83.88, 1 

year renewal 

 Bret raises 5yr renewal for about 

~120 using GoDaddy, recommends 

looking into longer term renewal 

 Spam email coming in from 

website, Chris will look into 

captcha 

h. Eagle Scout: no report 

i. Memorial: 

 Frank reached out to Michelle, no 

contact thus far since last meeting 

 Frank has another POC to try on 

Monday 

 Mayor change in Chicago may 

have shifted city staff 

 Plaque people from NY have 

reinitiated contact with Frank, 

Chicago may have preferred 

contractor 

 

3. Old Business 

 Elections: 

o Clay to continue as commander 

o Treasurer 

 Glenn will stay on until Jan, then 

Bret to conduct turnover in Feb 

 Nomination for Bret accepted, 

temporary turnover until in 

person elections can be held. 

 Bret to ensure that meeting slots 

are available online even if he is 

unable to attend. 

o Thank you, Bret. 

 Cobia Drydocking: 

o Memorial dues as option to assist 

o Using funds to donate to other 

memorials along Riverwalk 

o Table allocation until after funds 

are dispersed to Chicago Base 

 
4. New Business:None Raised 

 
5. Good of the Order: 

 Duty Cook – Not applicable 
 

6. Next Meeting: Sat, 19 Dec via online 
(Zoom) 

 Reach out beyond emails, 5-6 non-

email participants, but not active in 

base 

 Glenn asks to send a reminder 

notice shortly prior to the next 

meeting.  

 Bret to send email reminder 

before next meeting. 

 CCG to include message in 

newsletter that our primary 

method of communication is 

electronic. 



Page 4  Crash Dive Base 
  Rondout - Lake Bluff, IL 

 

7. Adjourn 

 Bret moved to adjourn; Glenn 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.   

 Meeting adjourned at @ 1148. 
 

Lost Boats 
 

USS Capelin   (SS-289)     12/2/43 

USS Sea Lion (SS-195)     12/10/41 

USS F-1/Carp (SS-20)       12/17/17 

USS S-4         (SS-109)      12/17/27 
 

Undersea Warfare History 
 

 December 2, 1944 | USS Sea 
Devil (SS 400) attacks a Japanese 
convoy in the East China Sea and 
sinks merchant tanker Akigawa 
Maru and passenger-cargo ship 
Hawaii Maru, while USS Gunnel 
(SS 253) evacuates 11 rescued 
aviators from Palawan, Philippines 
and turns over all available stores 
to Filipino forces ashore.  

 December 3, 1943 | USS Tinosa 
(SS 283) sinks the Palau-bound 
Japanese fleet tanker Azuma Maru 
northwest of Sonsorol.  

 December 4, 1944 | USS Flasher 
(SS 249) sinks Japanese destroyer 
Kishinami and damages a 
merchant ship in the South China 
Sea. Flasher is the only U.S. 
submarine to sink more than 
100,000 tons of enemy shipping in 
World War II.  

 December 5, 1943 | USS Narwhal 
(SS 167) embarks nine evacuees 
at Alubijid, Mascalar Bay and then 
sinks Japanese cargo ship Himeno 
Maru off Camiguin Island.  

 December 6, 1941 | President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt sends a 

letter to the Japanese emperor 
reminding the Japanese leader of 
their country's long-standing 
relationship and his concern about 
developments occurring in the 
Pacific area.  

 December 9, 1941 | USS 
Swordfish (SS 193) makes initial 
U.S. submarine attack on 
Japanese ship, torpedoing a ship 
150 miles west of Manila. Her claim 
of sinking, though, is not confirmed 
in enemy records.  

 December 10, 1843 | The first 
steam ship with screw propeller, 
Princeton, is launched. In 1844, its 
guns explode during a 
demonstration and kill Secretary of 
State Abel P. Upshur, Secretary of 
the Navy Thomas Gilmer and 
several others.  

 December 11, 1941 | The United 
States declares war on Germany 
and Italy.  

 December 12, 1942 | Five torpedo 
boats attack 11 Japanese 
destroyers off Cape Esperance, 
Guadalcanal. Motor torpedo boats 
PT 37 and PT 40 sink Japanese 
destroyer Terutsuki. In return, the 
Japanese destroyers Kawakaze 
and Suzukaze sink PT 44 off Savo 
Island.  

 December 13, 1775 | The 
Continental Congress provides for 
the construction of five ships of 32 
guns, five ships of 28 guns, and 
three ships of 24 guns at an 
estimated cost of $866,666. The 
ships are Hancock, Randolph, 
Raleigh, Warren, Washington, 
Congress, Effingham, Providence, 
Trumbull, Virginia, Boston, 
Delaware, and Montgomery.  

 December 16, 1944 | USS 
Swordfish (SS 193) attacks a 
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Japanese convoy south of Hainan 
Island and sinks Japanese army 
transport Atsutasan Maru.  

 December 17, 1917 | USS Remlik 
(SP 157) reportedly encounters an 
enemy submarine during a storm in 
the Bay of Biscay, but the weather 
prevents an engagement. While 
she is fighting the heavy seas that 
day, a depth charge breaks loose 
on her after deck and is secured by 
Chief Boatswain's Mate John 
MacKenzie, who receives the 
Medal of Honor for his heroic 
actions.  

 December 18, 1943 | USS Aspro 
(SS 309) attacks a Japanese 
convoy in Sakishima Gunto, 
damaging fleet tankers Sarawak 
Maru and Tenei Maru, and escapes 
counter attacks by destroyer 
Shoikaze. Meanwhile, USS 
Grayback (SS 208) sinks Japanese 
freighter Gyokurei Maru east-
northeast of Naha, Okinawa and 
escapes counter attacks by 
destroyer Numakaze.  

 December 19, 1941 | The U.S. 
Naval Academy class of 1942 
graduates six months early due to 
the nation's entry into World War II.  

 December 20, 1941 | Adm. Ernest 
J. King is announced as the 
designated Commander-in-Chief, 
United States Fleet, in charge of all 
operating naval fleets and coastal 
frontier forces, reporting directly to 
the President.  

First nuclear submarine USS 

Nautilus visits Seattle and 

crew secretly buys Bar's 

Leak on June 3, 1958. 
By David Wilma; Posted 4/03/2002 

HistoryLink.org Essay 3739 

On June 3, 1958, the USS Nautilus, the 

world's first nuclear submarine, visits 

Everett and Seattle. In Seattle, crewmen 

dressed in civilian clothing secretly buy 140 

quarts of the automotive product Bar's Leak 

(originally identified as Stop Leak -- see 

comment in Sources below) to repair a 

leaking condenser system. The Nautilus is 

enroute to the North Pole on a Top Secret 

mission to cross the North Pole submerged. 

The Nautilus was commissioned in 1954 and 

featured a nuclear power plant instead of the 

usual combination of diesel engines and 

battery-powered electric motors. The 

Nautilus was capable of remaining 

underwater without the necessity of 

surfacing to recharge the batteries and 

without refueling. U.S. Navy leaders 

realized the military importance of the 

Arctic Ocean in the Cold War. The Arctic is 

covered with ice year round, but navigation 

under the ice was a possibility. The Nautilus 

was ordered to transit the North Pole 

underwater in a Top Secret mission dubbed 

Operation Sunshine. 

On June 2, 1958, the Nautilus arrived in 

Everett and spent the night there. The 

following day, with a load of dignitaries and 

journalists, the submarine ran to Seattle and 

docked at Pier 91. A leaking condenser unit 

threatened the secret mission to the North 

Pole, but security concerns and time 

precluded repairs through the usual 

channels. Experts hit on the idea of using 

Bar's Leak, an automotive stop-leak product 

developed for leaking radiators. 

Commander William Anderson ordered 

crewmen to change into civilian clothing. 
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The men fanned out across Seattle in 

taxicabs to buy cans of Bar's Leak at local 

service stations. 

The sailors in mufti returned with 140 quarts 

of Bar's Leak, half of which was poured into 

the condenser. The leak stopped. 

Just after midnight on June 9, 1958, the 

Nautilus cast off and headed north. While 

running on the surface in Puget Sound, the 

crew painted out the large numbers on the 

sail (conning tower) and the bow to conceal 

the sub's identity. 

In the Chukchi Sea, Commander Anderson 

ran into heavy ice and a shallow bottom (at 

the time the floor of the Arctic was not 

mapped), and broke off the mission. Later in 

the summer, the Nautilus successfully 

crossed the Arctic, completely under water. 

The event received worldwide publicity and 

changed the complexion of the Cold War. 

The crew was celebrated with a ticker-tape 

parade in New York City and President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower awarded the Nautilus 

the Presidential Unit Citation. Commander 

Anderson revealed the Seattle episode in his 

book Nautilus 90 North, published the 

following year. 

The condenser unit aboard the Nautilus 

never leaked again. 

 

USS Nautilus (SSN-571), 1955 

Courtesy National Archives 

 

USS Nautilus (SSN-571) at Pier 91, June 

1958 

 
Sources:  

Commander William R. Anderson with Clay Blair Jr., Nautilus 90 

North (Cleveland and New York: The World Publishing Co., 1959), 

pp. 133-137; Commander William R. Anderson with Clay Blair Jr., 

Nautilus 90 North (New York: The New American Library, 1959), 

89-90; Clayton Parks, of Bar's Products to David Wilma, Deputy 

Director, www.historylink.org, email communication, April 8, 

2003; Henry Londean, "Sub Nautilus Here On Last Year's 'Gas,'" 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, June 4, 1958, p. 30. Note: In the 

hardcover first printing of his book, Commander Anderson named 

the product in question Stop Leak. In the subsequent New 

American Library (Signet Key Book) paperback edition, he 

corrected the name of the product to Bar's Leak. The firm Bar's 

Products produces Bar's Leak. 

 

Riddle 
 

A young LCDR meets with a Chief in his office. 

The LCDR asks, "Chief, how do you run such 

an efficient shop? Are there any tips you can 

give to me?" 

 

"Well," says the Chief, "the most important 

thing is to surround yourself with intelligent 

people." 

 

The LCDR frowns and says, "but how do I 

know if the people around me are really 

intelligent?" 

 

The Chief takes a sip of coffee and says, "oh, 

that's easy. You just ask them to answer an 

intelligence riddle." 
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Then the Chief yells out to one of his First 

Class Petty Officers. 

 

The First Class walks into the room, "yes, Chief 

what can I do for you?" 

 

The Chief smiles and says, "answer me this, 

please. Your mother and father have a child. It 

is not your brother and it is not your sister. 

Who is it?" 

 

Without pausing for a moment, the First Class 

answers, "Well, that would be me." 

 

"Yes, Very good. Thanks" says the Chief. 

 

The LCDR goes back to his office and 

assembles his junior officers and asks them 

the same question, "answer this for me. Your 

mother and your father have a child. It's not 

your brother and it's not your sister. Who is 

it?" 

 

All of the junior officers look at the LCDR in 

amazement, "We're not sure, let us get back 

to you on that one." 

 

The junior officers then have numerous 

meetings to discuss the question without any 

resolution. 

 

Finally, they run into the Chief. 

 

The junior officers ask, "Chief can you answer 

this for us? Your mother and father have a 

child and it's not your brother or your sister. 

Who is it?" 

 

The Chief yells back, "That's easy. It's me!" 

 

All of the officers smile, and say, "Thanks!" 

 

The junior officers schedule a meeting with 

the LCDR and at that meeting report that, "sir 

we found the answer to your question. We did 

some research and we have the answer to 

that riddle. It's a Chief!" 

 

The LCDR gets up, and starts screaming at 

them, "No, you idiots! It's a First Class!" 

 

Better than Starbucks 

 
Give a little something that can mean 
a lot: A $2.50 contribution gets a cup 
of coffee-plus a message of 
encouragement-to a randomly 
selected, active duty service 
member.   To donate: Go to 
https://GreenBeansCoffee.com 
...then click on "Cup of Joe for a 
Joe." 
 

SECNAV Selects USS 

Wisconsin as Name of 

Second Columbia SSBN  
Richard R. Burgess, Seapower Magazine Online, 
October 28  

 
ARLINGTON, Va. -- The second 

Columbia-class ballistic-missile 
submarine (SSBN) will be named for the 
state of Wisconsin, the secretary of the 
Navy said during an Oct. 28 webinar.  
 
In a discussion with retired Rear Adm. 
Frank Thorp IV, president and CEO of 
the Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C., 
Navy Secretary Kenneth J. Braithwaite 
took the opportunity to announce that 

https://greenbeanscoffee.com/
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the second new SSBN would be named 
USS Wisconsin (SSBN 827).  
 
The SSBN will be the third U.S. Navy 
ship to bear the name Wisconsin, the 
30th state.  
 
The first USS Wisconsin (BB 9) was an 
Illinois-class pre-dreadnought battleship, 
commissioned in 1901. The ship served 
as flagship of the U.S. Pacific Fleet and 
later joined the U.S. Asiatic Fleet. It 
participated in the second leg of the 
Great White Fleet’s circumnavigation of 
the globe. It was put in reserve status in 
1910 and became a training ship in 
1912. BB 9 was decommissioned in 
May 1920 and scrapped.  
 
The second USS Wisconsin (BB 64), an 
Iowa-class battleship, was 
commissioned in April 1944. The 
battleship served in the Pacific Fleet in 
the last year of World War II, using its 
16-inch guns for shelling enemy 
installations and its smaller guns to 
protect carrier task forces. The ship was 
decommissioned in 1948 but 
recommissioned in 1951 to serve in the 
Korean War, used to shell enemy 
positions in Korea. The ship was 
decommissioned for the second time in 
1958.  
 
Thirty years later, as part of the Reagan 
Administration naval build-up, the 
Wisconsin was modernized with 
Tomahawk missiles and 
recommissioned in 1988. The ship 
served in Operation Desert Storm in 
1991, striking Iraqi targets. The 
Wisconsin was decommissioned for the 
last time in September 1991. The ship 
was stricken from the Naval Vessel 
Register in 2006 and in 2010 was 
donated to Norfolk, Virginia, as part of 
the Nauticus Museum. 

 

Navy's Next Attack 

Submarine Will Be Wider And 

Based On The New Columbia 

Class Missile Boats  
Joseph Trevithick, The Drive, November 4  

 

The U.S. Navy's future nuclear attack 

submarine, or SSN(X), is set to be 

notably wider than the service's present 

Virginia class, bringing it more in line 
size-wise with its advanced Seawolf 

class. It will also leverage technology in 

development now for its future 

Columbia class ballistic missile 

submarines.  
 

USNI News reported on these latest 

details about the Navy's next attack 

submarine following a third-quarter 

earnings call with Rex Geveden, CEO of 
BWX Technologies on Nov. 2, 2020. 

BWX Technologies is a major 

subcontractor to General Dynamics 

Electric Boat on the Columbia class and 

has also supported work on other 

submarine programs, including supplying 
the nuclear reactors that power the 

Navy's Virginia, Seawolf, and Los 

Angeles classes.  

 

"We do expect it will be a larger type of 
submarine, probably in the size class of 

the Columbia, but there‟s not much 

more to tell than that. But we‟re 

working with our Navy customer in 

what that would look like and how we 

could take that into production,” Rex 
Geveden said, according to USNI News. 

“It has the moniker SSN(X) until it gets 

a class name, and there‟s some thought, 

discussion, and analysis. It would be the 

follow-on to the Virginia fast-attack 
submarine, and it would feather in 
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sometime in the late 2030s."  

 

USNI News said that despite Geveden 

using the word "larger," what he was 

referring to was the overall width of the 
submarine, rather than its length or 

displacement. This would make sense 

considering that the Columbia class 

boats are expected to have a submerged 

displacement of almost 23,310 tons. This 
is more than twice that of existing 

Virginia class boats, early block models 

of which displace around 7,800 tons, and 

even more than that of the unique, 

extended-length Seawolf class spy 
submarine USS Jimmy Carter, which has 

a displacement of just under 12,160 

tons, according to the Navy.  

 

That the SSN(X)'s width would be 

greater than that of the Virginia class 
would also be well in line with past Navy 

statements about this future design, 

dating back to the first public disclosure 

of its plans for these submarines in 2018, 

at which time the service described the 
notional design as Seawolf-like. The 

beam, or widest point, of those 

advanced attack submarines, which have 

seen been modified and reconfigured to 

be better equipped to carry out 

intelligence- 
 

gathering missions and other specialized 

activities, is approximately 40 feet, while 

that of the Virginia class is just 34 feet. 

Previous reports have indicated that the 
Columbias will have a beam of 43 feet.  

 

A wider design could allow for the 

insertion of additional sound-dampening 

features between the inner hull, where 
the submarine's systems are and where 

its crew works, and the outer hull. 

Reducing the acoustic signature of any 

submarine is important for making it 

harder for opponents to detect and 

track, which, in turn, makes it more 

survivable.  
 

Of course, the size of the inner hull 

could also be increased, which would 

provide added space for various kinds of 

equipment and weapons, This coulda 
also make it easier to integrate future 

technologies and capabilities, such as the 

ability to deploy and recover unmanned 

underwater vehicles.  

It's worth noting that the Seawolfs, as 
originally designed, were dedicated 

hunter-killers meant to engage hostile 

ships and submarines and have eight 

torpedo tubes, along with the ability to 

carry up to 50 Mk 48 heavyweight 

torpedoes or torpedo tube-launched 
Tomahawk land-attack cruise missiles. 

By comparison, the existing blocks of 

the more multi-mission focused Virginias 

have just four torpedo tubes and have a 

standard loadout of 37 torpedoes, 
though they do also have Vertical 

Launch System cells to fire Tomahawks.  

 

A 2018 report from the Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) said that the Navy 

was, at that time, targeting an SSN(X) 
design that would be able to carry up 62 

torpedoes or other torpedo tube-

launched weapons, including anti-ship 

missiles, such as the UGM-84 Harpoon, 

a well as future anti-ship cruise missile 
weapons, and would not necessarily 

have a vertical launch capability at all.  

 

"Specifically, the Navy indicates that the 

next-generation attack submarine should 
be faster, stealthier, and able to carry 

more torpedoes than the Virginia class – 
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similar to the Seawolf class submarine," 

CBO's report said of the projected 

design as a whole. "CBO therefore 

assumed that the SSN(X) would be a 

Seawolf-sized SSN, which displaces 
about 9,100 tons when submerged, and 

would have an all-new design in keeping 

with the Navy‟s description of it as a 

„fast, lethal, next-generation attack 

submarine.‟"  
 

It also makes good sense that the 

companies working with the Navy now 

on SSN(X), such as BWX Technologies, 

would be looking to leverage any 
features from the Columbia class design 

that could offer improved performance 

and increased stealthiness for the 

SSN(X). This all raises the distinct 

possibility that the Navy's future attack 

submarine could have a shortened 
derivative of the Columbia hullform at 

its core, but one optimized for the 

hunter-killer mission rather than nuclear 

deterrence patrols.  

 
That being said, attack and ballistic 

missile submarines have very different 

mission sets with very different general 

performance requirements. The former 

needs speed and maneuverability to 

hunt, while the latter is expected to 
cruise at lower speeds for extended 

periods of time while endeavoring to 

stay undetected at all costs. As such, the 

SSN(X) could easily have a markedly 

different configuration even if shares a 
significant portion of its hull and 

subsystems design with the Columbia 

class.  

 

In addition, there have been discussions 
about developing a Large Payload 

Submarine, also derived from the 

Columbia, as something of a successor 

to the four Ohio class submarines 

converted into guided missile boats, 

which also have significant additional 

multi-mission capabilities that you can 
read about in more detail in this past 

War Zone feature. Any significant 

additional commonality between the 

Large Payload Submarine and SSN(X) 

might also raise the possibility of 
potentially merging the two designs.  

 

No matter what, the SSN(X) design, and 

the requirements driving it, are likely to 

evolve, at least to some degree, in the 
future. The Navy is still very early in the 

process of crafting this submarine, 

requesting a very small $1 million for the 

project in the research and development 

portion of its most recent budget 

request for the 2021 Fiscal Year.  
 

There also remain very real questions 

about how the Navy plans to budget for 

the design and construction of a new 

class of advanced and potentially very 
expensive attack submarines together 

with its other priorities. The service had 

run into similar issues with the Seawolfs 

and, together with general defense 

spending drawdowns following the end 

of the Cold War, ended up only buying 
three of those submarines. The first-in-

class USS Seawolf and its sister USS 

Connecticut both cost $6 billion in the 

end, while the Jimmy Carter, which, as 

already mentioned, is a unique subclass 
unto itself, was even more expensive.  

 

They remain the costliest attack 

submarines ever built anywhere in the 

world. However, their advanced 
capabilities, including their especially 

good performance while operating 
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Commander –  Clayton Hill, 195 Clover Lane, Cedarburg, WI 53012; 
clay53012@yahoo.com  
Vice-Commander –  Vacant.   
Secretary (POC) –   Manny Garmendez, mgarmendez@gmail.com;  
Treasurer –  Glenn C. Barts, Sr., 2000 Jamestown Drive, Palatine, IL 60074; 847-934-
7418; gcbarts@msn.com    
COB – Larry Warnke, l_warnke@msn.com   
Chaplain –  Vacant. 
Membership – Vacant.   
Storekeeper –  Herman Mueller, 503 Lynn Terrace, Waukegan, IL 60085; 847-445-
5034; hermanandlorimueller@comcast.net   
Newsletter Editor – Chris Gaines, 513 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506; 630-892-
5718 or ccgaines@mindspring.com   
Base Historian – Frank Voznak, Jr.  9 South 255 Madison, Burr Ridge, IL. 60527; 630 

986-0175    franklin2@comcast.net  

under thick ice, such as in the Arctic 

region, mean they are in very high 

demand within the Navy.  

 

All of this also comes as the Navy is 
now pushing a proposal to expand the 

size of its overall fleet to 500 ships and 

submarines, up from less than 300 now, 

by 2045, another questionably ambitious 

plan that you can read about more in 
these past War Zone pieces.  

 

Still, the Navy is clearly very committed 

to its new attack submarine plans, at 

least at present, which it feels are critical 
to countering expanding and increasingly 

active Russian and Chinese submarine 

fleets, as well as other naval 

developments in both of those 

countries. China has been on a naval 

construction blitz in the past few years, 
including the stunningly rapid 

construction of large capital ships, 

including aircraft carriers, amphibious 

assault ships, and destroyers, as well as 

various submarines.  

 

"The advantage we have in the undersea 

is an advantage that we need to not only 

maintain, but we need to expand. I want 
to own the undersea for forever 

because I know that I can be really lethal 

from the undersea," Chief of Naval 

Operations Admiral Mike Gilday said in 

October, according to USNI News. 
"When you think attack boat, you‟re 

thinking, that can move around the 

timing and tempo of an operational 

commander‟s need to deliver  

 
ordinance on target in a timely fashion. 

And so it‟s got to be a fast sub as well."  

 

As it stands now, the Navy's next class 

of attack submarine is set to be even 

larger and far more advanced than the 
Navy's prized Seawolf class, which 

remains among the most capable 

submarines in the world. 
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        Rev. I 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP      Regular     Life     Associate       
OUR CREED:     “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 

serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 

accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”  
         

With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and 

Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations.  I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular 

membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman.  If I am not 

discharged, the discharge requirement is waived.  If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below. 

 

□  I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr) 
(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.) 

□  I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr) 

 

Name: (Print /Type)___________________________________ Address: ____________________________________  

                                                       

City: _________________________   State: ____ Zip Code: _______-______     Tel: (______) ______-__________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________         Date:     ______/______/________ 

 

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________          Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________ 

 

The Member Dues year runs from Jan 1
st

 thru Dec 31
st

.  Please indicate your term preference: ______________________ 

Nat’l Dues:  5 Yr term:  $115.00; 3 Yr term:  $70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $25.00; (Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $30.00; 

Nat’l Life:  76+ yrs = $100.00;  66 thru 75 yrs = $200;  56 thru 65 yrs = $300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00; 

Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional.   Crash Dive Base dues are $15 annually. 

 

How did you find USSVI?  □  Friend,  □  Boat Assn, □  Local Event/News, □  Internet, □  Other (________________) 

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc  Mbrs) ____________________________ 

Associate Applicant is:   Veteran   Spouse of Veteran    Other (specify)    _______________________ 

 

 

 

 

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
 

Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____/____/____              If other military service, What Branch?  __________ 

 

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________  Mil Retired (Y/N):  _____   On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____ 

 

YR entered Mil Service:  ______  YR left Mil Service _____  (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.) 

    

□  Check here if your Military Service falls within these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946; 

June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and Aug 2, 1990 to date. 

 

□ Check here if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal 

  

Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)   

 

1.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  

 

2.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr._____ to Yr. _____  

 

3.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  

 

4.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr._____ to Yr. _____  
 

5.  ___________________________              Hull#______________          From Yr._____ to Yr. _____  

 

Next of Kin:    Name: ________________________________   Relationship:  ________  (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other) 

 

Addr:________________________  City:  ___________________    State: ___    Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________ 

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address) 

Upon completion, give or mail this form, including your National and Base membership DUES (payable to ‘Crash Dive Base’) to 
Crash Dive Membership Chairman Tom Polzin, 1305 Winslow Circle, Woodstock, IL 60098; 847-867-8668  
                   


